
 

 

   

 WHAT Architect WHERE Notes 
 Zone 1: South Beach + Art Deco District 

** 
Miami Beach 

Botanical Garden 
Raymond Jungles 

2000 Convention 

Center Drive 

There's not a huge variety of species but the Japanese garden is 

worth a look. Tue-Sun (9-5). Free Admission. 

**** Holocaust Memorial Kenneth Treister 
1933-1945 Meridian 

Ave 

Opened in 1990. Very impressive hand sculpture. Mon-Sun (10-10) 

Free admission. 

*** Miami City Ballet Arquitectonica 2200 Liberty Ave 
Built in 1993 at the Ophelia & Juan Js Roca Center in Miami Beach. 

Reinterpretation of the Art Deco style. 

* Regional Library 
Robert A. M. Sterns 

Architects 
227 22nd St 

Includes an outdoor courtyard + auditorium. Art Deco style 

architecture: terrazzo floors, terrazzo exterior panels and tapered 

columns. Mon-Tue (12-8), Wed-Sun (10-6) 

**** Bass Museum of Art 

Russell Pancoast 

Arata Isozaki (new 

wing) 

2100 Collins Avenue 

Originally the Miami Beach Public Library and Art Center, designed in 

1930. Art deco façade include sculptures by Gustav Boland. Miami’s 

first public building with an exhibition space for the fine arts. 

General admission $8, $6 students. / Permanently closed 

*** Peter Miller Hotel Russell Pancoast 1900 Collins Avenue Art deco landmark built in 1936 now restored by architect Kobi Karp. 

*** 
Temple Emanu El 

Synagogue 
Kenneth Treister 

1701 Washington 

Avenue 

The oldest and largest Conservative congregation in Miami Beach. 

Original sanctuary built in 1947. Mon-Sat (9-5) 

*** 
City of Miami Beach 

City Hall Annex 
Perkins and Will 

1700 Convention 

Center Dr 

Two building the old (more conventional) and the new by Perkins and 

Will which was built in 2011 and is a parking. 

***** New World Symphony Frank Gehry 500 17th St 

Built in 2011. Unlike some of Gehry's best-known works, exterior is 

mostly rectangular and unassuming. Public park next to it, designed 

by the firm West 8 hosts live, free "wall casts" of select events. 

* Community Church - 1620 Drexel Ave First church in Miami Beach. Built in 1920. Spanish Revival style. 

***** 
Lincoln Theater / 

H&M 
Thomas W. Lamb 541 Lincoln Rd 

Built in 1936 in art deco style. It functioned as a cinema until the 

80s then was used for performances of the New World Symphony 

which moved to Frank Gehry-designed building in 2011. 

** 
Art Center/South 

Florida 
- 924 Lincoln Rd 

Established in 1984 by a small but forward-thinking group of artists. 

Exciting lineup of classes and lectures. Monthly rotating exhibitions. 

**** Colony Theatre ? 1040 Lincoln Rd 
Art Deco landmark built in 1935. Recently restored. Important 

architects such as Koolhaas or Bjarke Ingels lecture here. 

***** Parking Garage Herzog & de Meuron 1111 Lincoln Road 

Built in 2010, this is one of the best recent projects on Miami Beach, 

despite being a parking. The structure is the architecture. The car 

park is an organism made up of a family of concrete slabs, deployed 

as floor plates, columns and ramps. The best part of it, however, is 

on the top floor, amazing skyline views from here.  

**** 
Española Way 

Promenade 
- 

Española Way + 14th 

& 15th Streets 

Staying on Espanola Way, cross over Washington Ave to the oldest 

intact area on the Beach. This block, between Washington Avenue and 

Drexel Avenue, was designed by Robert Taylor in 1925 for N. B. T. 

Roney, and was known as the “Spanish Village”, originally intended as 

an artist colony. Although the extending balconies and wooden 

trellises are gone, one can still feel the Hispanic environment. Red 

tiled roofs, open loggias, and asymmetrically placed turrets remain, as 

does the original rust and beige stucco. Looking north and south, don’t 

miss a glance at the alleyways halfway down the block. Craft market 

here on weekend afternoons. The Campton Apartments, 1455 

Washington Ave were featured in the film Ace Ventura. 

