
 

 

 
  
 

 WHAT Architect WHERE Notes 
 Zone 1: Centrum (City Center) 

* Wiener & Co Arons en Gelauff 
Architects 

Oostenburgervoor 
straat 

The inner city location on Amsterdam Island Wiener Oostenburg lies 
for years waiting for a viable interpretation. At the request of 
developer Heijmans Property is in an open design with local 
residents, District Centre and Residential contractor Heijmans made a 
plan for 70 homes. At the end of 2011 the preliminary design for the 
site of Wiener & Co. presented to the public and politics and the 
project is completed in 2017. On the green courtyard lie the 
entrances to the water houses. This houses the Oostenburgergracht 
have an orientation perpendicular to the water, inspired by the old 
recruiting structure. The courtyard provides a vibrant meetingplace 
for the residents of both the canalhouses and the two cityblocks 
with apartments. When winter comes the grated fence – designed to 
be closed only by night - remains locked all-day turning Wiener & 
Co into a gated community. 

* 
The National 

Maritime Museum 
roof 

Laurent Ney Kattenburgerplein 1 

The 17th century-built Maritime Warehouse in Amsterdam, originally 
designed by Daniel Stalpaert in 1656, underwent a retrofit to make 
its interior courtyard a suitable space for cultural activities 
throughout the year. The original warehouse was designed as a 
warehouse in the water, built in the tradition of the Dutch 
Classicism and with a geometrical layout. The new glass roofing that 
will cover the courtyard, designed by Laurent Ney, and the general 
renovations to the interior were designed by Dok Architecten, was 
completed in 2011. The National Maritime Museum is a setting for a 
broad range of exhibitions sharing inspiring stories of the sea and 
discussions on its relationship with Dutch history and urban 
development. In preserving the building for its new interior, the 
architects used the structure and features of the building to keep 
its character within its surrounding. During the recent renovation, a 
vast space of the building inner courtyard has been covered by a 
glass roofing, creating a pleasant space for the visitors. In the 
evening hundreds of tiny LED lights placed between shields of glass 
give an impression of the starry sky. General admission €17,50, 
students €8,50. Tue-Sun (10am-5pm) 

***** ARCAM René van Zuuk Prins Hendrikkade 600 

he ARchitecture Centre Amsterdam (ARCAM) needed a significantly 
larger accommodation. Therefore a wonderful location close to the 
Oosterdok was allocated to this promotional institute.  The new 
pavilion completed in 2003 is indeed a humble and compact three-
storey building. On the street level an exhibition space is located. 
The upper floor is fitted with glass partitions, creating an attic-like 
atmosphere. On the waterfront, at the quay level, a multipurpose 
space for meetings, discussions and reception of groups (classes, 
excursions). The internal openness is remarkable. All the different 
levels are linked by voids, in a way that all the spaces are a part 
of a perceptible larger entity. The building is covered in coated 
aluminum that flows from bottom to roof and over, all around the 
building on opposite sides. A special feature is the sculptural glass 
facade around entrance at the city-side. Free admission. 
Tue-Sun (1-5pm) 

** Hubertus House Aldo van Eyck Plantage Middenlaan 
33-35 

The Hubertusvereniging association was set up in the 19th century 
to help 'fallen women' and during the 1970s evolved into an 
institution that took in and protected unmarried mothers on an 
equal basis. This boarding house, providing temporary lodgings for 16 
parents and some 78 children plus staff and administrative spaces, 
was to fill a gap in a 19th-century street wall and restore two 
neighbouring historical houses at the same time. The infill conforms 
in terms of height, general vertical subdivision and basement to the 
existing fabric, yet deviates radically from it in other ways. Its 
entrance and stairhouse are so positioned as to create two 
buildings: a tall, entirely new block and a less-tall extension to the 
existing houses, with colour and material acting as unifying elements. 
The existing premises contain staffrooms and parents' living and 
sleeping quarters, with their terraces in the new-build. The all-new 
block contains storage space, a canteen and kitchen and a day 
nursery for children aged one to six. The two uppermost levels, high 
up and isolated, are for the babies. A low-rise portion on an inner 
court has two storeys of dwelling units; each unit houses ten 
children and consists of a bedroom, toilet and washroom, kitchen and 
living room with veranda. A tiny passage upstairs links the dwellings 
to a roof terrace. The structure is a regular concrete frame of 
columns and floor slabs with a core of toilets and lift. Exterior only 

***** Sarphatistraat 
Offices 

Steven Holl 
Architects 

410 Sarphatistraat 
(Singel Canal) 

In Amsterdam, on the Singel Canal, this 1997 renovated building is 
the former federal warehouse of medical supplies. The main 
structure is a four-storybrick “U” merging internally with a new 
“sponge” pavilion ont he canal. While the exterior expression is one 
of complementary contrast (existing brick adjacent to new 
perforated copper), the interior strategy is one fusion. The porous 
architecture of the rectangular pavilion is inscribed with a concept 
from the music of Morton Feldman’s “Patterns in a Chromatic Field”. 



 

 

The ambition to achieve a space of gossameroptic phenomena with 
chance-located reflected color is especially effective at night when 
the color patches paint and reflect in the canal. The layers of 
perforated materials, from copper on the exterior toply wood on the 
interior, contain all services such as lighting, supply, and return air 
grilles. The perforated screens developed in three dimensions are 
analogous to the Menger sponge principle of openings continuously 
cut in planes approaching zero volume. “Chromatic Space” is formed 
by light bounced between the building’slayers. At night, light trapped 
between screens sometimes appears as thick floating blocks of 
color. At other times the passing sun creates a throbbing color 
wash or moving moiré patterns. The complex is entered through the 
original 20th-century brick courtyard. Passing through the interior 
reveals gradually more porous spaces until reaching the Menger 
sponge pavilion overlooking the canal. Exterior only 

**** Tropenmuseum 
Johannes Jacobus 

van Nieukerken and 
Marie Adrianus van 

Nieukerken 
Linnaeusstraat 2 

The Tropenmuseum, an ethnographic museum, accommodates eight 
permanent exhibitions and an ongoing series of temporary 
exhibitions, including modern and traditional visual arts and 
photographic works. The Tropenmuseum is part of the Nationaal 
Museum van Wereldculturen (Museum of World Cultures), a 
combination of three ethnographic museums in the Netherlands. The 
original building, built in 1926, was designed by Johannes Jacobus van 
Nieukerken and Marie Adrianus van Nieukerken. It was richly 
decorated for the time, and took 11 years to build due to World War 
I and various labor strikes. General admission €16, students €10. 
Tue-Sun (10am-5pm) 

** Hyatt Regency 
Amsterdam van Dongen-Koschuch Sarphatistraat 104 

Situated on the site of a former children’s hospital on the 
Sarphatistraat in Amsterdam, the 5 star Hyatt Regency hotel was 
completed in 2017. The historic hospital building is transformed as 
part of a new 211 room hotel. The main challenge in designing the 
new hotel was developing an architectural language that does justice 
to the layers of history within this complex context. This has been 
achieved in an architectural sense through the conservation of three 
historic façades, transforming each in their own unique manner to fit 
into the new structure of the building. The new addition represents 
a transition from the small scale plot sizes that you can find in 
surrounding buildings to a larger scale through the building’s volume, 
the design of the façade and material use. The latter refers to the 
large scale barrack buildings further along the Sarphatistraat. The 
building is as transparent as possible on street level where public 
or urban programme is situated. The site itself dictated a compact 
volume that maximizes the efficient use of the plot and internal 
programmatic relations. 

***** HvA Jakoba 
Mulderhuis (JMH) 

Powerhouse Company, 
Marc Koehler 
Architects, de 
Architekten Cie 

Amstelcampus, 
Rhijnspoorplein 2, 1091 

GC Amsterdam 

Jakoba Mulderhuis, completed in 2022, comprises a slimline tower (54 
meters tall, 13 stories) and a low-rise block (33 meters, 6 stories) 
on Mauritskade. Education, research, professional practice and the 
local area all converge here. The rhythmic play of the façade is 
imbued with subtle psychology. A pattern running upwards from left 
to right is visible from all angles. Serving to remind students of 
progress and development. The prefab façade was fitted without the 
use of scaffolding and has been finished with recycled aluminium 
window frames and natural stone in line with passive construction 
principles. The Jura limestone is the same color as that of the 
adjacent Theo Thijssenhuis, ensuring harmony with the surroundings 
and reinforcing the monumental, future-proof character. The open 
structure allows for a flexible layout on each floor in the building. 
Open and closed sections have been varied for each story, fine-
tuned to the orientation, view, and solar load. All stories lead into 
the atrium and have open terraces where students can work on 
their projects. 

** Magere Brug Piet Kramer Amstel River/Nieuwe 
Kerkstraat 

The Magere Brug (Skinny Bridge) is a bascule bridge built in 1934. It 
is named Skinny Bridge because the old version used to be so 
narrow that it was hard for two pedestrians to pass each other. 
The first bridge at this site was built in 1691 as Kerkstraatbrug and 
had 13 arches. Because this bridge was very narrow, the locals 
called it magere brug, which literally means "skinny bridge". In 1871 
the state of the bridge had deteriorated so much, it was demolished 
and replaced by a nine-arched wooden bridge. Half a century later, 
this bridge also needed to be replaced. Architect Piet Kramer made 
several designs for a steel and stone bridge, but the city decided 
to replace it with a new bridge that looked the same as the 
previous, only slightly bigger. In 1934, that bridge was demolished, 
and replaced by a redesign made by Piet Kramer. The last major 
renovation was in 1969. Until 1994, the bridge was opened by hand, 
but is now operated automatically. This famous bridge is featured in 
many international movies, notably the James Bond film Diamonds 
Are Forever.  

***** Zuiderkerk Hendrick de Keyser Zuiderkerkhof 72 

The Zuiderkerk was built between 1603 and 1611, and was the first 
Protestant church of Amsterdam. The distinctive church tower, which 
dominates the surrounding area, was not completed until 1614 and 
contains a carillon of bells built by the brothers Hemony, installed 
in 1656 along with four bells which are rang monthly. The design of 
the church in Amsterdam Renaissance style is by Hendrick de 
Keyser, who was also buried in the church in 1621. A memorial stone 
was placed on top of his tomb in 1921. De Keyser designed the 
church as a pseudo-basilica in Gothic style, with a central nave and 
two lower side aisles, six bays long, with Tuscan columns, timber 
barrel vaults and dormers. French Impressionist painter Claude 
Monet painted the church during a visit to the Netherlands. Three of 
Rembrandt's children were buried here. The Zuidertoren (tower), 
which offers stunning views of the surrounding area, is open to 
visitors during the summer months from April to September. 
Sun-Mon (9am-5pm), Sat (noon-4pm) 

*** Rembrandt House 
Museum  Jodenbreestraat 4 

During the height of his career, renowned Dutch Golden Age artist 
Rembrandt Harmenszoon van Rijn lived in this house located just off 
Waterlooplein in the centre of Amsterdam. It is now a museum 
dedicated to both his life and his work. In 1639, Rembrandt, moves 
to the monumental building at number 4 Jodenbreestraat, in the 
heart of Amsterdam. He is still a young man of 33, just married to 
Saskia.  Rembrandt has everything going for him when he moves into 
his new house: a great love, a luxurious life and a successful 
career. But it won’t stay that way. You can visit the studio where 
the artist created many of his most famous paintings, in addition to 
his living quarters. The house also contains over 290 of his etchings 
along with several items recovered during a recent archaeological 
survey of the grounds.  General admission €17,50, students €10. 
Mon-Sun (10am-6pm) 

** Hotel de l'Europe Willem Hamer jr Nieuwe Doelenstraat 
2-14 

De L'Europe Amsterdam (formerly known as Hotel de l'Europe) is a 
five-star hotel built in 1896. The new hotel had 50 rooms, a lovely 
dining room, smaller private rooms, special banquet hall and a 



 

 

reception hall, The Rondeel Room, with a beautiful view of the river. 
It was equipped with an elevator, central heating, gas and electricity 
and all the comforts of a real first-class hotel at the time, 
especially a bathroom and toilet on every floor. Alfred Hitchcock 
used the hotel just before the Second World War as a location for 
Foreign Correspondent (1940). Since 2012 the hotel houses the 
Michelin-starred restaurant Bord'Eau Restaurant Gastronomique. The 
luxurious lobby lounge, Freddy’s Bar, is named after the beer 
magnate, Alfred Henry “Freddy” Heineken. He actually purchased the 
building as a gift for his beloved wife, Lucille Cummins. It is now 
owned by his daughter, Charlene de Carvalho. 

***** Begijnhof Courtyard - Begijnhof 30 

One of the most amazing places in Amsterdam is the Begijnhof. It 
was built around 1390 and is the oldest inner court in Amsterdam. 
The Begijnhof is a bit different than these other courtyards as it 
was intended as something closer to a nunnery. Men were not 
allowed within the courtyard and the women would work together to 
create a semi self-sufficient community as a group. These women 
were Catholic and although the Catholic faith was banned within the 
Golden Age.  However, the women who lived here were allowed to 
continue their services in private within the secret church, which is 
still open to the public today. (You can find it at number 29.) The 
church is generally open in the afternoons although it’s open all day 
on the weekends. Surrounded by historical medieval buildings and 
leafy little corners, this hidden city spot is an unusual quiet and 
peaceful heaven. The entrance is located right to the bookstore but 
check the opening hours of the shop because it closes early. 

*** Amsterdam Museum Benthem Crouwel 
Architekten Kalverstraat 92 

The Amsterdam Museum, until 2011 called the Amsterdams Historisch 
Museum, is a museum about the history of Amsterdam. The museum 
is located in and old cloister, which since the Reformation (1578) 
served as an orphanage. Enlarged by famous architects of the 
Golden Age - Hendrik de Keyser and Jacob van Campen and rebuilt 
in the 18th C. in the classicist style, remains a beautiful historical 
monument, which creates from 1976 perfect setting for the 
Amsterdam Historical Museum. The former convent and orphanage 
has been converted into a museum in the late 60s of last century. 
In subsequent decades small adjustments were made to the building 
regularly. Hence, the building has illogical routing and is an 
accumulation of styles from different periods. To leave the building 
as intact as possible and to prevent more contemporary elements to 
be added, a modest, neutral approach is opted for the new 
design. Apart from its permanent art treasures, Amsterdam Museum 
presents interesting temporary shows – not only about Amsterdam 
recent history, but also about its people, arts, fashion and crafts. 
General admission €18, €10 students. Mon-Sun (10am-5pm) 

**** Soho House 
Amsterdam 

Linda Boronkay 
(interiors) Spuistraat 210 

Soho House Amsterdam has moved into the Bungehuis, a former 
trading office on the Spuistraat dating from the 1930s, offering up 
79 bedrooms, a rooftop pool, and club facilities to its members. Six 
stories high and clad in limestone and granite, the imposing 
Bungehuis was used by the University of Amsterdam from the 1970s 
until recently. However, many of the original interiors details remain, 
and it was these that served as a springboard for the club's design 
identity. Glazed ceramic tiles in rich shades of blue, stained glass 
windows, beech timber paneling, and marble and travertine lined 
corridors were already in situ, providing a backdrop for the design 
team to bring together elements they found in and around 
Amsterdam. 

