
 

 

  

 WHAT Architect WHERE Notes 

 Zone 1: Centrum (City Center) 

* 
The National 

Maritime Museum 

roof 

Laurent Ney Kattenburgerplein 1 

The Amsterdam maritime museum building dates from 1656, it was 

designed by Daniël Stalpaert and at the time it was an architecture 

wonder. During the recent renovation, a vast space of the building 

inner courtyard has been covered by a glass roofing, creating a 

pleasant space for the visitors. In the evening hundreds of tiny LED 

lights placed between shields of glass give an impression of the 

starry sky. General admission 15€. Mon-Sun (9-17) 

***** ARCAM René van Zuuk Prins Hendrikkade 600 

Built in 2003 as an art gallery. It is a compact, sculptural building 

existing of three layers which are connected by vides. The building is 

covered in coated aluminum that flows from bottom to roof and over, 

all around the building on opposite sides. A special feature is the 

sculptural glass facade around entrance at the city-side. Tue-Sun (13-

17) 

** Hubertus House Aldo van Eyck 
Plantage Middenlaan 

33-35 

Built in 1957 as a house. The 6-storey Hubertus House cannot be 

viewed in isolation, although its social success is clearly a result of 

the way its particular design was carried out. It is concerned with 

the spirit and the establishment of a comfortable scale for the 

building of this type and size—an open 'home' for single parents and 

their children. Exterior only 

**** 
Sarphatistraat 

Offices 

Steven Holl 

Architects 

410 Sarphatistraat 

(Singel Canal) 

This renovated building is the former federal warehouse of medical 

supplies. In 1997 it was turned into a new office space. The main 

structure is a four-story brick “U” merging internally with a new 

“sponge” pavilion on the canal. Exterior only 

** Magere Brug Piet Kramer 
Amstel River/Nieuwe 

Kerkstraat 

Built in 1934 as a bascule bridge. It is named Skinny Bridge because 

the old version used to be so narrow that it was hard for two 

pedestrians to pass each other. Currently the bridge is known for its 

white painted wood and classy lightning at night. It is used by cyclists 

only. This famous bridge is featured in many international movies, 

notably the James Bond film Diamonds Are Forever.  

***** Zuiderkerk Hendrick de Keyser Zuiderkerkhof 72 

The Zuiderkerk was built between 1603 and 1611, and was the first 

Protestant church of Amsterdam. The splendid tower was completed in 

1614. French Impressionist painter Claude Monet painted the church 

during a visit to the Netherlands. Three of Rembrandt's children were 

buried here. The Zuidertoren (tower), which offers stunning views of 

the surrounding area, is open to visitors during the summer months 

from April to September. Sun-Mon (9-17), Sat (12-16) 

** Hotel de l'Europe Willem Hamer jr 
Nieuwe Doelenstraat 

2-14 

Built in 1896 as a hotel. Alfred Hitchcock used the hotel just before 

the Second World War as a location for Foreign Correspondent (1940). 

***** 
Kalvertoren 

Shopping Center 

Rooftop 

- 
Kalvertoren Shopping 

Center 3rd floor 

Located right in the center of the city but out of sight is Blue, a 

cafe located on top of the Kalvertoren Shopping Center. Beautiful 360 

degree views of the city. Mon-Sun (9-18.30). 

***** Begijnhof Courtyard - Begijnhof 30 

One of the most amazing places in Amsterdam is the Begijnhof. It was 

built around 1390 and is the oldest inner court in Amsterdam. It is 

surrounded by historical medieval buildings. The fact that it’s so quiet 

and peaceful adds to the experience. 

**** National Monument J.J.P. Oud Dam Square 

Built in 1956 as a white travertine stone monument in memory of 

World War II in 1945.  A national Remembrance of the Dead ceremony 

is held at the monument every year on 4 May to commemorate the 

casualties of World War II and subsequent armed conflicts. 

***** Dam Square - Dam Square 

The Dam derives its name from its original function: a dam on the 

Amstel River, hence also the name of the city. Built in approximately 

1270, the dam formed the first connection between the settlements on 



 

 

the sides of the river. On 7 May 1945, two days after German 

capitulation, thousands of Dutch people died here shot by the 

Germans. 