 

 Art Deco Walk: The most important buildings in Art Deco style. 

**** US Post Office ? 1300 Washington Ave 
Curvy block of white deco in the stripped classical style built in 1937. 

This building was manufactured in a “stripped classic” design, in a 



 

 

style known as Depression Moderne. By 1977, it had seen better days, 

and the MDPL petitioned the federal government to refurbish it. That 

they did, and what we have today is perhaps one of the most striking 

of its kind. Inside, muralist Charles Hardman, with funding from the 

WPA, created an elaborate painting of Ponce de Leon’s invasion of 

Florida. 

**** Old City Hall 
Martin Luther 

Hampton 
1130 Washington Ave 

Built in 1927 to the Mediterranean Revival design. A symbol of the 

city’s resurrection after the disastrous Hurricane of 1926, the 9-story 

city hall tower included a fire station in the north wing. Disused when 

City Hall moved to City Center in 1975, it regained civic importance as 

an element of the Miami Beach Police and Court Facility complex, 

serving as the home of the Miami Beach branch of the county court 

system. 

***** 11th St. Diner - 
1065 Washington 

Avenue 

An original Art Deco diner built in 1948 by Paramount Dining Car 

Company of Haledon, New Jersey and transported to Wilkes-Barre, 

Pennsylvania in 1992 and opened the same year. Although this diner 

was moved to Miami Beach, its Art Deco style is compatible with the 

indigenous buildings.  

** Wolfsonian-FIU Mark Hampton 1001 Washington Ave 

Originally designed in 1926 as a storage facility, the current 

Wolfsonian Museum building stands today very much as it did in the 

1920′s, a large block building with marginal fenestration. The 

decoration is in the best spirit of the Spanish Baroque Revival. Above 

and around the doorway is a nice example of cast stucco work in a 

Neo-Churrigueresque style.  

* Astor Hotel T Hunter Henderson 956 Washington Ave. 

Built in 1936. Not much of its original design or color. The Astor Hotel 

is featured on the National Register of Historic Places and is a stop 

on the Art Deco Historic & Architectural South Beach Tour.  

**** Park Central Hotel Henry Hohauser 640 Ocean Drive 

Built in 1937 and known as “The Blue Jewel” of Ocean Drive, this 

pastel-hued classic is the famed street’s tallest Art Deco hotel, and 

its grand lobby once welcomed celebrities such as Clark Gable, Carole 

Lombard and Rita Hayworth. The Park Central has elaborate decorative 

motifs: an inset porch, porthole windows above the entrance, echoed 

by circular motifs at the top, a tripartite front with vertical fluting, 

abstract designs in the spandrels of the central bay, and a sleek 

stainless steel sign. 1988 renovation by Beilinson Architect. 

*** The Colony Hotel Henry Hohauser 736 Ocean Drive 

Built in 1935 as one of the best known hotels in the street. There are 

several series of thin horizontal bands either side of the sign and 

short vertical bars along the central part of the roofline with a zig-

zag pattern on both sides. At night the character of the whole area 

changes when the neon is lit. 

*** Waldorf Towers Hotel Albert Anis 860 Ocean Drive 

Built in 1937. With its round corner, this hotel is one of the most 

distinctive. In December 2001 it completed a comprehensive multi-million 

dollar renovation which prevented it from its demolition (which is a 

destiny many other hotels are facing). Sometimes hotels with nautical 

motifs, like the lighthouse tower here, are defined as Miami Beach 

Tropical Deco. The porch is more classical but is hidden by the 

umbrellas. 

***** Breakwater Hotel Anton Skislewicz 940 Ocean Drive 

Built in 1936. WWI pilot Anton Skislewicz designed two of the District’s 

most iconic buildings, the Plymouth and Breakwater Hotels. The 

Breakwater Hotel shows the use of clean lines, symmetry and ziggurat 

(zig zag) shapes that typify art deco. Bright colours weren’t used 

when the buildings were built in the 1930s, but in the 1980s they were 

repainted. 