*** W Hotel Bank 
Building Office Winhov Spuistraat 172 

This conversion of the former Kas Bank building into a five-star 
hotel was completed in 2016. The building, originally designed by 
F.W.M. Poggenbeek in 1908, was expanded in phases until 1932. The 
building follows the classical typology of bank buildings with vaults 
on the ground floor and basement, a monumental bank hall on the 
first floor and offices above. The building is one of the first 
concrete constructions in the Netherlands and is finished with a 
sandstone facade. The new design respects the building monumental 
character, enhances it and transforms it into a public building. The 
‘Bank’ building will house a spa, a desti- nation bar and luxurious 
restaurant. Along the Spuis- traat it includes a ‘creative incubator’ 
for Dutch talent to showcase their fashion, art and design work. 
The upper floors house 66 guestrooms and suites as ex- tension of 
the W hotel opposite located in the former Government Office for 
Transactions and Telephony. 

*** W Amsterdam Office Winhov Spuistraat 175 

The renovation and extension of the former Government Office for 
Transactions and Telephony offers this monumental building a 
second life in the city center of Amsterdam. After years of 
changing functions and temporary use, the building situated next to 
the Dam square, is transformed into a five-star hotel with 172 
rooms and an upper public floor. The original design dating from 
1925 by Joseph Crouwel combines a modern robust concrete 
structure with a monumental brick facade. The floor plans were 
designed with respect to the rhythm and the visibility of the original 
concrete structure. Striking elements, such as the characteristic 
staircase walls of glazed yellow brickwork were restored in its 
original condition. 

**** National Monument J.J.P. Oud Dam Square 

The National Monument on Dam Square is a 1956 cenotaph built in 
memory of World War II in 1945. John Rädecker was commissioned to 
design the monument, and his designs were exhibited in 1946 at the 
Stedelijk Museum. Mayor Arnold Jan d'Ailly decided to consolidate 
the plans and build the privately funded monument on Dam Square, 
using Rädecker's designs. The architect Jacobus Oud was contracted 
to work together with Rädecker on the monument. The final design 
was approved by the Dutch government in 1952. Rädecker suffered 
from increasingly worsening health (he died four months before the 
monument was revealed), and his sons Han and Jan Willem Rädecker 
stepped in to complete the project. The central element of the 
monument is a concrete conical pillar 22 metres (72 ft) in height, 
covered entirely by white travertine stone. On the front of the 
pillar is a relief entitled De Vrede ("Peace"), consisting of four 
chained male figures, representing the suffering endured during the 
war. To either side of these central figures are two male sculptures 
representing members of the Dutch resistance, the left figure 
symbolizing the resistance by the intelligentsia and the right figure 
symbolizing the resistance by the working classes. Weeping dogs are 
at their feet, representing suffering and loyalty. Above the central 
relief is a sculpture of a woman with a child in her arms and doves 
flying around her, representing victory, peace, and new life. A relief 
of the back side of the pillar shows doves ascending into the sky, 
symbolizing the liberation. A national Remembrance of the Dead 
ceremony is held at the monument every year on 4 May to 
commemorate the casualties of World War II and subsequent armed 
conflicts. 



 

 

***** Dam Square - Dam Square 

Dam Square was created in the 13th century when a dam was built 
around the river Amstel to prevent the Zuiderzee sea from flooding 
the city. During the sixties, the square was renowned for its Dam 
Square hippies. The Dam derives its name from its original function: 
a dam on the Amstel River, hence also the name of the city. Built in 
approximately 1270, the dam formed the first connection between 
the settlements on the sides of the river. As the dam was 
gradually built up it became wide enough for a town square, which 
remained the core of the town developing around it. Dam Square as 
it exists today grew out of what was originally two squares: the 
actual dam, called Middeldam, on which was located a large fish 
market (vismarkt) where ships moored at the dam to load and unload 
goods; and Plaetse, an adjacent plaza to the west. The area became 
a centre not only of commercial activity but also of the government, 
as the site of Amsterdam's town hall. On 7 May 1945, two days 
after German capitulation, thousands of Dutch people died here shot 
by the Germans. 

***** Koninklijk Paleis Daniël Stalpaert Dam Square 

The Royal Palace of Amsterdam is one of three palaces in the 
Netherlands which are at the disposal of the monarch by Act of 
Parliament. It was originally built in 1665 as a city hall during the 
Dutch Golden Age and now is the Royal Palace of Amsterdam. The 
Palace is the largest and most prestigious building from the Golden 
Age, making it one of the Netherlands’ most important monuments. In 
1808, King Louis Bonaparte first transformed the building into a 
palace. His stay is still tangible today and his magnificent Empire 
furniture—one of the most beautiful collections in the world—is still 
used during royal receptions. The Palace plays a major role during 
state visits, but also other royal occasions, such as New Year’s 
receptions, gala dinners and award ceremonies. In addition, the 
Palace is open to visitors as much as possible. General admission 
€12,50, €9 students. May-September: Mon-Sun (10am-5pm) 

**** Nieuwe Kerk  - Dam Square 

The Nieuwe Kerk is a 15th-century church no longer used for church 
services. It is now used as an exhibition space for organ recitals. 
There is a café in one of the buildings attached to the church that 
has an entrance to the church (during opening hours). There is a 
museum store inside the entrance that sells postcards, books, and 
gifts having to do with the church and its exhibitions. The church 
was damaged by the city fires of 1421 and 1452 and burned down 
almost entirely in 1645, after which it was rebuilt in Gothic style. In 
1578 the building became a Dutch Reformed church. It underwent 
major renovation in 1892–1914, which added many neo-Gothic details, 
and was again renovated in 1959–80. The Nieuwe Kerk is a burial 
site for Dutch naval heroes, including Admiral Michiel de Ruyter. 
Private guided tours available. Admission price depends on exhibition. 
Mon-Sun (10am-5pm). 

** Westerkerk Hendrick de Keyser Prinsengracht 281 

Several older churches in Amsterdam, such as Oude Kerk and Nieuwe 
Kerk, were originally built before the Reformation and were 
converted to Protestantism during the Reformation in 1578. The 
Westerkerk was one of the first purposely built Protestant 
churches (1631). The Westerkerk was built between 1620 and 1631 in 
Renaissance style according to designs by architect Hendrick de 
Keyser. He is buried in the church he designed earlier: the 
'Zuiderkerk'. The building of the Westerkerk was finished and 
completed by his son Pieter de Keyser and inaugurated on June 8, 
1631. The church has a length of 58 metres (190 ft) and a width of 
29 metres (95 ft). The high nave is flanked by the two lower aisles. 
The three-aisled basilica has a rectangular plan with two transepts 
of equal dimensions. As a result, the plan for this church was given 
the form of two Greek crosses connected with each other. The 
tower is the highest church tower in Amsterdam, at 87 
meters. Today the Westerkerk remains the largest church in the 
Netherlands that was built for Protestants, and is still in use by 
the PKN (Protestantse Kerk in Nederland). Mon-Fri (10am-3pm) 

***** Anne Frank House Dirk van Delft Prinsengracht 263-
267 

The Anne Frank House is a writer's house and biographical museum 
dedicated to Jewish wartime diarist Anne Frank. The structure, 
originally built in 1635 as a private residence, then became a 
warehouse. In the nineteenth century, the front warehouse with its 
wide stable-like doors was used to house horses. In 1940 it became 
the writer's house and biographical museum dedicated to Jewish 
wartime diarist Anne Frank. Its secluded position made it an ideal 
hiding place for Otto Frank, his wife Edith, two daughters (of whom 
Anne was the younger), and four other Jews seeking refuge from 
Nazi persecution. For more than two years Anne Frank and her 
family lived in the annex of the building at Prinsengracht 263 where 
Anne’s father, Otto Frank, also had his business. The Van Pels 
family and Fritz Pfeffer hid there with them. The doorway to the 
annex was concealed behind a moveable bookcase constructed 
especially for this purpose. The office personnel knew of the hiding 
place and helped the eight people by supplying them with food and 
news of the outside world. On August 4th, 1944, the hiding place 
was betrayed. The hidden people were deported to various 
concentration camps. Only Otto Frank survived the war. General 
admission €16, students 9€. Mon-Sun (9am-10pm) 

* Between the Sheets 
House Abbink de Haas Blaauwlakensteeg 

Alley 

In the centre of the old city, a hidden pattern of secret alleyways 
has been partially restored. A new house and atelier is squeezed 
between two alleys, the Blue Sheet alley and the Black Sheet Alley. 
The new building completed in 2012 is inhabited by a cartoon artist, 
who formerly lived next door in an old house that was too 
ramshackle to be saved. Architect Angie Abbink was called in by the 
housing corporation to design a new house for him and his family – 
officially social housing in the form of a single-family social rental 
house, but in reality a custom-made private home, which fits the 
family like a glove. The house has three storeys: a studio space for 
the artist on the ground floor, two bedrooms and a bathroom on the 
first floor, and a large open kitchen and living room as well as 
another bedroom on the second floor. Although it offers an 
impressive 185 square meters of living space, the plastic window 
frames and low-budget materials used in the interior betray the 
fact that it had to be built rather cheaply. Shiny and design-y, the 
little cube looks like an intruder from a more stylish universe, but 
somehow also manages to snuggle comfortably into its medieval 
context. 

*** Oude Kerk - Oudekerksplein 23 

The Oude Kerk is Amsterdam’s oldest building and youngest art 
institutes (since 2012). The building was founded circa 1213 and 
consecrated in 1306 by the bishop of Utrecht with Saint Nicolas as 
its patron saint. After the Reformation in 1578, it became a Calvinist 
church, which it remains today. It stands in De Wallen, now 
Amsterdam's main red-light district.  By around 1213, a wooden 
chapel had been erected at the location of today's Oude Kerk. Over 
time, this structure was replaced by a stone church that was 



 

 

consecrated in 1306. The church stood for only a half-century 
before the first alterations were made; the aisles were lengthened 
and wrapped around the choir in a half circle to support the 
structure. Not long after the turn of the 15th century, north and 
south transepts were added to the church creating a cross 
formation. The ceiling of the Oude Kerk is the largest medieval 
wooden vault in Europe. The Estonian oak planks date to 1390 and 
boast some of the best acoustics in Europe. The Oude Kerk offers 
different tours for adults. General admission €13,50, students €7. 
Mon-Sat (10am-6pm), Sun (1-5.30pm) 

*** Beurs van Berlage 
Building 

Hendrik Petrus 
Berlage Damrak 243 

Beurs van Berlage is an important monument of the modern Dutch 
architecture. It was built between 1898 and 1903 by the prominent 
Dutch architect of the 20th century Hendrik Petrus Berlage (1856-
1934). Berlage costructed the Beurs on the newly created piece of 
land obtained by covering the city's oldest harbour basin located in 
the very center of Amsterdam. The architectural importance of the 
Berlage Beurs lays in its original volume and the new aesthetics it 
proposed at the time. It is the sober brick building, which does not 
try to immitate ghotic or renaissance as many other important city 
buildings in Amsterdam erected at the end of the 19th century.  The 
Beurs van Berlage building is simple and sober in its form. Its main 
decoration is a big clock placed high on the tower. On the corners 
of the Beurs stand three sculpture figures. Gijsbrecht van Aemstel 
a legendary hero celebrated in literature, founder of Amsterdam, 
Jan Pieterszoon Coen, a hero officer of Dutch East India Company 
from its beginnings in the 17th century, and Hugo de Groot (Grotius), 
a humanist, writer, philosopher and lawyer of international 
importance. The Beurs van Berlage has the unique and well 
preserved interiors. The main hall used originally as a trading floor 
for commodities strikes with its simplicity but at the same time with 
the craftsmanship of its decorations. It is now used as a venue for 
concerts, exhibitions and conferences. Café: Mon-Sun (10am-10pm) 

*** Amsterdam Oersoep RAMSA + Rijnboutt Beurspassage 1 

Amsterdam Oersoep is part of Nowadays, a redevelopment project 
along the Nieuwendijk and Damrak in Amsterdam. Each object, from 
the ceiling to the floors, has symbolic references to the city of 
Amsterdam, its history and its future.  The floor is a made out of a 
traditional Italian Terrazzo with a pattern designed to resemble 
archeological excavations. The walls are made of handmade tiles, 
with 27 symbols applied in goldluster. In addition, immensely large 
gilded and engraved mirrors are installed displaying a tale of water, 
life and death. The lighting is provided by a total of seven 
chandeliers in three different styles: two large ones (named 
‘Rembrandt’), one middle size (the ‘Vermeer’), and four smaller ones 
(named after ‘Ferdinand Bol’). These unique chandeliers are made of 
recycled bicycle parts, such as gears, head lamps, and handlebars – 
a reference to the sediment found in the Amsterdam canals and the 
Dutch tradition of cycling. Furthermore, fourteen three-dimensional 
stained glass lamps are installed, inspired by classic portal lamps, 
still visible at the entrances of Amsterdam canal houses. 

**** Ronde Lutherse Kerk Adriaan Dortsman 
 

Kattengat 1 
 

The Ronde Lutherse Kerk was built in 1668 as the only round 
Protestant church in the country.  In 1935 the Lutherans left the 
building and it became a concert hall. The neighboring Renaissance 
Amsterdam Hotel (formerly the Sonesta Hotel) rents the church 
building from the Lutheran Church. The church was designed by 
Adriaan Dortsman (ca. 1636-1682) and was opened in 1671. In 1822 the 
church was nearly destroyed; it was rebuilt in 1826. The organ was 
built by J Batz in 1830, and restored in 1983 by Flentrop Orgelbouw. 
In 1975 a tunnel was built by the hotel to access the church. In 1983 
the church was closed for restoration, but in 1993 the dome caught 
fire, and the church was again restored. The church is not open to 
the public, but interested persons may request to view it at the 
Renaissance Hotel. A security guard accompanies visitors through 
the tunnel to the church, where the ground floor of the consistory 
has been converted to bathrooms and the upper floor to a meeting 
room. Of the main hall, the impressive columns, galleries, organ and 
pulpit can still be seen. Closed to the public. 