***** Koninklijk Paleis Daniël Stalpaert Dam Square 

Built in 1665 as a city hall during the Dutch Golden Age and now is 

the Royal Palace of Amsterdam. General admission 10€, 9€ students. 

Mon-Sun (10-17) 

** Westerkerk Hendrick de Keyser Prinsengracht 281 

Several older churches in Amsterdam, such as Oude Kerk and Nieuwe 

Kerk, were originally built before the Reformation and were converted 

to Protestantism during the Reformation in 1578. The Westerkerk was 

one of the first purposely built Protestant churches (1631). The tower 

is the highest church tower in Amsterdam, at 87 meters. Mon-Fri (10-

15) 

***** Anne Frank House Dirk van Delft 
Prinsengracht 263-

267 

Originally built in 1635 as a private residence, then a warehouse, and 

in the nineteenth century, the front warehouse with its wide stable-

like doors was used to house horses. In 1940 it became the writer's 

house and biographical museum dedicated to Jewish wartime diarist 

Anne Frank. Its secluded position made it an ideal hiding place for 

Otto Frank, his wife Edith, two daughters (of whom Anne was the 

younger), and four other Jews seeking refuge from Nazi persecution. 

General admission €9. Mon-Sun (9-19), Sat (9-21) 

**** Nieuwe Kerk  - Dam Square 

Built in 1450 as a church although is no longer used for church 

services but is used as an exhibition space. The Nieuwe Kerk is a 

burial site for Dutch naval heroes, including Admiral Michiel de Ruyter. 

General admission 10€. Mon-Sun (10-17). 

* 
Between the Sheets 

House 
Abbink de Haas 

Blaauwlakensteeg 

Alley 

Built in 2012 built as the house of a cartoon artist, who formerly 

lived next door in an old house that was too ramshackle to be saved. 

Remarkable perforated white metal façade. Shiny and design, the little 

cube looks like an intruder from a more stylish universe, but somehow 

also manages to snuggle comfortably into its medieval context. 

*** Oude Kerk - Oudekerksplein 23 

Built in 1306, it is Amsterdam’s oldest building and oldest parish 

church. After the Reformation in 1578 it became a Calvinist church, 

which it remains today. Beautiful wooden roof. General admission 

7,50€, students 5€. Mon-Sat (10-18), Sun (13-17.30) 

*** 
Beurs van Berlage 

Building 

Hendrik Petrus 

Berlage 
Damrak 243 

Built in 1903 as a commodities exchange/ commercial trading room. It 

influenced many modernist architects, in particular functionalists and 

the Amsterdam School. It is now used as a venue for concerts, 

exhibitions and conferences. Mon-Fri (8.30-17.30) 

**** Ronde Lutherse Kerk Adriaan Dortsman 

 

Kattengat 1 

 

Built in 1668 as the only round Protestant church in the country. In 

1975 a tunnel was built by the neighboring Sonesta Hotel, today called 

the Renaissance Amsterdam Hotel, for its own access. Today curious 

visitors and potential customers may enquire at the Renaissance hotel 

for an opportunity to view the church, which is not open for the 

public. A security guard must accompany visitors through the 

underground tunnel to the church where the ground floor of the 

consistory has been converted to bathrooms and the upper floor to a 

meeting room. Closed to the public 

** Bicycle Flat VMX Architects Stationsplein 49 

The 100 meter long bicycle flat at the Central Station was built in 

2001 to temporarily store thousands of bikes during the period that 

old bicycle-stands had to be removed during the large renovation of 

the surroundings at Central Station. The building was built over water 

to maximize land-use (or in this case: water-use). It consists out of 

three slightly sloping parking decks. 