*** Edison Hotel Henry Hohauser 960, Ocean Drive 

Built in 1935. The Mediterranean-style hotel temporarily served as a 

training headquarters for World War II soldiers. The urge to recreate 

medieval Spain was popularized in the 20′s and persisted into the 30′s. 

Carrying out this Hispanic myth, Hohauser dressed up this concrete 

facade with Romanesque motifs, such as the twisted columnettes. 

* 
Art Deco Welcome 

Center 
? 1001 Ocean Drive 

Tours last 90 min. General admission $20.00, $15.00 for seniors, 

veterans and students Fri-Wed 10.30, Thu 10.30 + 6.30. You'll find 

books, brochures, and guided tours here. 

**** Essex House Hotel Henry Hohauser 1001 Collins Avenue 

Built in 1938. The Essex, like the Tiffany, wraps around the corner of 

the avenue and is prominently announced by a finial which bears its 

name. This hotel has all the deco elements. Porthole windows along 

the top storey. Eyebrows proving shade for the windows on the lower 

storeys. A rounded corner with the hotel name in neon. 

*** Casa Casaurina Alden Freeman 1116 Ocean Drive 

1930 Spanish-style mansion was the home of Italian fashion designer 

Gianni Versace, who was shot to death in 1997 on the steps. Reopened 

in 2009 as a boutique luxury hotel, restaurant and event space. 

**** Victor Hotel 
L. Murray Dixon 

Perkins + Will 
1144 Ocean Drive 

Much of the building’s original 1936 architecture still remains, 

renovation by Perkins + Will in 2003. Interior design by Jacque Garcia. 

*** Leslie Hotel Albert Anis 1244, Ocean Drive 
Built in 1937. I loved this hotel because I already knew it from The 

Ace Ventura movie, which opens with Ace  walking northbound from 



 

 

this hotel. It has the tripartite facade so common in Art Deco 

buildings with extended vertical fluting and bowed windows as 

decorative devices on the central bay. 

*** The Carlyle Hotel 
Richard Kiehnel and 

John Elliot 
1250 Ocean Drive 

Built in 1939. Art Deco curves abound in this stylish hotel, which 

was featured in the film “The Birdcage”. The canopy here for the 

front porch is also the base for the upper stories, which is 

supported by delicate fluted columns. The decoration at the top is 

filigreed masonry.  

*** Cardozo Hotel Henry Hohauser 1300 Ocean Drive 

Built in 1939. Owned by Gloria Estefan. Like the Carlyle Hotel across 

13th Street, the Cardozo Hotel is also curvilinear. Although there is 

a strong sense of horizontality, accented by the bands of eyebrows 

and modified string courses, both the side and front facades have 

emphatic central bays as well. 

**** Winter Haven Hotel Albert Anis 1400 Ocean Drive 

Built in 1939. Unlike many of the Art Deco hotels, this one is taller. 

Still it has the typical tripartite front and extended eyebrows 

around the corners. Although its façade went through intensive 

restoration in 2008, it looks very much the same. Oh, don’t miss the 

grand cruise ship inspired staircase and the floors of ubiquitous 

terrazzo. Incredible floors of ubiquitous terrazzo. 

**** Crescent Hotel Henry Hohauser 1420 Ocean Drive 

Built in 1938. Unlike most Art Deco facades, this one is 

asymmetrical, although one could still see it as a three-part facade. 

Like some Art Deco structures, though, it has relief decoration. 

Located just beside another jewel, Mc Alpin Hotel.  

***** Mc Alpin Hotel L. Murray Dixon 1424 Ocean Drive 

Built in 1940, 2 years after the Crescent Hotel, relates to its sister 

next door. Both are about the same height with roof lines that seem 

continuous and even windows and eyebrows are the same height. 

Unlike the Crescent Hotel, the McAlpin, has the standard Art Deco 

tripartite facade.  