*** Fietsenstalling 
Stationsplein wUrck Architectuur 

Prins Hendrikkade 
33A, 1012 TM 
Amsterdam 

The new Stationsplein bicycle park in Amsterdam, designed by the 
wUrck architecture studio, is located 4.82 meters below sea 
level. Located under the water in front of the main entrance of 
Amsterdam Central Station, in the part of the Prins Hendrikkade 
area that functioned as a bus station until July 2018, the largest 
bicycle parking in Amsterdam has been installed with approximately 
7,000 parking spaces. The complex is part of a larger project known 
as "De Entree", which is renovating the entire area of the station. 
In addition to the parking building and the elements, wUrck is 
responsible for the docks project, and for the supervision of all the 
architectural elements proposed in De Entree, such as the bridges 
and jetties. The city of Amsterdam has developed a great culture 
around "two wheels" to respond to the almost 900,000 bicycles 
owned by its 882,000 inhabitants. The central railway station was 
built on three artificial islands and has always been a nerve centre 
of communication. Although the Dutch are used to dealing with 
water, the construction of the building was not without complexity 
and required draining part of the area during construction, 
protecting the area with a metal sheet piling that allowed the 
structure of concrete slabs and pillars to be raised, to then cover 
it again with water from the river IJ, from which the rest of the 
city's canals are also fed. 

** Bicycle Flat VMX Architects Stationsplein 49 

The 100-metre long bicycle flat at the Central Station was built in 
2001 to temporarily store thousands of bikes during the period that 
old bicycle-stands had to be removed during the large renovation of 
the surroundings at Central Station. The building was built over 
water to maximize land-use (or in this case: water-use). It consists 
out of three slightly sloping parking decks. The continuous ramps 
along which the bicycles can be stored make for a very functional 
organisation, while adding quality to the experience of the users. 
After comfortably cycling up, rather than walking and pushing one’s 
bike, all efforts are rewarded with a belvedere over the city. Next 
to its function as storage, the building has revealed different uses. 
Skaters love to use it as a podium for their stunts, and tourist 
never leave without having taken their pictures in front of it. 

**** Cuyperspassage Benthem Crouwel 
Architects Cuyperspassage 

Cuyperspassage is the name of the new tunnel at Amsterdam 
Central Station that connects the city and the waters of the IJ-
river. Since the end of 2015 it has been used by large numbers of 
cyclists, some 15,000 daily, and pedestrians 24 hours a day. This 
‘slow traffic corridor’ was exactly what many users of the city felt 
was lacking. What once was by necessity a left or right turn is now, 
at long last, straight ahead. The tunnel is 110 metres long, ten 
metres wide and three metres high. Its design makes a clear division 
between the two modes of travel. By making the pedestrian level 



 

 

appreciably higher than the cycleway, pedestrians know where they 
have to be and feel safe there. Cyclists enjoy the spatial sensation 
of a rapid through route, accompanied by a continuous run of LED 
lamps along the raised edge of the footpath. The pedestrian path 
has a smooth finish of handmade glazed ceramic tiles. The cycleway 
by contrast has a rougher, open finish of black sound-absorbing 
asphalt and steel gratings. This is to enhance user comfort, given 
the tunnel’s concrete structure and great length. The gratings are 
impossible to litter with posters and flyers and their open structure 
reduces the risk of graffiti. The tunnel is clad on one side by 
nearly 80,000 Delft Blue tiles: a true Dutch spectacle at a central 
spot in Amsterdam. 

***** Centraal Station Benthem Crouwel 
Architects 

Prins Hendrikkade 
37A 

Benthem Crouwel Architects has designed seven new metro stations 
for the new Noord/Zuidlijn line. Amsterdammers and tourists alike 
can now traverse the six mile north-south route through the city in 
just 15 minutes, 22 years after the project began. Design work 
began on Station Noord, Station Noorderpark, Centraal Station, 
Station Rokin, Station Vijzelgracht, Station De Pijp, and Station 
Europaplein in 1996, with construction starting in 2003. Station 
entrances have been left uncovered, with escalators leading directly 
to entrance halls that in turn have direct views of the track to 
create a sense of continuous public space. All the stations have 
been designed to be distinctive, but are all unified by plans that 
make it as easy and fast as possible to travel from street level to 
train carriage. In order to help maintain each of the stations' 
appearances the materials used throughout were chosen to being 
easy to clean and replace. Clear materials were installed and 
deliberate lighting choices made to ensure the stations are well lit 
and feel safe to use. Mon-Sun (6am-midnight) 

* Scheepvaarthuis Johan van der Mey Prins Hendrikkade 108 

The Shipping House (Scheepvaarthuis) is a building completed in 1916 
as the home of several shipping companies. It was located on the 
Prins Hendrikkade and was erected on the spot where Cornelis 
Houtman's first trip to the East Indies had begun in 1595. It is one 
of the top 100 Dutch heritage sites and generally regarded as the 
first true example of the Amsterdam School, a style characterised 
by "expressive dynamism, lavish ornamentation and colourful 
embellishments". A large group of artists participated in the 
extensive decoration of both the exterior and the interior of the 
building. The shipping companies housed inside were all involved in 
global trade, their combined lines "circumnavigated the earth in 
several directions" from Dutch hub points in the East and West 
Indies. Several features of the building are particularly noteworthy: 
the richly decorated central staircase; the boardroom on the floors 
at the corner of the Prins Hendrikkade and the Binnenkant; and the 
large meeting room on the third floor on the Prins Hendrikkade 
side. The building's design and execution were entrusted to the 
brothers Johan Godart and Adolf Daniel Nicholas van Gendt. The van 
Gendt brothers were responsible for the technical implementation 
and the design of the concrete frame. The architectural design was 
left to the then relatively unknown architect Johan van der Mey. 
The Amsterdam School architects Michel de Klerk and Piet Kramer 
also contributed. Mon-Sun (10am-12am) 

**** Openbare Bibliotheek 
Amsterdam Jo Coenen Oosterdoksstraat 143 

The Openbare Bibliotheek Amsterdam (Amsterdam Public Library) was 
built in 2007 as a public library. The building is grated and 
sharpened like a stone monolith to make sure that the inner life will 
be as comfortable as possible. At some places, the building is set 
back from the prescribed urban borders. As a result of this, an 
inner space existed which creates natural light in the interior space. 
Despite of the immense program of the building, which was ought to 
be met, it was possible to create a diverge building with multiple 
shaped sub volumes where as well intimacy as overview and 
orientation can come together. The exterior is, in a way of speaking, 
thought out from the inside. The main goal was “to create spots”, 
which come to live and will develop a value which makes you decide 
to stay, supported by light, space and color. n order to achieve 
flexibility and a clear arrangement of the extensive and complex 
Public Library building, only a limited number of columns were used 
and all spaces were left as open as possible, without any obstacles. 
Mon-Fri (8am-10pm), Sat-Sun (10am-8pm) 

**** Conservatorium van 
Amsterdam de Architekten Cie Oosterdokskade 151 

Plot 5 of ODE (Oosterdokseiland, Eastern Dock Island) is part of a 
high-density redevelopment taking place on the former PTT post-
sorting yard in Amsterdam. The blueprint denotes 200,000 m² of 
diverse programme, including the new Amsterdam Central Library, a 
hotel, offices, residential buildings, and leisure facilities. The brief 
for Plot 5 comprises a school of music, offices, cafes and 
restaurants, of which the school makes the most specific technical 
and programmatic demands on the design. The Amsterdam 
Conservatory of Music can best be described as a college and a 
concert hall in one. The programme has three components which 
determine the architectural expression in an almost classical manner: 
‘the performing heart’ - the plinth - consisting of 5 auditoriums for 
different kinds of performances and the foyer-cumcanteen; ‘the 
school building’ - the shaft - with all the classrooms; and ‘the 
study building’ - the architrave - with study rooms, the library, the 
lecture hall, and the offices. The design follows this programmatic 
subdivision by vertically organizing these components in three 
clusters: from collective to individual, from extravert to introvert. 
The foyer is situated on the ground floor, giving the school an 
inviting allure in relation to the immediate environment. It also 
means that the building is arranged around the most important aim 
of the education: the performance of music. Practically all the 
educational and rehearsal areas in the school of music have been 
constructed according to the box-in-a-box principle. Due to the 
complex acoustic demands of the programme and the required high 
standard of sound insulation from the surroundings, use has been 
made of the ‘engawa’ principle. This is a Japanese housing typology 
where all corridors of a house are placed along the perimeter of a 
building. Mon-Sat (8am-11pm), Sun (10am-6pm) 

***** Science Center NEMO Renzo Piano Oosterdok 2 

The NINT’s site is located in the heart of Amsterdam near the 
railway station, the Maritime Museum and the Zoo. The museum is 
built above the entrance of an underwater road tunnel, a major civil 
engineering structure of the 1960s, projecting into the harbour. As 
the underground tunnel sinks into the harbour from the city, a 
pedestrian ramp rises above the water thus creating a panoramic 
view of the city centre, the museum itself occupying the wedge of 
space between the two. The building, completed in 1997, establishes 
a gradual transition from the scale of the historic centre of 
Amsterdam to the openness of the harbour. On pier level, where a 
pedestrian bridge from the central station lands and water taxis 
can embark, the visitors enter the main hall, whilst a second 



 

 

entrance on the roof terrace gives access to the museum for those 
arriving front the ramp. Surrounded by water, the building has a 
ship-like form and pre-oxidized copper-clad facades, referencing the 
surrounding port. It contains five floors of hands-on science 
exhibitions and is the largest science center in the Netherlands. It 
attracts around 670,000 visitors annually, which makes it the eighth 
most visited museum in the Netherlands. A pedestrian ramp leads up 
onto the building’s sloping roof that serves as a public piazza for 
visitors and as a social focus for the neighborhood. Great skyline 
views from here.  General admission €17.5, students €8.75. 
Tue-Sun (10am-5.30pm) 

 
 Zone 2: Amsterdam-Oost (East) 

*** Muziekgebouw aan 't 
IJ 3XN Architects Piet Heinkade 1 

The new Muziekgebouw in Amsterdam, completed in 2005, is the 
location for two music institutions in Amsterdam: the Ijsbreker for 
modern music and the BIMhuis for jazz and improvised music. The 
structure of the building consists in a concrete volume, surrounded 
by a glass façade and covered by a roof slab, oriented towards the 
harbor and the station; on the right side a solid box is ejected over 
the side channel, supported by a bridge structure. These objects, 
the glass volume, the hanged box and the covering roof, explain 
already from the exterior the hierarchy and the relation between 
space and functions. The project is then an ensemble of different 
objects under a common roof, coming from the idea of gathering 
more functions to let the complex attract a wide range of 
customers and visitors all day long. The fortunate location of the 
building has been enhanced by transparency. The main access is by a 
pedestrian bridge which leads to the upper foyer, and through the 
façade transparency it is evident how the foyer develops further 
down towards the terrace on the last part of the pier, offering 
spectacular views to and from the Amsterdam harbour. The 
untreated wood flooring and the concrete walls play together with 
the glazed façade to warm the large foyer both in feelings and in 
acoustics. Mon-Sat (2-6pm) 

*** Movenpick Hotel Claus En Kaan 
Architecten Piet Heinkade 11 

The Amsterdam Movenpick Hotel, completed in 2006, sits beside the 
IJ with the Muziekgebouw & BIMhuis on one side and the Passenger 
Ship Terminal on the other. As such, it is ideally placed to attract 
visitors frequenting both venues. This 65 metre high, four star hotel 
offers its visitors a choice of 408 rooms. On top of a red ceramic-
clad plinth, which runs through to the Passenger Terminal, stands 
the nine-storey hotel tower. The façade of the hotel is made out of 
horizontal strips of glass, granite, marble and white concrete. Due 
to the stripe pattern and the materials, the façade is unusually 
abstract: neither the floors nor the function can be read from 
outside. 

** Huys Africa 
residential building KCAP Vemenplein 21 

Huys Africa was built in 2005 as a residential building. Along the 
banks of the river IJ in Amsterdam, the former dockland has been 
transformed into a high-density residential and working area. On the 
site known as De Pakhuysen (The Warehouses) along 'Oostelijke 
Handelskade', old warehouses and new blocks form a differentiated 
complex of interlocking buildings that preserve the views through to 
the IJ. Huys Afrika occupies an important position in terms of urban 
development and, with the old warehouses, forms a monumental 
moment at the junction of the bridge to Java Island. With respect 
for the old warehouse, the new building is carefully intertwined with 
the warehouse. The new building houses 52 apartments that have 
been placed on and next to the former warehouse. Columns and 
stairwells of the new building pierce through the warehouse. 
Floating above the warehouse, the building gives a new look to the 
IJ bank. The facade pattern with an anthracite base colour, rust-
brown spots, transitions and the density of the spots is not a 
coincidence, but designed. The spots follow a repetitive system to 
allow efficient production. In the shape of the patterns, it was 
decided not to make this visible, as if the spots were 
scattered. The play of colors in the facade creates a clear link with 
the character of the Oostelijk Handelskade location and also gives 
the concrete material a touchable, less harsh appearance. 

***** Hotel Jakarta 
Amsterdam WestCord Javakade 766, 1019 

SH Amsterdam 

Given the prominent location on the IJ river, the city council wanted 
a unique hotel concept, not only in its architecture, but also in its 
public programming and sustainability. Hotel Jakarta Amsterdam was 
built in 2018 as a unique hotel concept, not only in its architecture, 
but also in its public programming and sustainability. HOTEL 
JAKARTA is an energy neutral building and BREEAM Excellent 
certified with 200 luxurious hotel rooms and a sky-bar, all offering 
stunning views over the river IJ. Unique for the Netherlands is its 
30-m high load-bearing timber structure. All the beams, columns, 
ceilings and window frames are made of natural, FSC or PEFC 
certified timber. SeARCH translated structural and architectural 
requirements into a clever design where thin high-quality 
prefabricated concrete floors are combined with cross-laminated 
structural wooden walls and ceilings. Each room fitted on a standard 
truck, and was delivered to site fully equipped with a passive 
façade, balcony and complete bathroom for plug-and play, including 
all necessary technical installations and interior finishes. 

** Hoogtij Diener & Diener KNSM laan 2 

The KNSM-and Java-Islands in the East Harbor of Amsterdam date 
back to the end of the nineteenth century. Constructed as 
breakwaters off the docklands, they served to protect the large 
trade vessel discharging their cargo onto smaller ships. The KNSM-
Island refers to the east leg of the Y-shaped island (named for the 
Royal Netherlands Steamship Company (KNSM) that used this side) 
while Java-Island refers to the island’s west leg. The shape and 
location of the island relate it to the city in a specific way: Java-
Island runs parallel to the harbor and KNSM-Island juts westward to 
the city center at an oblique angle. At the southern entrance of the 
Java-eiland, the large housing project built in 2000 is divided into 
two parts and links Java (west) and KNSM (eastern part of the 
island) with each other. Both are made out of red bricks, but differ 
in shape and size. The extended form of the Long House contrasts 
with the giant residential apartment buildings that like a pendulum 
extend into or rather along the waterfront. At first glance, the 
building’s appearance is not that of a residential building. Its body 
appears structural while its transverse axis has an air of 
permeability. The second house, set back from the water, also 
shares clear similarities to a hotel or warehouse. In addition to the 
typological affinities that both buildings share with storage facilities 
or shipping centers and in addition to their spatial constellation, 
what relates and sets this unequal set of buildings apart from the 
existing structures around them, is the bricks used in their façade. 