* Scheepvaarthuis Johan van der Mey Prins Hendrikkade 108 

Built in 1916 as the home of several shipping companies. It was located 

on the Prins Hendrikkade and was erected on the spot where Cornelis 

Houtman's first trip to the East Indies had begun in 1595. Several 

features of the building are particularly noteworthy: the richly 

decorated central staircase; the boardroom on the floors at the 

corner of the Prins Hendrikkade and the Binnenkant; and the large 

meeting room on the third floor on the Prins Hendrikkade side. Sun- 

(11-13) 

***** 
DoubleTree by Hilton 

Hotel Rooftop 
- Oosterdoksstraat 4 

The DoubleTree SkyLounge is not your typical generic hotel bar as it 

happens to have one of the very best views in all of Amsterdam. Ride 

the elevator to the 11th floor and take in the panoramic views over 

the city and the IJ from either indoors or out. Mon-Sun (11-1) 

**** 
Openbare Bibliotheek 

Amsterdam 
Jo Coenen Oosterdoksstraat 143 

Built in 2007 as a public library. The exterior is, in a way of speaking, 

thought out from the inside. The main goal was “to create spots”, 

which come to live and will develop a value which makes you decide to 

stay, supported by light, space and color. Mon-Sun (10-22) 

**** 
Conservatorium van 

Amsterdam 
de Architekten Cie Oosterdokskade 151 

Built in 2007 as a Dutch academy of music. The new building is 

centrally located in a cultural area, including the 'Muziekgebouw' with 

three concert halls for classical music and jazz, and the public library. 

Mon-Fri (8-11), Sat-Sun (9-18) 

***** Science Center NEMO Renzo Piano Oosterdok 2 
Built in 1997 as a science and technology museum. Surrounded by 

water, the building has a ship-like form and pre-oxidized copper-clad 



 

 

facades, referencing the surrounding port. A pedestrian ramp leads up 

onto the building’s sloping roof that serves as a public piazza for 

visitors and as a social focus for the neighborhood. Great skyline 

views from here. General admission 15€. Tue-Sun (10-17.30) 

 

 Zone 2: Amsterdam-Oost (East) 

*** 
Muziekgebouw aan 't 

IJ 
3XN Architects Piet Heinkade 1 

Built in 2005 as a concert hall for contemporary classical music. The 

structure of the building consists in a concrete volume, surrounded by 

a glass façade and covered by a roof slab, oriented towards the 

harbor and the station; on the right side a solid box is ejected over 

the side channel, supported by a bridge structure. Mon-Sat (11-18) 

*** Movenpick Hotel 
Claus En Kaan 

Architecten 
Piet Heinkade 11 

This 65 m high, four-star hotel built in 2006 counts 410 rooms and 

features a touring car terminal, an underground parking garage and 

several conference rooms. On top of a red ceramic-clad plinth, which 

runs through to the Passenger Terminal, stands the nine-storey hotel 

tower. The façade of the hotel is made out of horizontal strips of 

glass, granite, marble and white concrete. 

** 
Huys Africa 

residential building 
KCAP Vemenplein 21 

Built in 2005 as a residential building. Along the banks of the river IJ 

the former dockland has been transformed into a high-density 

residential and working area. On the site known as De Pakhuysen (The 

Warehouses) along old warehouses and new blocks form a 

differentiated complex of interlocking buildings that preserve the 

views through the IJ. It has been designed as a periscope that 

overlooks the old Afrika warehouse in the direction of the river. 

** Hoogtij Diener & Diener KNSM laan 2 

At the southern entrance of the Java-eiland, the large housing 

project built in 2000 is divided into two parts and links Java (west) 

and KNSM (eastern part of the island) with each other. Both are 

made out of red bricks, but differ in shape and size.  

***** SKYDOME Wiel Arets KNSM-laan 327 

Built in 1995 as a residential building. The different apartment types 

have simply been stacked and each stacked tower is ‘fixed’ to the 

other with balconies. The facades are not of stone, but anthracite 

colored concrete that was cast into rubber elements of 2 by 2 

meter. The same façade-system was used in apartment-tower De 

Hoge Heren in Rotterdam. 

* Piraeus 
Hans Kollhoff with 

RAPP + RAPP 
Levantkade 127 

Built in 1994, this building comprises 330 apartments, commercial 

spaces, an underground parking garage and two enclosed public 

spaces. It is wrapped around a 19th century office building, which 

now contains apartments. The master plan for the conversion of 

KNSM-island consists of a central boulevard, along which large 

residential blocks are aligned, interspersed with some old buildings, 

such as a former harbor canteen. 