* 
Jewish Museum of 

Florida 
H. Frasser Ros 301 Washington Ave 

Built in 1929. Prior to this building, Jews had been denied permission 

to construct a synagogue. Tue-Sun (10-5). General admission 6$. 

***** Apogee Condominium Sieger-Suarez 800 S Pointe Dr 
Built in 2007, it is one of the most modern and elegant buildings on 

Miami Beach. It's private but if you get the chance, visit the lobby. 

**** Portofino Tower Sieger-Suarez 300 S Pointe Dr 
Built in 1997, is 484 ft (148 m) tall. It is the 4th tallest skyscraper in 

Miami Beach. Interesting Art Deco and use of colors for a skyscraper. 

***** South Pointe Park 
Hargreaves 

Associates 
1 Washington Ave 

If you like landscape architecture, which I do very much, this is a must 

visit. The revitalization of this underutilized public park transforms it 

into a neighborhood and regional destination through the integration of 

diversified urban park programs, regional gardens and restored native 

habitats, and the connection with urban circulation systems. It includes 

an integrated system of rainwater collection and harvesting. Amazing 

views of the massive cruise ships entering and leaving Biscayne Bay. 

 

 Zone 2: Downtown + Financial District 

***** 
Adrienne Arsht 

Center for the 

Performing Arts 

Cesar Pelli 
1300 Biscayne 

Boulevard 

Built in 2006, it consists of two main buildings —  the Sanford and 

Dolores Ziff Ballet Opera House and the John S. and James L. Knight 

Concert Hall and a tower connected by an outdoor plaza. The tower 

from a 1929 Sears store, the earliest example of Art Deco in Miami, 

was preserved and incorporated into the plaza design. The buildings 

are punctuated by large glass and steel curtain walls at their entries. 

However, the most interesting part it’s on the interior. FREE Tours 

Mon + Sat (departing from the lobby of the Ziff Ballet Opera House). 

***** 
Perez Art Museum 

Miami 
Herzog & deMeuron Bicentennial Park 

Built in 2014, this building is the new home to a growing collection of 

international artwork by some of the world’s foremost artists. A 

cantilevered canopy creates a series of outdoor spaces connecting the 

museum with the adjacent park, and offers generous views over 

biscayne bay. This is another successful project by the amazing Swiss 

architects. General admission $12, FREE for students.  

Tue-Sun (10-6). Thu (10-9) 

*** 
Cisneros Fontanals 

Art Foundation 
- 1018 North Miami Ave 

Beautiful warehouse space. Spectacular façade that evokes nature. 

Check access (for events) at http://www.cifo.org/index.php. 

* Lyric Theater Geder Walker 819 Northwest 2nd Ave Built in 1913 as an entertainment center. Closed since the '60s. 

***** Freedom Tower 
A. Fuller, Schultze & 

Weaver 

600 Biscayne 

Boulevard 

Built in 1925 as the headquarters and printing facility of the 

newspaper The Miami News. Currently used as a museum and a 

memorial to Cuban immigration to the US. Mediterranean Revival style. 

Tue-Fri (12-17). Check admission to expositions (normally FREE). 

***** 
AmericanAirlines 

Arena 

Arquitectonica + 360 

Architecture 

601 Biscayne 

Boulevard 

Built in 1999 as home to the Miami Heat of the NBA. It has a giant 

aircraft painted on top of the arena's roof, visible from airplanes 

taking off and landing. Amazing Bay views from the front part. 

** 
JFK Torch Of 

Friendship 
Valerio Capote Bayfront Park 

Monument dedicated in memory of president John F. Kennedy. After 

serious damage in 1974, Capote rebuilt the monument at no charge. 

The perpetual flame has been extinguished occasionally. 

** Bayfront Park Isamu Noguchi   
Built in 1925 under the design plans of Warren H. Manning. In 1980 it 

was redesigned by Japanese-America artist and landscape architect. 



 

 

** Klipsch Amphitheater - 
301 North Biscayne 

Boulevard 

Reopened in 2009 after a multi-million dollar renovation. Good spot 

for live-music shows and excellent views over Biscayne Bay. 