***** KNSM Island 
Skydome Wiel Arets KNSM-laan 327 KNSM Island Skydome was built in 1995 as a residential building. The 

design consists of four separate but closely grouped towers. The 



 

 

project has has 21 stories, each a level of housing containing five 
apartments, as well as five penthouses on the highest floor. The 
tower block stands on the KNSM Island, formerly occupied by the 
Royal Netherlands Steamboat Company, with a view of Amsterdam in 
one direction and the waters of the IJ in the other. The different 
apartment types have simply been stacked and each stacked tower 
is ‘fixed’ to the other with balconies. The facades are not of stone, 
but anthracite colored concrete that was cast into rubber elements 
of 2 by 2 meter. The same façade-system was used in apartment-
tower De Hoge Heren in Rotterdam. Fluctuating in height with 
regards to the ground floor level, the elements are designed so as 
to create a skyline at ground level, and views are afforded through 
the indoor car park from this level as well. 

* Piraeus Hans Kollhoff with 
RAPP + RAPP Levantkade 127 

The Piraeus residential building, located in Amsterdam’s Eastern 
Docklands, with its 300 homes and commercial units, was part of the 
development of the KNSM island, within an urban expansion in the 
1990s. Two guidelines were formulated for the design of the building, 
which significantly influenced its current appearance: the 
preservation of the adjacent garden by landscape architect Mien 
Ruys and the preservation of the old harbor building on the 
Levantkade. In addition, architects Hans Kollhoff and Christian Rapp 
wanted to bring more light into the inner courtyards and provide the 
residents of the north wing with better lighting and views. All this 
resulted in a sculptural building with bended facade lines and a 
flowing, almost ‘dragging’ roofline, which descends from nine floors 
on the north side to four floors on the south side. Access is 
provided by an ingenious system of entrances, galleries, and central 
access cores, whose positioning contributes to a varied overall 
façade. The use of a dark brick and wooden façade elements binds 
the facade into a uniform overall concept. 

**** iJ Tower Neutelings & Riedijk 1019 dn, Oostelijke 
Handelskade 1213 

This pioneering 1998 tower in the Eastern Docklands has 68 
apartments in total, which are grouped to 4 per floor around a 
central core. Setbacks of the building have two effects: 
Aesthetically give the tower a great character and monumental 
sculptures, and also ensure that all floors are different. 
Impressively, it has 20 varieties of housing in total. Over the 
monotone backdrop of the windows, violent fissures on the opaque 
panels reveal a second skin of reddish wood. This invites one to 
gaze at the tower from corner to corner, tautening the facade’s 
decorated fabric diagonally. These random clefts dramatically lighten 
the construction at certain points, and made it possible to plan each 
floor differently. The architects had resorted to this trick in 
previous projects. But whereas at the Hollainhof in Ghent the 
variation yields very assorted dwellings and a diversity that 
enriches the complex, here, as well as in the recent towers of The 
Hague and Rotterdam and in the Prisenhoek block of Sittard, it is an 
exclusively formal, almost calligraphic procedure. 

** Piet Hein Tunnel 
Building UNStudio Oosterdok and 

Zeeburg 

The tunnel, completed in 1997, is part of the continuing development 
of the eastern area of Amsterdam and is situated in the midst of 
several new building projects. This project consists mainly of two 
small service buildings. These technical constructions each have a 
concrete core, enveloped by an asymmetrical skin of perforated 
steel plates and titlted roof planes. In conjunction with the general 
asymmetry this emphasizes the ‘un-architectural’, object-like 
character of the inaccessible service structures. Rather than real, 
lived-in buildings, these structures function as urban signposts for 
the tunnel entrances. These entrances are characterized by the 
simple application of profiled aluminium cladding. Steel beams are 
placed crossways over the sober concrete tunnel mouths. 

***** The Whale de Architekten Cie Baron G. A. 
Tindalplein 1 

The Whale is one of three big “meteorites” which have landed in-
between the low-rise row houses on the Islands of Borneo and 
Sporenburg, it was built in 2000. Thanks to its sculptural shape, 
this building by Frits van Dongen is a real landmark. Inside are 194 
apartments, office and retail space. The traditional closed block has 
been transformed by lifting the two, so the public space flows 
through underneath. Inside the block is a private garden, designed 
by West 8. The Whale consistently affords different views of the 
environment from various positions generating at the same time an 
enormous diversity of housing types, in the lower and upper edges 
of the building in particular. Conservatories provide a wide view of 
Amsterdam's inner city and across the expansive waters of the 
river IJ. 

**** Borneo Sporenburg 
Bridges West 8 Panamakade 144  

The three bridges of Borneo/Sporenburg by West 8 play an 
essential role at the creation of the unique atmosphere in the 
harbour-residential area. Two of the bridges, one on the West side 
and the other on the East side, span the 93-meter wide water of 
the Railroad basin and connect the islands of Borneo and 
Sporenburg. The third bridge is situated in the line of the East 
bridge and spans the 25-meter wide inland port. The two harbour 
peninsulas Borneo and Sporenburg in Amsterdam were transformed 
into a neighbourhood for 6000 resident. Built between 1996 – 2000, 
West 8 acted as Masterplan designer and architectural supervisor 
for over 30 architects, ensuring diversity and uniqueness in the 
executed development. 

* IJburg College 2 Atelier PRO Foekje Dillemastraat 
116 

IJburg College 2 was built in 2016 as an extension of IJburg College’s 
main school. The school’s site is surrounded by greenery and water, 
typical for Zeeburgereiland. Atelier PRO’s design comprises a 
compact building that is adapted closely to the urban design 
framework. The main concept of the design was developed from a 
bottom-up approach whereby students, teachers and parents were 
asked to contribute ideas about the school. This was combined with 
the school’s vision that the shared floors for practical subjects be 
placed centrally between two departments to create a meeting point. 
The introduction of a split-level maximises the limited building 
volume and facilitates greater spatial connections between the 
different functions. The gold anodised aluminium facade cladding 
lends the building a striking but harmonious appearance in the 
neighbourhood, which consists of mainly stone buildings. 

***** Sluishuis Bjarke Ingels Haringbuisdijk, 1086 
VA Amsterdam 

Sluishuis, completed in 2022, is a contemporary translation of the 
typology of the Amsterdam building block that responds specifically 
to its special location in the water. The volume is elevated on one 
side to allow the water into the courtyard and stepped down on the 
other side to make an inviting gesture towards IJburg with friendly 
green terraces. From every angle, you experience the Sluishuis 
volume differently. The classical courtyard building is revitalized by 
two transformations; it fully embraces the idea of living on the 
water and appears different from every vantage point. Toward the 
water the block is lifted up, forming a large opening that brings 
water from the IJ Lake into the courtyard and brings daylight and 
views to the complex’s inner apartments. Toward the neighboring 



 

 

urban district the block steps down like a cascade of landscaped 
terraces, creating a natural transition from cityscape to 
smallerscale, natural surroundings. A promenade with public 
programs winds around the building and continues into the water, 
forming an archipelago of islands with houseboats, a sailing school, 
and floating gardens. A public passage climbs the cascading terraces 
of the building, serving as a small rooftop street that eventually 
loops onto the very top of the building to create a viewing platform 
over the IJ Lake. The passage will not only create adestination for 
visitors and neighbors, but will connect the residential units to each 
other and create a unique three-dimensional community between the 
residents of the building. 

** Floating Houses in 
IJburg 

Architectenbureau 
Marlies Rohmer Haringbuisdijk 2 

The Netherlands has a history of living close to water and of coping 
with its caprices. That means living on land protected by dykes, on 
mounds, on shore or floating. Only recently have floating homes 
been eligible as a significant solution to Holland’s modern housing 
needs. Canals with houseboats are of course a familiar sight in 
Dutch cities and one may find the occasional floating hotel or 
restaurant. But these are always individual units and bear more 
resemblance to boats than to houses. These complex of houses was 
completed  in 2010 are financially classified as immovable properties, 
and compete with land-based accommodation in their interior volume 
and comfort level. The new water-based developments can 
incorporate several forms of living with the water. Besides floating 
homes, they may include amphibious homes and homes that stand 
free of the water on mounds, dykes or other waterside situations. 
The IJburg district of Amsterdam is to have complete floating 
neighbourhoods, with jetties instead of paved footpaths and city 
plazas. 

*** Jonas' IJburg 
Orange Architects, 
Felixx Landscape 

Architects 
Krijn Taconiskade, 

1087 HW Amsterdam 

Jonas is located at the harbor of Amsterdam IJburg and 
accommodates 190 mid-market rental studios, 83 owner-occupied 
apartments and a range of supporting facilities. The name Jonas 
refers to the story of ‘Jonas and the Whale’. It stands for 
adventure, but also for protection and comfort inside a ‘big body’. It 
is a heroic building with a warm heart. But Jonas is also a 
sustainable and attractive building that stands out from the 
surrounding buildings in IJburg – if only because of the special site 
on the headland and the special program it accommodates. The 
building expresses in a striking manner themes that belong to this 
location: water, quayside and the craft of shipbuilding. The building 
with its irregular openings creates the impression that the windows 
are gently undulating across the facade. The interior is unexpected 
and surrealistic. The spatial concept is based on the way traditional 
wooden ships are constructed: a skeleton consisting of a series of 
trusses arranged in a row, which form the main structure. 

**** IJburg College LIAG Pampuslaan 1 

IJburg College is a community school built in 2011 with a diverse 
intersectoral curriculum for preparatory secondary vocational 
education and enhanced language, art, culture and sports 
programmes at the senior general secondary and pre-university 
education levels, with intensive cooperation with various expertise 
centres. The structure comprises three sub-schools in order to 
preserve the small-scale character, with one school for each two 
school years. The building is more than a school, however; it also 
provides the neighbourhood with room for a café, theatre, gym, 
health centre and underground parking. In the process of working 
out the details of the facade, a deliberate choice was made to give 
the complex a single identity. Made of folded metal panels, the 
unique exterior boldly stands out amongst the brick and smooth 
faces of the neighbouring buildings. 

*** Pure pavilion emma Architecten Overdiemerweg 37 

Pure pavilion was built in 2012 as a new pavilion of the Fort 
Diemerdam, a UNESCO world heritage site. The objective was to make 
it accessible to visitors, tourists and those interested. The existing 
bunkers and fortress guardian house were also restored. Paviljoen 
Puur can be exclusively reserved for corporate and private events 
such as product presentations, meetings, corporate events and 
weddings. Paviljoen Puur is located on the exact site of a former 
soldiers' shelter. The footprint of this shelter was taken as the 
basis for the pavilion. The design is inspired by the undulating forms 
of the slopes and the surrounding landscape. Openings in the sloping 
wall give views of the gun bays, a terrace and the direction of the 
island Pampus, the next fortress of defence line. Sun (12-6pm) 

***** Tennisclub IJburg MVRDV Zandzeggestraat 1 

IJburg is a new district to the east of Amsterdam. On its six 
artificial islands, 18,000 homes will be eventually be built for 45,000 
residents. At present, the district holds just 16,000 of these 
inhabitants. There are many initiatives to attract people to the 
area, such as the beach at Blijburg aan Zee, and the newly formed 
IJburg Tennis Club itself. Tennisclub IJburg was built in 2015 as an 
extension to the tennis club, which currently has 1100 members, 10 
clay courts and a tennis school. The aim of the club is to be as 
accessible as possible, meaning that it is open to the public, free of 
charge, 365 days a year. Not a private club, but a meeting place for 
young and old, where you can grab a coffee and a healthy snack, or 
meet with friends, or even just check your emails. MVRDV’s 
challenge was to create a building that works as a central gathering 
for the area. A living room for IJburg, where the building becomes a 
part of the community like piece of street furniture. 
Mon-Sun (9am-11pm) 

*** Science Park 
Amsterdam Julius Taminiau Science Park 608 

Amsterdam Science Park has one of the largest concentrations of 
academic education and research facilities in Europe. This structure 
was built in 2018 as a temporary startup hub using shipping 
containers. Containers, with their portable, stackable and widely 
available qualities, are currently a popular experimenting ground in 
architecture. At Startup Village, up-cycled shipping containers have 
been arranged around a central square, which can be used for 
communal open-air events. Startup Village was designed like a 
village. The upcycled container offices are placed around a big 
communal square which could be used for big open-air events. The 
event space is – like a church – placed at the end of the square 
and could be used separately or as an extension of the square for 
network-events, lectures, symposia but also for music and movie 
nights. There is a coworking space at the beginning of the square, 
with “streets” next to it leading to the square. Next to the Event 
Space there is a large set of steps (like the Spanish steps in Rome) 
which can be used as a communal space and for open-air lectures. A 
covered events space sits at the end of the square, for hosting 
lectures, networking parties and casual events such as movie nights. 
events@startupvillage.nl 

**** Amsterdam 
University College  Mecanoo Science Park 113 

Science Park Amsterdam, the international knowledge centre in the 
Watergraafsmeer neighbourhood is the new home for the Liberal 
Arts and Sciences program at the Amsterdam University College, a 



 

 

joint institute of the University of Amsterdam and VU University 
Amsterdam. Science Park is located in the eastern part of the city, 
close to Amsterdam’s historic seventeenth-century city centre. In 
September 2012, international students and professors started at 
the new school of 5,800 m², that can accommodate 900 students. 
Surrounded by other science buildings, the SciencePark provides an 
interesting environment for the AUC with optimal opportunities for 
cross fertilization of ideas and talent. The striking façade is made 
of corten steel and furnishes the building with a warm yet formal 
presence which resonates with the architecture of the Science Park. 

**** Bar Botanique Studio Modijefsky Eerste Van 
Swindenstraat 581 

A tropical addition to the restaurant scene in Amsterdam East, Bar 
Botanique, designed by Studio Modijefsky, brings a fresh and green 
interior to the former local Dutch café, De Ponteneur. Located 
adjacent to the multicultural Javastraat, Bar Botanique Café 
Tropique is the place to be from early mornings to late in the 
evening. Double high large windows cover the entire façade of the 
corner building and spill in plenty of daylight, creating a direct link 
between the interior and its surroundings. The windows are a focal 
point in the design and concept of the interior, mirrors hang from 
the ceiling reflecting light and the scenery. A train, running by 
opposite the café, creates a flickering reflection which is captured 
in the bar back wall with the diverse use of colour, fabric and 
mirror strokes. Sun-Thu (9am-1am), Fri-Sat (9am-3am) 

*** Studio Thonik MVRDV Weesperzijde 79A, 
1091 EJ Amsterdam 

In the hidden inner court of an Amsterdam Block in the east of the 
city, the client, owners of the renowned graphic design firm Thonik, 
desired a house, both for living and working, but the municipality 
only allowed them an office. The design itself is radical in its 
simplicity: a simple shoe-box with two floors, as simple as possible, 
except that the first floor was not flat but a sequence of large 
steps. This resulted in a ground floor with increasing ceiling heights 
towards the garden, and a first floor stepping up towards the roof 
deck. In order to also keep the execution as simple as possible, 
lightweight stone block was selected as the main building material, 
with the lightweight blocks serving as insulation and structure at 
the same time. A polyurethane coating in a single bright colour was 
added for the walls, floors, fences, mailbox, ping pong table, 
benches, and pool makes it stand out in the area, which was at the 
time dominated by grey uninspiring blocks. 