**** iJ Tower Neutelings & Riedijk 
1019 dn, Oostelijke 

Handelskade 1213 

Built in 1998 as a residential tower. The tower has 68 apartments in 

total, which are grouped to 4 per plant; around a central core. 

Setbacks of the building have two effects: Aesthetically give the 

tower a great character and monumental sculptures, and also ensure 

that all plants are different. It has 20 varieties of housing in total. 

** 
Piet Hein Tunnel 

Building 
UNStudio 

Oosterdok and 

Zeeburg 

Built in 1997 as a tunnel and building. This project consists mainly of 

two small service buildings. These technical constructions each have 

a concrete core, enveloped by an asymmetrical skin of perforated 

steel plates and tilted roof planes. 

***** The Whale de Architekten Cie 
Baron G. A. 

Tindalplein 1 

The Whale is one of three big “meteorites” which have landed in-

between the low-rise row houses on the Islands of Borneo and 

Sporenburg, it was built in 2000. Thanks to its sculptural shape, this 

building by Frits van Dongen is a real landmark. Inside are 194 

apartments, office and retail space. The traditional closed block  has 

been transformed by lifting the two, so the public space flows through 

underneath. Inside the block is a private garden, designed by West 8. 

**** 
Borneo Sporenburg 

Bridges 
West 8 Panamakade 144  

The three bridges of Borneo/Sporenburg by West 8 play an essential 

role at the creation of the unique atmosphere in the harbor-

residential area. Two of the bridges, one on the West side and the 

other on the East side, span the 93-meter wide water of the Railroad 

basin and connect the islands of Borneo and Sporenburg.  

** 
Floating Houses in 

IJburg 

Architectenbureau 

Marlies Rohmer 
Haringbuisdijk 2  

Built in 2010 as a housing complex. Building on water is another story 

altogether. Seventy-five floating homes and waterside dyke houses in 

the private (rental and owner-occupied) sector. 

***** 
Canvas at the 

Volkshotel 
- Wibautstraat 150 

In its previous life, Canvas was the lunchroom for workers at De 

Volkskrant newspaper. When the Volkskrant moved out, the building 

was used as office space by entrepreneurs and creatives, and the 

lunchroom was turned into Canvas op de 7e, a rooftop restaurant that 

also became a club on weekend nights. Mon-Thu (7-1), Fri (7-4), Sat 

(8-4), Sun (8-1) 

**** Watervilla de Omval +31 Architects Omval 4 

Built in 2010 as a floating house. The Watervilla de Omval has a 

kitchen and living space level with the water, with cabins below the 

water line reached via a split level that houses the bathroom. 



 

 

 Zone 3: Amsterdam-Oost (East) Amsterdam-Zuid (South) 

***** Rijksmuseum 

Pierre Cuypers (1885) 

and Cruz y Ortiz 

Arquitectos (2013) 

Museumstraat 1 

Built in 1885 as a museum dedicated to arts and history. The Asian 

pavilion was designed by Cruz y Ortiz and opened in 2013. Notable 

paintings include The Milkmaid (1657) by Vermeer. General admission € 

17.50. Mon-Sun (9-17) 

***** Van Gogh Museum 
Gerrit Rietveld and 

Kisho Kurokawa 

Paulus Potterstraat 

7, 1071 CX 

Built in 1973 as a museum dedicated to Van Gogh. Architect Kisho 

Kurokawa's exhibition wing was completed in 1999. The most important 

requests made by the clients were the scale of this new museum in 

comparison to the surrounding buildings (especially the neighboring 

Stedelijk Museum) and to accommodate lots of overhead natural 

daylight in the main atrium space. Each successive upper floor has 

progressively less area, making it possible for visitors to see each 

preceding gallery when looking down through the atrium as they 

advance upward through the museum. General admission 17€. Mon-Thu, 

Sun (9-18), Fri-Sat (9-22). 

***** 
Stedelijk Museum 

Amsterdam 

Benthem Crouwel 

Architekten 
Museumplein 10 

The existing building of the Stedelijk Museum created in 1895 by the 

municipal architect A.W. Weismann, is celebrated for its majestic 

staircase, grand rooms and natural lighting. These strong points have 

been retained along with the color white. The museum's collection 

includes modern art, contemporary art, and design. General admission 

€20, students (under 29) 10€. Mon-Sun (10-18), Fri (10-22). 