**** Watervilla de Omval +31 Architects Omval 4 

Watervilla de Omval was built in 2010 as a floating house. While the 
main level holds the living spaces, a flight of stairs brings residents 
to the terrace which offers wide views over the Amstel. Lowering 
the bedroom half a story, allows for a logical transition not only to 
the above terrace by also to below for access from the ground 
floor to the basement. A large void brings daylight into the 
basement and allows provides a visual connection betweent he 
floors. The Watervilla de Omval has a kitchen and living space level 
with the water, with cabins below the water line reached via a split 
level that houses the bathroom. 

*** Haut Amsterdam Team V architecten Korte Ouderkerkerdijk 
1, 1096 AC Amsterdam 

HAUT, a residential tower completed in 2022, is a prototype for 
building innovative and environmentally-friendly high-rise timber 
structures. The team built an ambitious sustainable building: a timber 
skyscraper, with 21 floors one of the tallest timber towers in the 
world. Never before has this highest sustainability rating – BREEAM 
Outstanding - been awarded to a residential building in the 
Netherlands. As a result of the new techniques for a timber hybrid 
tower of 73 meters high, there is interest from all over the world 
for this combination of sustainability and urban densification. The 
development site of HAUT beside the River Amstel did not simply go 
to the highest bidder. In assessing offers, the municipality of 
Amsterdam also weighed both architectural quality and sustainability. 
The selected proposal is a 21-story residential tower in timber, one 
of the tallest wooden structures in the world. The innovative 
project has helped put timber back on the world map as a structural 
building material. In contrast to concrete and steel, timber 
production causes no carbon emissions. Timber actually stores 
carbon. Moreover, timber is renewable if harvested from sustainable 
forestry production. 

**** QO Amsterdam 
Paul de Ruiter 
Architects, 
Mulderblauw 

Architects and Arup 
Amstelvlietstraat 4 

Spread over 21 floors, the 276-room hotel is located 10 minutes 
from Amsterdam's central station in an area of the city called 
Amstelkwartier, which is currently undergoing development. The hotel 
is in the process of becoming the first hotel in Europe to achieve 
LEED Platinum – an internationally recognised sustainability 
standard. Tank and Conran and Partners have completed the 
interiors of the hotel, which features many holistic wellness and 
sustainability features including a rooftop greenhouse and intelligent 
facade. The hotel’s façade provides an insight into how sustainability 
is integrated into the building’s functionality. The position of the 819 
individually moveable façade panels respond to the desired room 
temperature and the outdoor climate. Each panel automatically 
closes position based on an intricate algorithm, which creates an 
energy balance for each individual room without using additional 
energy for heating, cooling or ventilation. 

*** Ruby Emma Hotel & 
Bar 

Paul de Ruiter + 
Mulderblauw + Arup 

Amstelvlietstraat 4, 
1096 GG Amsterdam 

Ruby Emma is building itself a special meeting place that will bring 
people – local and from the farthest corners of the world – into 
contact with one another in a way that encourages the greatest 
respect for one another and for the environment. The innovative 
design closes the cycles relating to the use of energy, water, waste 
and materials to the greatest degree possible. Ruby Emma revolves 
around authenticity, local tips and good energy. Good energy means 
taking care of the world around us. The philosophy of the 300-room 
hotel is reflected in its revolutionary design, which closes four 
cycles. The façade opens and closes by room, its responsiveness 
based on each room’s temperature and that of the building as a 
whole. 

 
 Zone 3: Amsterdam-Zuid (South) 

***** Rijksmuseum 
Pierre Cuypers (1885) 

and Cruz y Ortiz 
Arquitectos (2013) 

Museumstraat 1 

This magnificent building by Pierre Cuypers has been dedicated to 
arts and history since its completion in 1885. The newest addition – 
the Asian pavilion – was designed by Cruz y Ortiz and opened in 
2013. The museum’s two inner courtyards have now been opened up, 
with the removal of galleries that were added in the 1950’s and 
1960’s. A two-part atrium has been created by sinking the floor of 
the two courtyards below ground level and connecting them via an 
underground zone beneath the original passageway through the 
building. Notable paintings include The Milkmaid (1657) by Vermeer. 
General admission €22,5. The museum is also open on Christmas day, 
Boxing Day and New Year's day. Mon-Sun (9am-5pm) 

*** Ateliergebouw 
Rijksmuseum 

Cruz y Ortiz 
Arquitectos Hobbemastraat 22 The Atelier Building, built in 2007, accommodates workshops where 

different restoration activities are carried out, is an important 



 

 

element in the general renovation of the Rijksmuseum in Amsterdam. 
Given the fact that the Museum’s main building will be dedicated 
solely to display the collection, a new location has been deemed 
necessary for its other former uses. Out of this need arises the 
construction of the Atelier Building, a specific building to house the 
various workshops of the Museum, where paintings and furniture, 
textiles and models of boats, silver and porcelain objects are 
restored. 

***** Van Gogh Museum Gerrit Rietveld and 
Kisho Kurokawa 

Paulus Potterstraat 
7, 1071 CX 

The Van Gogh Museum in Amsterdam is one of the Netherlands’ most 
popular museums. The ever-growing stream of visitors required 
intelligent solutions for these buildings, which were designed by 
Rietveld (1973) and Kurokawa (1999). The design consists in broad 
outlines of a further elaboration of the elliptical wing of the 
building that Kurokawa had built in Amsterdam in 1999. Kisho 
Kurokawa Architect and Associates, the firm founded by the late 
Kisho Kurokawa and designer of the temporary exhibitions wing 
opened in 1999, prepared the draft design for the new entrance hall. 
Hans van Heeswijk Architects then elaborated on this to create a 
solution in which the existing wing and the new structure form a 
surprising new whole. The most important requests made by the 
clients were the scale of this new museum in comparison to the 
surrounding buildings (especially the neighboring Stedelijk Museum) 
and to accommodate lots of overhead natural daylight in the main 
atrium space. Each successive upper floor has progressively less 
area, making it possible for visitors to see each preceding gallery 
when looking down through the atrium as they advance upward 
through the museum. General admission €20. 
Mon-Sun (9am-6pm) 

***** Stedelijk Museum 
Amsterdam 

Benthem Crouwel 
Architekten Museumplein 10 

The Stedelijk Museum - Museum of Modern Art, located on the 
Museumplein in Amsterdam, is the largest museum of modern and 
contemporary modern art in the Netherlands. The historic red-brick 
museum building dates from 1895 and the museums collection includes 
special works of art by world-famous modern artists, including 
Dutch artists from the 20th century. The existing building of the 
Stedelijk Museum created in 1895 by the municipal architect A.W. 
Weismann, is celebrated for its majestic staircase, grand rooms and 
natural lighting. These strong points have been retained in the 
design by Benthem Crouwel Architects along with the colour white. 
The new entrance seamlessly fits into the existing central access 
zone of the symmetrical building and is an extension. By partly 
lifting the added volume and sinking the rest underground, the 
existing building remains virtually untouched and fully visible. The 
museum's collection includes modern art, contemporary art, and 
design. General admission €22.50, students (under 29) €10. 
Mon-Sun (10am-6pm) 

*** Hermes Amsterdam 
Store MVRDV Pieter Cornelisz 

Hooftstraat 68 

P.C. Hooftstraat, a delightful little street dating mostly to the 19th 
century, is nowadays known for its high-end flagship stores. In 2016, 
MVRDV was appointed to revamp this brick block and the result 
couldn’t be more thoughtful. Using hundreds of specially-engineered 
glass bricks and a transparent high-strength sealant, the façade 
was made more permeable whilst still mimicking the original building 
design and evoking the vernacular aspects of the area. When 
Hermès moved in earlier in 2019, they further enhanced the space 
removing a blank wall from behind the upper half of the facade 
(making the interior entirely visible from the outside) and adding 
special brand culture touches (like the delicate leather handrails of 
the main staircase). Mon-Fri (10am-6pm), Sat (10am-5.30pm) 

**** Conservatorium hotel Piero Lissoni Van Baerlestraat 27 

The Conservatorium hotel building was originally designed by the 
Dutch architect Daniel Knuttel as the Rijkspostspaarbank, the 
national saving bank, and sparked the regeneration of the Museum 
Quarter at the end of the 19th century (1897). When the 
Rijkspostspaarbank had to move offices following a series of 
merges, the building was abandoned in 1978. After lying empty for 
five years, it became the home of the newly formed Sweelinck 
Conservatorium, consisting of three musical institutes. Some 
remodelling was required to modernise Daniel Knuttel’s architecture 
into functional acoustic classrooms. In April 2008 the Conservatorium 
of Amsterdam outgrew its home and departed to its current location 
at Oosterdokseiland. In 2008, The Set purchased this wonderful 
building, attracted by its glorious past. In a vision to restore its 
former beauty, award winning Milan-based designer Piero Lissoni 
guided the creation of the hotel whose rich historical narrative is 
woven with utmost care. Known for his austere lines, demure fabrics 
and shades of grey with occasional bright accents, Lissoni is 
considered one of the most prominent and exciting contemporary 
Italian designers and architects. His clean designs are a hybrid of 
modernist and contemporary chic and contrast playfully with natural 
daylight throughout the building’s spaces. Furniture from leading 
Italian manufactures such as Living Divani, Kartell and Cassina sit 
prominently in all communal spaces while accent pieces such as 
vintage Asian rugs provide a sense of familiar comfort and cement 
the Conservatorium as one of the best designed hotels in 
Amsterdam. 

* Riekermolen Windmill - Buitenveldert-Oost 

De Riekermolen is a historic polder drainage windmill that dates back 
to 1636. It sits proudly on the bank of the River Amstel in 
Amsterdam, alongside a statue of Rembrandt that celebrates the 
many sketches he made in this area. De Riekermolen was once used 
to drain a large plot of land nearby but it now stands as a 
testament to a bygone era. Nevertheless, it still spins on Saturdays 
and Sundays between 12:00 and 17:00, May to September – when the 
winds are favourable, of course. In a field southwest of the mill, 
you'll find a statue of a sitting Rembrandt, who sketched the 
windmill here along the riverbank. The entrance of the Amstelpark is 
nearby the Riekermolen, one of the most beautiful parks of 
Amsterdam. 

* Elicium RAI Benthem Crouwel 
Architekten Europaplein 22 

Elicium RAI was rebuilt in 2009 over an existing 1961 Exhibition and 
Congress Centre. Its lower component, the Expo Foyer or 'Ballroom', 
hovers 5 metres above street level and is attached to the existing 
complex on both sides by aerial walkways. The origins of the RAI 
complex can be traced back to 1893, when the trade association RI 
(Rijwiel-Industrie, Dutch for "Bicycle Industry") was founded by a 
number of bicycle manufacturers. The first bicycle trade show of 
the RI was held in 1895 at the Paleis voor Volksvlijt ("Palace of 
Industry") building in Amsterdam. In 1900 the RI changed its name to 
RAI (Rijwiel en Automobiel Industrie), because many of its members 
had started manufacturing automobiles in addition to bicycles. 

***** Hotel nhow 
Amsterdam RAI OMA Europaboulevard 2b 

The main hotel for the RAI Amsterdam convention and exhibition 
center offers 650 hotel rooms across 25 floors. The three shifted 
triangular volumes of the new Nhow Amsterdam RAI Hotel are a 
unique addition to Amsterdam’s skyline. The shape of the 91-metre 



 

 

building draws from the triangular advertising column on the 
Europaplein which was once so prominent on the site, but now has 
been overtaken by the many office buildings that have been erected 
in its vicinity. The hotel’s facade is made of aluminum and a filling 
of glass panels. The building has 24 floors, of which 19 floors are 
occupied by the hotel, each floor accommodating 24 to 36 hotel 
rooms. The hotel lobby is spread over two floors, with separately 
rentable retail spaces on the ground floor and a hotel lounge and 
bar on the first floor. At the Eastern side of the building, there is 
space for the loading and unloading of goods, taxi stands, a drop-
off for bus passengers and access to the parking in the basement. 
The project has been 15-years in the making, as a larger 800-room 
proposal was once rejected by the city a few years back. 

***** RAI Car Park Benthem Crouwel 
Architects Ringweg Zuid 

RAI Amsterdam Exhibition and Convention Centre has a new, 
multifunctional car park. The building is 30 metres high and its eight 
floors offer parking space for about 1.000 cars. The car park is 
situated on the ring road A10 and the Zuidas, Amsterdam’s business 
district. What makes the building remarkable is the fact that the 
first floor is not just for parking cars, but can also be used as a 
flexible space for conventions and exhibitions. When the RAI does 
not need the car park, the building can function as a public parking 
space. Benthem Crouwel Architects has been supervisor of the 
entire RAI complex since 1989. After conference buildings Amtrium 
and Elicium, this car park is the third building Benthem Crouwel 
Architects has designed for the RAI. The building is characterized by 
a simple, rectangular shape. On the south side of the building, two 
remarkable helix-shaped towers spiral upwards: one gives access to 
the car park moving up, the other one is used by cars leaving the 
building going down. By separating the traffic flows, parking at this 
building is fast and efficient, which is very important to Amsterdam 
RAI. The towers consist of prefab concrete elements. Placed on top 
of each other, they form the driveways to enter or leave the 
parking floors. The iconic concrete helix-shaped towers are highly 
visible from the ring road A10, even more so at night when blue LED 
lights emphasize the elegant structures. 

* Stibbe Law Firm 
Headquarters JCAU B.V. Beethovenplein 10, 

Zuidas Amsterdam 

This structure was completed in 2016 as the headquarters of 
prestigious law firm Stibbe. With around 205 lawyers, including 39 
partners, the Amsterdam office is counted among the most 
prominent firms in the Netherlands servicing clients across the 
Benelux and around the world. Its urban context is characterized by 
the variety of spheres and different scale levels: to the east, the 
location is a continuation of Amsterdam’s South Axis, whereas the 
north side is mainly characterized by the A10 highway. From the 
inside, the building is organized around a triangular 8 floor high 
atrium. The addition of voids, stairs, and design with attention to 
vistas attributed to the sense of openness. Due to this, the 
visitor’s experience has become a journey through the building in 
which the view of the central atrium, is phenomenal. 

*** BankGiro Loterij Benthem Crouwel 
Architects Beethovenstraat 200 

Benthem Crouwel Architects transformed an empty, neglected office 
building into a high quality, inspiring and sustainable office where all 
employees of the Goede Doelen Loterijen (Dutch Charity Lotteries) 
can work together. The building received a BREEAM rating 
‘Outstanding’- making it the most sustainable renovated property in 
the Netherlands. The 600 employees of the Charity Lotteries had 
been scattered among different locations for years, and the client 
wanted to give them a collective home. This home needed to be a 
highly sustainable building, an important condition for this company 
that has sustainability as one of its core values. The social 
ambitions and idealism of the Charity Lotteries are now made visible 
in their office building – a transparent, accessible building that 
serves the employees as well as the neighborhood, and is a welcome 
addition to the nearby business district Amsterdam Zuidas. Besides 
offices, the building houses a public restaurant, and auditorium and 
a tv studio. 

***** Strawinskylaan 
Bicycle Parking wUrck Pr. Irenestraat 45 

Opposite Amsterdam Zuid railway station, the Strawinskylaan bicycle 
parking, designed by wUrck, opened in 2018. With a capacity of 3,750 
spaces, it became the largest underground bike parking in the Dutch 
capital. Thoughtfully designed and offering a high level of comfort, 
it is seen as setting a new standard for this kind of 
facility. Providing good parking facilities for bikes is an important 
part of the municipal strategy to guarantee a sustainable and 
comfortable access to the public transport node while increasing the 
quality of the public space. The bicycle parking can be seen as a 
public interior, but also as an underground outdoor space, an 
extension of the square above. Contained in a simple concrete 
volume with an epoxy floor, it has tree-shaped steel columns 
holding up a canopy of ceiling islands. A restrained color scheme 
provides the space with an abstract character. 

** Zuidblok Kollhoff & Pols 
architecten Stadionplein 300 

Zuidblok was built in 2017 as a housing building. The canopy with 
impressive overhang (a 16-metre cantilever supporting two floors) is 
the most eye-catching feature of the Zuidblok building on 
Amsterdam’s Stadionplein. The cantilever was originally proposed by 
OMA as a spatial solution to the impasse between the city council 
and local residents over whether or not to build on the square. The 
overhang has the merit of retaining the desired sight lines on the 
square while also giving locals a covered public space. Here faux 
buttresses have been used to lend the structure a visual sense of 
weight and solidity. This in turn serves to emphasize the play of 
sight lines around the block. Zuidblok houses a broad-ranging 
culinary programme. It is a hotel and wine bar, café-restaurant and 
culinary training centre all in one. There are flexible workspaces and 
spaces for hire for parties and conferences. 

*** Gerrit Rietveld 
Academie  

Studio Paulien 
Bremmer + 

Hootsmans Architects 

Fred. Roeskestraat 
96, 1076 ED 
Amsterdam 

Driven by lack of space, the Gerrit Rietveld Academie and Sandberg 
Instituut ordered the construction of a complementary third building 
on its grounds, opposite the building designed by Gerrit Rietveld and 
next to the expansion by Benthem & Crouwel. The resulting campus 
provides this leading art school with a new setting. With regard to 
the selection of the architects, the art academy decided to stay 
close to the character of the community and launch an in-house 
competition. Fedlev won. This cooperative of designers has turned 
its user expertise into a concept. ‘Experimentation is key at the 
academy. This essentially means looking across borders and 
disciplines. The starting point for the expansion was a scenario for 
the creation of a collective, interdisciplinary educational environment. 
The result is a landscaped building: a backdrop to making, meeting 
and exchange. Interaction as a Starting Point. The new building, 
completed in January 2019, has a rectangular floor plan and consists 
of three layers, one below ground level and the top one 
cantilevered. Next to each other on the street side are the wood 
workshop and the library. The spaces on the first floor are 



 

 

earmarked for students of the Sandberg Instituut. Other spaces in 
the building are shared, including facilities such as the assembly 
hall, the auditorium and the film studio. 

**** Amsterdam 
Orphanage Aldo van Eyck 

 
IJsbaanpad 7 

 

A cult building in the 1960s, Van Eyck‘s orphanage brought to the 
surface an idiosyncratic interpretation of modern architectural ideas 
enriched by patterns and shapes and by the balance of repetitive 
pavilions. Van Eyck’s reputation as an original designer was 
enhanced by the orphanage built in a place in the suburbs of 
Amsterdam and has influenced school buildings around the world. 
The building looks like a “casbah” (citadel) or a labyrinth. It is 
composed of innumerable interior and exterior spaces, which are 
interconnected in a complex order and merge into each other almost 
imperceptibly. In Van Eyck’s view, the private and the collective were 
closely linked and the boundary between the building and the city 
had to be disjointed. In 2014 it was declared a National Monument, 
but the masterpiece of Dutch structuralism has become obsolete and 
abandoned. 

** Na-Druk-Geluk-Brug René van Zuuk 
Architects b.v. 

Na-Druk-Geluk-Brug, 
1182 DB Amsterdam 

The “Na-Druk-Geluk-Brug” is part of the new public space around 
the Olympic stadium in the 'Noord-Zuid As' area of Amsterdam. The 
1928 Olympic stadium was completely renovated and updated to 
contemporary standards in the late nineties while considering the 
spirit of the original design made by Jan Wils. The stadium is named 
in one breath with Berlage's famous Plan Zuid because of his 
geometry and horizontality. Nowadays it is not only a statement for 
the Olympics in 1928, but also a host for several cultural and 
sports events. The bridge gives access to the public space on the 
north-west side of the stadium, which is designed for the urban 
plan of Sant and Co.The solid appearance of the stadium is 
accompaniedby the pavers in the public space to the waterfront. 

*** A-FACTORIJ Neutelings & Riedijk Pilotenstraat 12-41 

In 2002, a former bike factory has been refurbished and extended to 
house offices and business units. Four patios slip between the six 
rows with tall shed roofs of the original factory. Dividing walls have 
been kept to a minimum in the factory hall. The extra office space 
required is housed in three towers and an L-shaped block 
terminating the original factory complex. Thick masonry detailing 
gives the towers an impression of great mass and solidity. The 
relatively closed underside and the pouting screen above it give 
little inkling of the three levels they front. The roof curves at the 
back to emulate the shed roofs of the old factory. Four patios with 
glass facades have been 'cut' from the volume of the factory, 
allowing daylight to penetrate into every room. 

* ING House Meyer en Van 
Schooten Architecten Amstelveenseweg 500 

The ING Group’s head office, completed in 2002, stands on a long, 
narrow site beside the southern section of Amsterdam’s A10 ring 
road. Bounded on one side by the South Axis business district and 
on the other by the green zone around the Nieuwe Meer (New Lake), 
the building maintains a low profile on the side facing the greenery, 
with a cantilevered section occupied by the auditorium, and rises up 
on the city side. A streamlined shape in anodized aluminum and 
glass, ING House is constructed like a table on sixteen steel legs. 
They stand freely on pins in large concrete blocks in the ground, a 
technique used in bridge building. On top of this table, the floors 
were built. The belly of the building on the second floor thus rises 
to the level of the highway. Ground level is below the highway. A 
double-skin facade ensures a pleasant indoor climate for all, with 
the possibility of natural ventilation. 

***** Deloitte Amsterdam PLP Architecture Gustav Mahlerlaan 
2970 

Situated in the centre of Amsterdam’s Zuidas business district, The 
Edge is an office building which opens itself up to the city with its 
15-storey atrium. The atrium acts as a window between the world of 
work and the outside, as well as providing a social heart for the 
building, and serving as an environmental buffer to reduce energy 
use. For the Edge, PLP devised spaces that produce a multiplicity of 
moods and atmospheres within the workplace, leveraging a wide 
variety of technologies and intensifying social interaction through 
spatially specific design strategies. 

** Academic Center for 
Dentistry Amsterdam 

Benthem Crouwel 
Architects  

The new premises of the Academic Centre for Dentistry was built in 
2010. The center consists of a seven-story base above which hovers 
a block of laboratories. A large cantilever shelters the entrance 
zone, whose illuminated open-air ceiling emphasizes its height 
creating an inviting ambience. The first two floors are rendered as a 
transparent plinth with an open character. A large cantilever 
shelters the entrance zone, whose illuminated open-air ceiling 
emphasizes its height creating an inviting ambience. Inside, beneath 
the floor tilting in two directions of the double-height lecture hall, 
is a large public information desk. The central well, around which all 
functions are organized, is a vibrant hub pulling everything 
together. A basic graphic pattern of stripes applied to the glazing 
of the facade gives a surprising Moiré effect: the building's look 
changes with the angle of observation and the weather conditions. 
The restaurant in the transparent intermediary zone can be seen 
from a great distance and itself offers a spectacular view across 
Amsterdam. 

*** Cancer Center 
Amsterdam (CCA) MVRDV De Boelelaan 1118 

The Cancer Centre Amsterdam, needed to be rebuilt and enlarged on 
its existing site.The extension of 2005 is conceived as a series of 
containers on a small site next to the A10 motorway, within the 
Zuid-as Development Zone in Amsterdam. Each container has been 
painted in a way that together they advertise the existence of the 
institute. The building has 7 storeys, each covering some 1425 m2. 
The tight location demands a vertical institute. The location next to 
one of the busiest highways of the Netherlands provides the 
opportunity to attract more attention for the institute. Each 
container has been painted in a way that together they advertise 
the existence of the institute. The whole complex was built within a 
year. 

* OZW Institute Jeanne Dekkers 
Architectuur De Boelelaan 1109 

The OZW health care and well-being training institute built in 2006 
is a new landmark for the architectural landscape of the VU 
University. It embodies an innovative training concept that combines 
intermediate and higher level vocational training programs and 
university programs. The window spacing emphasizes the main 
outlines of the exterior and immediately draws attention to the 
transparency and vitality of the interior. From the south side, the 
atria gradually and diagonally lend access to the facilities. Long 
sightlines reduce the size of the building. From the base, for 
instance, one can see al the way up to the sixth floor. The utility 
core is incorporated in the ‘back bone’. The private offices are at 
the far ends of the building. 

***** Q Residences Studio Gang 
Buitenveldertselaan 

60, 1081 AB 
Amsterdam 

Introducing two new distinct building volumes—Quartz, a high-rise 
and Qube, a mid-rise—that add 248 residences to the growing city, 
the project’s design brings a more organic, sculptural feel to the 
rational rectilinearity of the surrounding 1950s developments. Angled 
balconies of staggered depths create an origami-like pattern that 



 

 

envelops the taller building, lending an undulating rhythm to the 
façade, while also establishing visual connections between neighbors 
and shading the apartments below. The angled geometry and 
generous balconies are mirrored in the architecture of the mid-rise, 
allowing every inhabitant access to the outdoors, fresh air, and 
abundant natural light and views. Through the imaginative use of 
traditional materials, such as pre-cast concrete for the buildings’ 
facades, and the introduction of new ones, such as dark bronze 
aluminum panels, Q Residences at once blends in and stands out 
from its historical neighborhood. 

***** Lex van Delden 
Bridge Dok Architecten De Boelgracht 

The Lex van Delden Bridge, built in 2013, not only connects the 
Boelelaan with the Gershwinplein but more-over the city centre to 
the suburb. A bridge should not only be beautiful but also practical, 
according to Liesbeth van der Pol. ‘Soon, large numbers of cyclists 
will cross this bridge, particularly during peak hours. This makes 
safety very important. The cycle path is, therefore, well-connected 
to the Boelelaan. Safety at night was also a consideration. The 
lighting, incorporated into the specially designed high edges of the 
bridge, is not only attractive, but also clear. ‘The led lights in the 
pavement also show the way. ‘It is a special place. The bridge allows 
traffic to cross and at the same time it offers a stopping place, 
where one can comfortably sit down and have a good look around. 
Tables, chairs, and residents enjoying a glass of wine in the evening 
sun. 

*** Summertime Housing SeARCH George Gershwinlaan 

‘‘Summertime’, built in 2016, consists of two pixelated residential 
towers. By stacking and shifting apartments as three-dimensional 
‘Pixels’ SeARCH was able to maximize views, sunlight and privacy 
within a high-density urban environment. This clever offsetting of 
spaces stretches the relative distance between apartments, offers 
a large variety of outdoor space and increases the individual 
readability of the apartments. All while staying within the 
constraints of the urban plan. Coloured ceramic walls line the large 
entrance portal. The patterns are inspired by former Dutch bank 
notes, specifically the golden sunflower of the 50 Guilder and the 
light house of the 250 Guilder. The exterior facade is animated by 
the coloured glass balustrades of each apartment. Hues of pink and 
yellow form a gradient across the building and bring liveliness to 
the grey office-building dominated surroundings. 

* UNStudio Tower  UNStudio Gustav Mahlerlaan, 
1082 ML Amsterdam 

The UNStudio Tower, completed in 2009, is located on the South 
Axis in Amsterdam, which connects Schiphol Airport to the major 
business areas of Amsterdam South. The Tower office typology 
incorporates considerations about required office layouts, and floor 
organizations that maximise views and access to light. Four inset 
voids were introduced on the facade of the building to allow for the 
internal clustering of offices, and to help bring daylight deeper into 
the floor. Each of the inset voids is characterised by a different 
colour, providing varying identities to individual spaces throughout 
the building. The horizontal stripes on the facade are made of white 
aluminum panels which vary in size in relation their position on the 
facade. A primary function of these bands is to protect the office 
space from direct sunlight, whilst simultaneously allowing extensive 
daylight penetration into the floors. 

* The Rock Erick van Egeraat Claude Debussylaan 
80 

The Erick van Egeraat office tower, also known as The Rock, was 
completed in 2009. The urban concept for this location as developed 
by De Architekten Cie. is based on a vertical layering structure with 
the anatomical analogy of legs, torso and head. Each of the three 
sections of the building reveals its own character and material 
expression and offers space suited to potentially different tenant 
requirements. The lower part is transparent to allow light deep into 
the building and stimulate interaction with the direct surroundings. 
The upper part is characterized by natural stone layers composed in 
a façade pattern which creates a variety of openings and panoramic 
views. Both parts are connected by a combination of transparent 
and printed glass elements and aluminium panels, forming a subtle 
transition between the two. 

* Google Amsterdam DDOCK Claude Debussylaan 
34 

After an extensive refurbishment, Google Amsterdam reopened the 
doors of its quirky office in January 2014. Interior design studio 
D/DOCK was given the opportunity to turn this 3.000 square meters 
office space into an interactive landscape for the local Google 
team. Sustainability played a vital role in the restyling of the office. 
Existing meeting furniture, individual work places and parts of the 
micro-kitchens were offered a second life after refurbishment. 
D/DOCK adhered to Google’s healthy material list by using non-toxic 
materials and designed focusing on energy and water consumption. 

*** Ravel Residence OZ Antonio Vivaldistraat 
5, 7-9 

The Ravel Residence is a versatile, sustainable campus for 800 
students, built in 2015 and designed to have a positive impact on the 
urban environment. The goal was to give the Ravel location a new 
urban identity, with a better connection to the urban and cultural 
climate in Amsterdam. The use of bicycles and public transport is 
stimulated and encouraged. A mix of functions provides a viable and 
enjoyable living and working environment in a green urban 
environment. Ravel Residence is a durable, recyclable building shaped 
by detailed attention to flexibility. Long term quality assurance is 
achieved through careful management of energy, environmental, and 
social services. Student housing is primarily housing for young 
people who are at the start of their (living) career. This growing 
group is on the lookout for good, affordable, sustainable, and 
flexible accommodation. They all want places of their own, with 
plenty of privacy with opportunities to build up a social student life. 