* Conservatorium hotel Piero Lissoni Van Baerlestraat 27 

The Conservatorium is on the site formerly occupied by Amsterdam’s 

Sweelinck Music Conservatorium. Originally built as the 

Rijkspostspaarbank at the end of the 19th century, the building was 

conceived by the renowned Dutch architect Daniel Knuttel. Remarkable 

interior design and stair. 

* Riekermolen Windmill - Buitenveldert-Oost 

This windmill was built in 1636. Next to the statue is a statue of 

Rembrandt which was put there to honor his 300th birthday. The 

entrance of the Amstelpark is nearby the Riekermolen, one of the most 

beautiful parks of Amsterdam. Mon-Sun (8-dusk) 

* Elicium RAI 
Benthem Crouwel 

Architekten 
Europaplein 22 

Built in 2009 as an Exhibition and Congress Centre. Its lower 

component, the Expo Foyer or 'Ballroom', hovers 5 meters above 

street level and is attached to the existing complex on both sides by 

aerial walkways. 

* 
Ernst & Young 

Tower 
- 

Antonio Vivaldistraat 

150 

Built in 2008 as Ernst & Young consulting company headquarters in 

Amsterdam. The 24-storey building is divided into two 12 metre-wide 

column free towers with open, flexible floor plates. The towers are 

approached via a water-court with an ecological pond beneath an 

overhanging canopy. 

* The Rock Erick van Egeraat 
Claude Debussylaan 

80 

Built in 2009 as an office tower, also known as The Rock. The urban 

concept for this location as developed by De Architekten Cie. is based 

on a vertical layering structure with the anatomical analogy of legs, 

torso and head. Each of the three sections of the building reveals its 

own character and material expression and offers space suited to 

potentially different tenant requirements. 

* OZW Institute 
Jeanne Dekkers 

Architectuur 
De Boelelaan 1109 

The OZW health care and well-being training institute built in 2006 is 

a new landmark for the architectural landscape of the VU University. 

It embodies an innovative training concept that combines intermediate 

and higher level vocational training programs and university programs. 

The window spacing emphasizes the main outlines of the exterior and 

immediately draws attention to the transparency and vitality of the 

interior. 

*** 
Cancer Center 

Amsterdam (CCA) 
MVRDV De Boelelaan 1118 

Built in 2006 as an academical cancer expertise center for research 

and treatment. The building has 7 storeys, each covering some 1425 

m2. The whole complex was built within a year. 

**** 
Amsterdam 

Orphanage 
Aldo van Eyck 

 

IJsbaanpad 7 

 

Built in 1960 as an orphanage. Within the Orphanage, units of program 

are laid out on an orthogonal grid. The units project off two diagonal 

paths so that each unit has multiple exterior facades. By projecting 

off of a diagonal within the grid, van Eyck creates an equal amount of 

negative spaces from the positives he’s formed.  

* ING House 
Meyer en Van 

Schooten Architecten 
Amstelveenseweg 500 

Built in 2002 as the ING group headquarters. A streamlined shape in 

anodized aluminum and glass, ING House is constructed like a table on 

sixteen steel legs. They stand freely on pins in large concrete blocks 

in the ground, a technique used in bridge building. On top of this table, 

the floors were built. The belly of the building on the second floor 

thus rises to the level of the highway. Ground level is below the 

highway. 

*** A-FACTORIJ Neutelings & Riedijk Pilotenstraat 12-41 

Built in 2002 as an office space. A former bike factory has been 

refurbished and extended to house offices and business units. Four 

patios slip between the six rows with tall shed roofs of the original 

factory. Dividing walls have been kept to a minimum in the factory hall. 

The extra office space required is housed in three towers and an L-

shaped block terminating the original factory complex. Thick masonry 

detailing gives the towers an impression of great mass and solidity.  