***** The Valley MVRDV Strawinskylaan 1023, 
1077 XX Amsterdam 

The 2022 building, which was recently declared the world’s best new 
skyscraper by the Emporis Awards, stands out in Amsterdam’s 
Zuidas neighbourhood with its three towers of 67, 81, and 100 
metres and its spectacular cantilevered apartments. The building 
distinguishes itself in several ways: firstly, it combines offices, 
shops, catering, cultural facilities, and apartments in one building; 
secondly, unlike the closed-off buildings elsewhere in the Zuidas, 
the green valley that winds between the towers on the fourth and 
fifth floors is accessible to everyone via two external stone 
staircases. The building’s extensive planting, designed by landscape 
architect Piet Oudolf, hosts approximately 13,500 young plants, 
shrubs, and trees. As these mature over the coming years, they will 
give Valley an increasingly green appearance, making the building a 
manifesto for a greener city. Valley is an attempt to bring a green 
and human dimension back to the inhospitable office environment of 
Amsterdam Zuidas. It is a building with multiple faces; on the outer 
edges of the building is a shell of smooth mirrored glass, which fits 
the context of the business district. Inside this shell, the building 
has a completely different, more inviting natural appearance, as if 
the glass block has crumbled away to reveal craggy rock faces 
inside replete with natural stone and greenery. 



 

 

* Ernst & Young 
Tower Foster & Partners Antonio Vivaldistraat 

150 

Ernst & Young Tower, completed in 2008, is Foster + Partners' first 
tower in Amsterdam. The 24-storey building is divided into two 
twelve metre-wide column free towers with open, flexible floor 
plates. The towers are approached via a water-court with an 
ecological pond beneath an overhanging canopy. Linked by a shared 
transparent core, the offices are serviced by double-height meeting 
spaces and light-filled social spaces allowing communication between 
different floors. The structural steel diagrid is clad in silver 
aluminium and is offset by opaque black panels, which reduce the 
definition of the individual floor levels. This lattice scales the entire 
87-metre high facade and gives the building its identity. At the base 
of the building the height of the diagrid creates a triple-storey 
lobby space, while at the top of each tower north and south-facing 
terraces are set into the structure. 

 
 Zone 4: Amsterdam Nieuw-West 

**** Parkrand Building 
 MVRDV Doctor H. Colijnstraat 

666 

“Buurt 9” (Neighbourhood 9) forms part of the garden cities west of 
Amsterdam. It consists of 174 standard small housing units, located 
in three L-shaped buildings and positioned next to a small park. The 
new design relocates the housing into one compact but impressive 
volume thereby conserving more space for the park. The programme 
includes five towers that are sandwiched between a large, raised 
communal patio and a series of rooftop penthouses. This creates an 
open and airy block, and offers different views from all directions. 
The semi-public patios is raised so that its overlooks the park. The 
towers are approached via a water-court with an ecological pond 
beneath an overhanging canopy. Defining the relationship between 
public and private, this space houses the social functions, such as 
staff restaurant, terrace, auditorium and bar, clustered around the 
water-court. 

***** WoZoCo MVRDV Ookmeerweg + 
Reimerswaaltstraat 

Built in 1997, this building was the first housing complex realized by 
MVRDV. WoZoCo's Apartments for Elderly People open up 100 living 
units in an area. Its very powerful image is the result of urban 
policy: the architects couldn't place all the 100 apartments in a 
linear building, because there was a height restriction. Thus the 
overhang volumes: all the apartments that couldn't fit into the 
linear volume where hang on the northern side, with an east-west 
orientation. Alternating window positions, balcony sizes and 
materials, give each apartment its own character. To insulate 
against sound, party walls were constructed 8 cm thicker than 
structurally necessary. This had the additional benefit of 
accommodating the connection of the cantilever trusses without 
having to increase the weight of the load-bearing walls. 65 per cent 
of rainwater is retained on site while the run-off feeds into the 
Amsterdam canal system to control water levels following peak 
rainfall. 

*** Little Manhattan 
Amsterdam studioninedots 

1062 HE, Cornelis 
Lelylaan 3, 1065 CK 

Amsterdam 

Little Manhattan, completed in 2017, forms one of the pioneering 
housing developments that helps transform the Amsterdam Lelylaan 
station area from an isolated infrastructure interchange into a 
lively and safe destination for living and working. Composed of six 
shifting volumes clustered around a courtyard, the building 
accommodates 869 apartments for students and young professionals, 
and shared facilities. Located opposite the station, the site is 
encircled by a complex transit network – of trains, trams, busses, 
cars and subways – that isolates it from its immediate 
surroundings. The U-shaped base opens onto the railway, and its 
height corresponds to the surrounding buildings. Two towers are 
placed to visually accentuate the U-shape along the main axis of 
Cornelis Lelylaan and the extension of Willem Frogerstraat. Lastly 
three incisions were made into the volume to create distinct 
openings to the neighbourhood and provide entrances for the 
residents. 

 
 Zone 5: Amsterdam West 

*** Ru Paré Community 
De Eeterij 

BETA office for 
architecture and the 

city + Elisabeth 
Boersma 

Chris Lebeaustraat 4 

Ru Paré Community was built in 2017 as an enterprise centre. In the 
early 2000s, the Ru Paré School was emblematic of the social 
problems facing the Amsterdam borough of Slotervaart. The Ru Paré 
is now the neighborhood’s living room and accommodates an 
extraordinary social experiment. In response to austerity measures 
in the Dutch economy, a social entrepreneur developed a model for 
solidarity in challenging neighborhoods. Inhabitants are offered tax 
advice, computing or language classes in return for community 
service; at the building level receding funding is supplemented with 
profitable start-ups. A so-called urban-mining project was initiated 
with students of the Amsterdam University of Applied Sciences. A 
catalogue of materials from housing corporation Eigen Haard’s 
nearby demolition project was drawn up. Demolition company Oranje 
would secure the materials, after which the KlusLAB would install 
them in the Ru Paré. This supply chain served to reduce waste and 
building costs. Check events http://samenwonen-samenleven.nl 

***** iPabo University of 
Applied Sciences Mecanoo Jan Tooropstraat 136 

iPabo University of Applied Sciences in Amsterdam trains students 
to become teachers in primary education. Mecanoo designed the 
comprehensive building overhaul and extension needed for the 
substantial increase of students expected in the coming years. The 
existing iPabo building’s core dates from the 1960s. The adjustments 
and enhancements made in last few decades resulted in a 
fragmented building that lacked clear organisation and had limited 
ties to the surrounding area. Renovation of the school coincided with 
iPabo’s quest for a new identity to express their independence. 
Mecanoo worked with the board of iPabo to realise inspirational, 
transparent environments where there is space to meet in a building 
that is part renovation, part new build. The atmosphere is warm, 
comfortable and inviting – people are connected with each other and 
their surroundings. The renovated building encourages planned and 
spontaneous meetings amongst users. It surprises, but it is also 
transparent and feels safe. 

*** SportPlaza Mercator VenhoevenCS Jan van Galenstraat 
315 

‘De Baarsjes’ -in Amsterdam- is a multicultural neighborhood that is 
home to people from 129 different countries. The city district 
wanted to boost community life in the neighbourhood so the 
authorities chose a building which combines swimming pools, a 
therapy pool, fitness, aerobics, a sauna and steam bath, a party 
centre, café and childcare alongside a fast food restaurant (jobs for 
the unemployed in the neighborhood). Since it was completed in 2006, 
with its green façades and roof, Sportplaza Mercator marks the 
start and end of the Rembrandtpark. From a distance, it seems like 
an overgrown fortress flanking and protecting the entryway to the 
19th-century city. Glimpsed through the glass façade, a modern spa-
style complex glistens, complete with swimming pools, fitness space, 
and restaurant and party facilities. Because the building was 



 

 

constructed in a park, people living nearby it requested that it 
would be as green as possible. The building was designed as a city 
– a society in miniature – inside a cave. The building is full of lines 
of sight and keyholes that offer perspectives on the various 
visitors, activities and cultures in the building. 
Mon-Fri (7am-10pm), Sat-Sun (9am-5pm) 

***** Kanarie Club Studio Modijefsky 51, Bellamyplein 

Kanarie Club was built in 2016 as a club in De Hallen, a former tram 
depot in Amsterdam west.  Digging deep into the history of the 
building, Studio Modijefsky has created a design with strong 
references to the past. As a tram depot there were several 
activities taking place in the space giving service to the run down 
trams, such as electricity, paint, wood and metal work. These skills 
and the tools and work spaces they require, inspires the material 
and colour palette of the new interior and are means to divide the 
new restaurant space into different zones. What remains today are 
tram rails that led the trams into the space to undergo treatment. 
The tram rails have been respected in the new interior and 
celebrated in the design while creating strong strokes, climbing up 
the bar and forming an arch with integrated lights which frame it. 
This great arch, formed by the rails, breaks the space and shines 
onto the bar, highlighting its presence. 
Mon-Fri (9am-12am), Sat-Sun (11am-1am) 

** The Pyramids Sjoerd Soeters Marcantilaan & Jan 
van Galenstraat, 1051 

The urban design scheme for the northern part of Marcanti-eiland, 
in Amsterdam’s Westerpark district, was drawn up by Soeters Van 
Eldonk Ponec Architecten. According to Soeters, this neighbourhood 
was hidden away in Amsterdam’s urban fabric. With his robust design 
for ‘the pyramids’, Soeters has sought to put this piece of the city 
back on the map. The residential building consists of two 
interlocking triangular towers, each with a lift and stairwell and 
with terraces in the stepped sides. The triangular shape of the 
towers refers to the contours of Marcanti-eiland. Its twin ziggurats 
rise from a low tide of dull grey 20th-century apartment housing in 
an area that was once industrial and productive, and is now home to 
some of the Dutch city's hippest nightclubs, as well as choice flats. 
Well off the tourist track, the building is, nevertheless, a very good 
reason for a trip out to this distant neck of Amsterdam. 

** Westergasfabriek Isaac Gosschalk Haarlemmerweg 8E, 
1014 BE 

At the end of the 19th century, the Imperial Continental Gas 
Association (ICGA) built two coal gas factory complexes in 
Amsterdam: the Ooster Gasfabriek (Eastern Gas Factory) and the 
Wester Gasfabriek (Western Gas Factory). The latter was completed 
in 1885, strategically located near to waterways, the rail network 
and access roads. The Westergasfabriek ceased gas production gas 
in 1967. Surprisingly, the safeguarding of the Westrgasfabriek from 
the bulldozers was initially not the goal but the side-effect of the 
surrounding neighbourhood ‘s struggle for an urban park. Their 
resistance to destructive redevelopment schemes and their 
determination activated the City Council (C.C.), which assigned a 
recreational function to the Westergasfabriek by passing a land use 
ordinance in 1981. From 1996 to 2000 three very important decisions 
took place. Kathrin Gustafson was selected as the architect of the 
park, a development plan that was assigning a cultural function to 
the complex was passed by the D.C. and the complex was sold to 
the development company MAB with the obligation to restore and 
make it fit for its future cultural function. The decontamination 
process and the construction of the park were completed in 2003 
while the restoration and transformation of the buildings was 
completed by 2007. Since the mid-2000 when the terrain was opened 
again to the public, the Westergasfabriek is functioning as a 
cultural hotspot of Amsterdam. 
Check events https://westergas.nl/ 

* IJdok Zeinstra van 
Gelderen Architects 

 
IJdok 37, 1013 MM 

Amsterdam 

The design and materialisation of the apartment building completed 
in 2013 reflects the specific scale and location of the project. The 
apartments have two sides: one is opening to the water, while the 
other facing the street, is more enclosed. On the water side, a 7 
metre wide folding facade offers the living spaces maximum contact 
with the water: not just the view, but also the wind, the sound and 
the smell. At the other side the facade is build up out of doors, 
windows, shutters, bay windows and balconies. The various shutters 
can be placed in different positions, thus regulating views, privacy 
and incoming sunlight. Similar to the balustrades and balconies, they 
are made of cognac coloured aluminium panels with a specially 
designed perforation pattern. In this way a veil is created, offering 
protection and intimacy to the rooms behind. All facades, except the 
one facing the water, are made out of a light greenish brick. 

*** Kop van 
Diemenstraat B. Tjhie - C. Bakker Van Diemenstraat 2 

Located on a strategic site at the end of the river IJ, the building 
fills the gap of an urban open space. The building consists of office 
spaces and housing that relate to the old warehouses nearby. The 
building is partially lifted to reveal important views between the 
harbour and the city, while the sunken square beneath offers an 
interesting public space along the water. The open courtyard and 
transparent staircase bring sunlight into the covered square. The 
'Barentszplein' is a square for the neighbourhood and functions as a 
playground for children, while the square in front of the building 
has a more urban function for the harbour, warehouses and the 
Silodam. It consists of two parts, namely one underneath the lifted 
volume and an oblique square that slopes into the water. The 
program consists of 41 selling apartments and 6 social rental 
apartments, 20 units of office spaces and parking-garage with 194 
spaces. 

***** Silodam MVRDV Silodam 

Silodam is a housing development and mix use complex located in 
Oude Houthaven and ccompleted in 2002. Located next to two former 
grain warehouses (silos) that have been converted into housing. A 
former dam with a silo building on top has been transformed into a 
new neighbourhood that consists of a series of relatively costly 
components: a dam with a sunken parking lot, renovation of the old 
silo buildings, the required mix of less expensive social housing, the 
underwater protection barrier against oil tankers, the required deep 
piling foundation and the expensive temporary dry-dock� 
constructions. The 157 apartments, business units and public spaces, 
in the Housing Silo, are compressed within a 10 storey high and 20 
meters deep urban envelope. The apartments, rental and owner in 
different sizes, are stacked, legible on the façade, each of which is 
expressed differently. Tours are available from €3 sending an email 
to silodam.org 2 weeks in advance. 

* The 4th Gymnasium Paul de Ruiter 
Architects Archangelweg 4 

The 4th Gymnasium was built in 2016 as an energy neutral high 
school that accommodates about 800 students. With its colorful 
appearance and societal function, the school building serves as a 
herald for the further developments of this area. The architecture 
of the building is in line with the scale and size of the buildings in 
the area, to make sure the school is part of the ‘community’ in the 



 

 

Houthavens. The façade of the 4th Gymnasium has a vertical 
layering and is made up of several yellow, orange and red colored 
surfaces. These surfaces, each different in height, width and depth, 
consist of both transparent and colored enameled glass, and are 
surrounded by a wooden frame that works as a solar screen. The 
building is divided into three horizontal zones. In the plinth we 
placed the entrance and public programs. The classrooms and 
workspaces are divided over the first and second floor, and the top 
floor accommodates two gyms and a large rooftop terrace. 

*** Flow MVSA architects Moermanskkade 600, 
1013 BC Amsterdam 

In 2020 MVSA Architects has moved into a new building on the 
Moermanskkade in Amsterdam. Technology plays an important role in 
this, as learned from a tour of the building with MVSA founder 
Roberto Meyer. MVSA uses two floors in The Flow, which is shared 
with several IT companies. The name is taken from a term in 
psychology, which refers to a mental state in which a person is 
completely absorbed in his activities. Meyer believes that his 
colleagues can be brought into that 'flow' by offering them a 
working environment in which everything is right. A perfect indoor 
climate, desks that automatically adjust to the user and lighting 
that follows the daily rhythm; The office has been thought out in 
detail in collaboration with experts in all kinds of fields. 

** 
PVH Campus 
Houthavens 
Amsterdam 

MVSA Architects Danzigerkade 125 

PVH Campus was built in 2018 as the European Headquarters for 
Calvin Klein & Tommy Hilfiger’s parent company, PVH. The complex is 
composed of three very different buildings. Given their different 
focuses and functions, the architects’ approach stresses unity in 
diversity, with three overlapping water-related concepts. The 
European HQ Calvin Klein & Tommy Hilfiger building, the first to be 
completed, has the sleek lines and shiny finishes of a sailing ship. 
The middle, low-rise building, the social hub of the campus, has a 
stratified yet flowing form inspired by a waterfall. The third, a 
high-rise office complex, has a graphic façade that reflects the 
movement of waves. 

*** REM Eiland Rooftop Concrete Haparandadam 45 

REM Eiland is a unique restaurant in a former broadcast platform of 
the illegal television station ‘TV Noordzee’. The distinctive red and 
white-checkered building rests on 12-meter high columns and has 
been placed 15 meters of shore. A steel footbridge leads up to the 
building, first running beneath the island and then guiding you 
through the enormous steel construction. The walkway splits into 
one part that leads to the elevator while the other leads to the 
staircase winding its way up along the northeast side of the building 
with connections to each deck and the roof terrace. Walking around 
the island the viewer is treated to a great view on every terrace. 
To have a drink 22 meters above the IJ in an old pirate television 
tower with views of Amsterdam from Zuid to Noord is quite a thing. 
You'll love watching the darkening skies and twinkling lights at night 
from all sides of the restaurant. In addition to their amazing views, 
REM Eiland offers delicious food and drinks. Wed-Sat (noon-10pm) 

 
 Zone 6: Amsterdam Noord (North) 

*** Amstel Botel  MMX architecten + 
Jord den Hollander NDSM-Pier 3 

“How can you improve the look of the hotelboat, in order to make it 
fit in with the dynamics and creativity of the NDSM wharf, in the 
north of Amsterdam?” This was the question that Botel-owner 
Sandra Chedi put to MMX-architecten (Arjan van Ruyven & Michiel 
van Pelt) in 2011. Together with filmmaker and architect Jord den 
Hollander they developed a bold plan. Five 6.5 -meter-high 
hotelrooms in the shape of huge toy letters make up the silhouette 
B O T E L on top of the ship. The white hotel boat has been given 
a cheerful crown, referring to the chimneys of the ocean liners that 
used to come off the now derelict NDSM slipways. 

* Boat Hangar 
BETA office for 

architecture and the 
city 

T.T. Neveritaweg 27, 
1033 WB Amsterdam 

Built in 2018 as the boat hangar of Rhebergen Multihull Yachts.  It 
is used for storage, seasonal maintenance and the construction of 
new yachts. In addition, the building offers office space and is 
occasionally in use for location theatre and other cultural events at 
the NDSM shipyard. The rigorous implementation of industrial 
materials creates a composition of lines and planes with a variation 
in scale, rhythm, and color. The building is enclosed with different 
corrugated metal cladding; with their varying amplitude, these offer 
an array of shadows and reflections on the building’s expansive 
surfaces. Two perforations – one circular, the other rectangular – 
offer reflections of the vicinity and reveal an internal world. 
Mon-Fri (8.30am-5.30pm) 

** De Jakoba Studioninedots Spadinalaan, 1031 KC 
Amsterdam 

De Jakoba, completed in 2022, brings new energy to the Overhoeks 
neighborhood in Amsterdam-Noord. In 'Manhattan at the IJ', as the 
new city district which fronts the IJ harbor opposite Central Station 
is also referred to, De Jakoba introduces one of two new social 
housing complexes. Making use of form and smart building methods, 
we realized a powerful and qualitative building: a recognizable place 
where people live with pride and are willing to take care of. The 
four different facades and wavy balconies that are formed ensure a 
recognizable appearance to the surrounding area. Thanks to the 
sculptural shape of the building, each of the 135 studio apartments 
have a unique layout. At the heart, the narrowest part of the 
building is the entrance passage that connects the communal garden 
to the street. As the building curves inwards, it embraces the 
garden and creates a sense of shelter. The open communal garden 
and high multifunctional spaces on the ground floor along 
Docklandsweg bring new vibrancy at street level. 

*** The Wave Dok architecten Céramiquelaan 15, 1031 
KB Amsterdam 

The Wave has 58 owner-occupied apartments and is notable for its 
large undulating outdoor spaces, which run over each side of the 
building - alternately symmetrical or asymmetrical. The feeling of 
water is accentuated by a brick mother-of-pearl effect. A range of 
softly tinted bricks forms a color gradient in the round parts of 
the balconies. From afar the building looks white with a shine, up 
close the building comes to life and you can recognize the seven 
colors of stone as speckles. The high plinth, entrance and lobby 
exude openness and energy. There is room for meeting during, for 
example, dining clubs, with a fully equipped kitchen within reach. A 
shared courtyard garden offers space for relaxation among the 
greenery. The dynamic urban living in The Wave has been 
enthusiastically received by its new residents. 

* Amsterdam Eye 
Museum 

Delugan Meissl 
Associated 
Architects 

IJpromenade 1 

Eye Filmmuseum is a film archive, museum, and cinema in Amsterdam 
that preserves and presents both Dutch and foreign films screened 
in the Netherlands. Both the Eye Film Institute’s concept and urban 
implementation are based on an overlay of two creative disciplines 
which have at their core reality and fiction, illusion and real 
experience. The building concept becomes the story board, the 
architecture the scenography. By delivering a dynamic interplay, the 
building’s assigned role oscillates between acting as the urban 
scenery’s protagonist and as a dramaturgical element placed in front 



 

 

of a heterogeneous landscape setting. General admission €11.50, 
students €10. Eye Filmmuseum is free to visit with the I amsterdam 
City Card, but for some of the exhibitions there is an additional 
surcharge. Mon-Sun (10am-7pm) 

* North Orleans 
Housing SeARCH Spijkerkade 33 

North Orleans Housing was built in 2016 as a residential building of 
120 studio apartments for students or young professionals. The 
façade is made of COR-TEN steel elements added to the prefab 
modules to create circulations and private balconies with a view 
towards the IJ River. It reveals its unique color after rainy days 
and enhances the industrial character of the building. The district, 
originally an industrial area, is undergoing very rapid 
transformations. In the urban redevelopment process, creative 
industries are finding their place in the former factories and 
warehouses, creating a new dynamism in the North. With the 
development of new transport links from the City Centre district to 
North district, such as a new metro line and a pedestrian bridge, 
the area is in need of new housing.  

* MBO College North Burton Hamfelt 
Architectuur Gare du Nord 13 

The “community college” concept used for this school building is 
based on designing a sustainable and multifunctional program where 
the school building is transformed into a new urban destination, for 
both students and the community. Designed as a series of five 
interchangeable separate buildings, the colorful and parceled facade 
is primarily related by the functional distribution of the building and 
at the same time intended as an eye-catcher for the whole 
area.Unique to MBO College North is the combination of ‘two schools 
in one’ building, the Bredero College (MAVO) and the ROC van 
Amsterdam (MBO). The architectural concept is spatial circulation 
models were each school is both united and separated through a 
double helix stair concept. What results is an Escher painting like 
space where the students from each school see each other but 
cannot be in reach of each other. Mon-Fri (8am-5pm) 

 Zone 7: Outskirts 

*** Hilton Amsterdam 
Airport Schiphol  Mecanoo Schiphol Boulevard 

701 

With its curved cubic structure, diamond-shaped windows and 
spacious atrium featuring a 42-metre high glazed roof, the new 
Hilton Amsterdam Airport Schiphol hotel is an impressive landmark. 
Located at the main access roads to the airport, the hotel acts as 
the final chord of the staccato rhythm of the buildings along 
Schiphol boulevard. From its plinth, the hotel is rotated by 45 
degrees. This gives the building not only momentum, but also creates 
a visual connection to Schiphol Boulevard, the Ceintuurbaan and the 
adjoining office strip. A covered walkway, the Traverse, connects 
the hotel to the airport terminals. The distinctive diagonal pattern 
of the hotel exterior serves to emphasise the iconic appearance of 
the building. The combination of glass and composite panels in white 
and grey creates a large scale diamond pattern with subtle shine 
and relief, making the building recognisable from a substantial 
distance. 

*** Ziggo Dome Benthem Crouwel 
Architects 

Ziggo Dome, 
Holterbergweg 3 

The ArenA Boulevard, the heart of Amsterdam Southeast, is a key 
area of Amsterdam and greatly influences the appearance of the 
city as an international cultural, economic and tourist center. Ziggo 
Dome was built in 2012 as a concert hall for 17,000 
spectators. Brightly lit and dark at the same time, the impressive 
Dome shall not go unnoticed when passing by. The building is 
covered with 120,000 LED fixtures, allowing the facade of the 
building to appear as a video screen on all sides. The 10,000 m2 
video screen can be used for announcements or to show what is 
happening inside. Closer to the building the individual lights and the 
pattern of the facade in which they are incorporated, become visible. 
Check events https://www.ziggodome.nl 

**** Amsterdam Bijlmer 
ArenA Nicholas Grimshaw 

 
Hoekenrode 10A, 1102 

BR Amsterdam 

This significant 2007 upgrade transforms Bijlmer Station, adding an 
elevated eight-track rail line and linking east and west quarters of 
the city with a magnificent new 70-metre-wide boulevard. Sheltered 
by the dramatic roof and rail lines, the boulevard acts as a catalyst 
for regeneration; its open, permeable, day-lit expanse creates a 
clear connection between the two previously isolated districts and is 
a major interchange for Bijlmer’s metro, bus and national rail 
services. Two storeys above the vast plaza, new rail lines replace 
ground-level tracks and service more than 60,000 passengers daily. 
Mon-Sun (6am-midnight) 

* Bijlmer Parktheater Paul de Ruiter 
Architects 

Anton de Komplein 
240 

In 2004, Paul de Ruiter was invited to compete in the selection of 
the architect who would design a cultural building in the southeast 
district of the city of Amsterdam. This cultural building was to be a 
multifunctional building for four users; a circus (Circus Elleboog), a 
theatre (Krater Theater), the Youth Theatre School and the Theatre 
Workplace, all professional organisations in the field of talent 
development, cultural education, production and programming. The 
project was completed in 2007. The building is located in the heart 
of the Bijlmer neighbourhood at the edge of the Bijlmer park, beside 
the lake. It is public and accessible, and its position beside the 
water gives extra dynamism to this image due to the reflections in 
the water. To make it possible for performances to be held on the 
water as well, for example on large floating platforms, steps that 
can be used for seating have been placed at the water's edge. When 
no performances are scheduled, the steps function as a meeting 
place, where cultures, generations and artistic disciplines meet each 
other. Check performances here https://bijlmerparktheater.nl/nl 

**** 
OurDomain 

Amsterdam South 
East 

OZ architects Markelerbergpad 5, 
1105 AW Amsterdam 

OurDomain Amsterdam Southeast, completed in 2021, sparks a new 
pulse in the area. Strategically located next to an academic hospital 
and train station, the campus with a critical mass of approx. 1,500 
apartments and amenities introduces its first residential building 
into a predominantly office area. This new campus is the catalyst 
that ignites the long-desired change from a mono-functional office 
area into a lively, multifunctional city district. The urbanistic 
objective of the OurDomain campus is to introduce fundamental 
change, generate new connections, and facilitate social space that 
inspires its users. The main urban development objective for the 
area was to connect functions, routes, and surroundings to the 
campus. The public space, at first an unattractive place to stay, 
was the basis for the campus plan. The layout of the public space 
ensured cohesion in the plan area, the community campus, and the 
medical campus as a whole. The public functions located in the plinth 
are meant for the residents of the community campus. Inserting 
three large housing blocks (East House, North House, and West 
House) around an articulated park allows for a recognizable 
residential atmosphere in a predominantly office location. The three 
blocks, each with an independent identity, are designed to be 
cornerstones that mark the park boundary. 

** Fletcher Hotel 
Amsterdam 

Benthem Crouwel 
Architects Schepenbergweg 50 

The 60 meter high hotel completed in 2013  has a compact floor plan 
with a diameter of merely 24 meters, resulting in a characteristic 
slim silhouette alongside the highway. The objective to create an 



 

 

omnidirectional structure, with an expressive façade and a compact 
footprint, has resulted in a circular plan with a central core for 
elevators, stairs and service shafts. The limited space is used as 
efficiently as possible. The technical stem is girded by the main 
functions on every floor. The fully glazed façade with its bend 
screens and round windows yields a distinctive, autonomous and yet 
restrained transparent appearance of the building, in its 
surroundings. The so-called ‘Skyrestaurant Pi’, on the top and 
eighteenth floor, just as well as ‘Skylounge Pi’ on the floor below, 
offer guests impressive 360° panoramic views over Amsterdam. 

* Museum Vrolik  Meibergdreef 15 

The museum started with the private collection of embryos and 
anatomical abnormalities, put together by the Gerardus Vrolik (1755-
1859), one of the most important Dutch scientist of its times, 
member of notable group of scientists called The Dutch 
Mathematicians (Hollandse Scheikundigen), professor of anatomy, 
owner of Drakenburg castle. His son Willem Vrolik (1801-1863), 
professor of anatomy, physiology and zoology in Amsterdam, a 
scientist of European reputation, a devoted Christian and a Lutheran 
deacon, continued the collection. Today, the Museum Vrolik includes 
specimens from other collections, added through more than a 
century of its existance - the last addition of 150 specimens being 
as recent as in 1994.  General admission €10. Mon-Fri (11am-5pm) 

 
 

• ULR map: https://goo.gl/vVDsXm  
• Metro map:  http://www.amsterdam.info/transport/metro/  
• Note: Directions are given in order of neighborhoods following this diagram. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1. Centrum (City Center) 
2. Amsterdam-Oost (East) 
3. Amsterdam-Zuid (South) 
4. Amsterdam Nieuw-West 
5. Amsterdam West 
6. Amsterdam Noord (North) 