 

 

 Zone 4: Amsterdam Nieuw-West 

***** WoZoCo MVRDV 
Ookmeerweg + 

Reimerswaaltstraat 

Built in 1997, this building was the first housing complex realized by 

MVRDV. WoZoCo's Apartments for Elderly People open up 100 living 

units in an area. It’s very powerful image is the result of urban 

policy: the architects couldn't place all the 100 apartments in a 

linear building, because there was a height restriction. Thus the 

overhang volumes: all the apartments that couldn't fit into the 

linear volume where hang on the northern side, with an east-west 

orientation. 

 

 Zone 5: Amsterdam West 

*** Floor 17 rooftop - 
Staalmeesterslaan 

410 

The Ramada Apollo hotel welcomes you to visit Floor 17, their 

rooftop terrace bar with excellent views of the city. Bring a warm 

sweater or a blanket as it can get sometimes a little chilly. Mon-

Sun (10-1) 

** Westergasfabriek Isaac Gosschalk 
Haarlemmerweg 8E, 

1014 BE 

At the end of the 19th century, the Imperial Continental Gas 

Association (ICGA) built two coal gas factory complexes in 

Amsterdam: the Ooster Gasfabriek (Eastern Gas Factory) and the 

Wester Gasfabriek (Western Gas Factory). The latter was completed 

in 1885, strategically located near to waterways, the rail network 

and access roads. The Westergasfabriek ceased gas production gas 

in 1967. Now it's used as a now as a cultural venue. Mon-Fri (9-

18.30) 

*** 
Kop van 

Diemenstraat 
B. Tjhie - C. Bakker Van Diemenstraat 2 

Located on a strategic site at the end of the river IJ, the building 

fills the gap of an urban open space. The building consists of office 

spaces and housing that relate to the old warehouses nearby. The 

building is partially lifted to reveal important views between the 

harbor and the city, while the sunken square beneath offers an 

interesting public space along the water. The open courtyard and 

transparent staircase bring sunlight into the covered square.  

***** Silodam MVRDV Silodam 

Built in 2002 as a housing building. Located next to two former grain 

warehouses (silos) that have been converted into housing. The 157 

apartments, business units and public spaces, in the Housing Silo, 

are compressed within a 10 storey high and 20 meters deep urban 

envelope. The apartments, rental and owner in different sizes, are 

stacked, legible on the façade, each of which is expressed 

differently. Tours are available from 3€ sending an email to 

silodam.org 2 weeks in advance. 

* Qubic hvdn architecten 
Stavangerweg 50 - 

877 

Built in 2004 as a student residence designed by the own students. 

The architects made a prefabricated system out of containers of 9 

by 3 meters. This system made the houses' construction rapid, re-

usable and costs were kept to a minimum. Six different façades with 

six different colors where chosen to make several changing 

combinations. 

*** REM Eiland Rooftop - Haparandadam 45 

Have a drink 22 meters above the IJ in an old pirate television 

tower with views of Amsterdam from Zuid to Noord. We love 

watching the darkening skies and twinkling lights at night from all 

sides of the restaurant. In addition to their amazing views, REM 

Eiland offers delicious food and drinks. Mon-Sun (9-22) 

 

 Zone 6: Amsterdam Noord (North) 

* 
Amsterdam Eye 

Museum 

Delugan Meissl 

Associated 

Architects 

IJpromenade 1 

Both the Eye Film Institute’s concept and urban implementation are 

based on an overlay of two creative disciplines which have at their 

core reality and fiction, illusion and real experience. The building 

concept becomes the story board, the architecture the scenography. 

By delivering a dynamic interplay, the building’s assigned role 

oscillates between acting as the urban scenery’s protagonist and as a 

dramaturgical element placed in front of a heterogeneous landscape 

setting. Mon-Sun (10-23.30) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 ULR map: https://goo.gl/vVDsXm  

 Metro map:  http://www.amsterdam.info/transport/metro/  

 Note: Directions are given in order of neighborhoods following this diagram. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

1. Centrum (City Center) 

2. Amsterdam-Oost (East) 

3. Amsterdam-Zuid (South) 

4. Amsterdam Nieuw-West 

5. Amsterdam West 

6. Amsterdam Noord (North) 

https://goo.gl/vVDsXm
http://www.amsterdam.info/transport/metro/