** Challenger Memorial Isamu Noguchi S of Bayfront Park 
Abstract public sculptures:  the Slide Mantra, the Challenger Memorial 

(dedicated to the Challenger astronauts) and the Light Tower. 

*** One Biscayne Tower 

Humberto Alonso, 

Pelayo G. Fraga + 

Enrique Gutiérrez 

2 S Biscayne Blvd 

Built in 1974 as an office skyscraper and significantly renovated in 

1990. Beautiful main lobby made of Rojo Alicante and Carrara Marble. It 

remains as a symbol of the city. 

**** 50 Biscayne Sieger Suarez 50 Biscayne 

57-story condo built in 2007. Miami Modern (abbreviated as MiMo) style. 

It has many design features that pay tribute to landscape architect 

Roberto Burle Marx. 

* 
Olympia Theater at 

the Gusman Center 

John Eberson 

Richard J. Heisenbottle 

(1990s Restoration) 

174 E Flagler St 

Built in 1926 as a silent movie palace. Moorish architecture. Exterior is 

badly preserved but if you have a chance visit the auditorium. 

FREE Tours are available Tue + Thu (2-3) ONLY by appointment. 

*** 
Old United States 

Post Office and 

Courthouse 

Kiehnel and Elliott 

and Oscar Wenderoth 
100 NE 1st Ave. 

Built in 1914. This three-story, Neo-Classical building was the first 

major federal facility to be constructed in Miami. In 1937, it became the 

home of the first savings and loan association by the U.S. government. 

**** 
Miami-Dade County 

Courthouse 

A. Ten Eyck Brown 

and August Geiger 
73 West Flagler St 

Built in 1928. Jail cells occupied the top nine floors because these 

heights offered "maximum security" and were considered escape proof. 

In 1934 a prisoner used a fire hose to lower himself to freedom. In 

the years following, more than 70 prisoners escaped from this prison. 

It is still in use as the main civil courthouse of Miami-Dade County. 

**** 
Stephen P. Clark 

Government Center 

Hugh Stubbins and 

Associates 

150 Northwest 1st 

Street 

Built in 1985. The tower is 510 ft (155 m) tall, and has 31 stories. It 

has one of the highest height-to-floor ratios of any skyscraper. Open 

to the public. 

**** 
Miami-Dade Cultural 

Center 
Philip Johnson 101 W Flagler St 

Home to the Miami Art Museum (which will move to Bicentennial Park in 

2014), the Main Branch of the Miami-Dade Public Library and The Historical 

Museum of Southern Florida. Mediterranean-style fortress and plaza. 

***** 
Miami Tower + James 

L. Knight 

International Center 

Pei Cobb Freed & 

Partners 

100 Southeast 2nd 

Street (Miami Tower) 

Built in 1987. The tower consists of two separate structures: A 10-

story parking garage and the 37-story office tower. Beautiful, 

elaborate night-time illuminations. It has the world's only elevated 

metro station in a skyscraper. 

***** The Viceroy Tower Arquitectonica 501 Brickell Avenue 

Condominiums + hotel. Check the "FIFTY Ultra Lounge," a 50th floor 

rooftop lounge that boasts a swimming pool and panoramic view of 

downtown Miami, Key Biscayne and South Miami Beach. Expensive. 

***** 500 Brickell Arquitectonica 500 Brickell Avenue 
Residential complex built in 2008. The two buildings were designed as 

twin towers, and rise 426 feet (130 meters), with 42 floors. Miami Icon. 

*** One Brickell Square 
Skidmore, Owings & 

Merrill 
801 Brickell Avenue 

Built in 1984 and Special Award. 28-story, multi-tenant Class A 

office skyscraper. 

***** Colonnade Plaza 
O. K. Houstoun, Jr. & 

H. Maxwell Parish 
1201 Brickell Ave 

When built in 1926, it was originally home to The Mark Store building 

in Miami. In the 1980s, it received a facelift and became Metromall. 

Not much is known about this little jewel on Brickell Ave but to me 

it looks like an amazing white and modern cathedral. 

***** Espirito Santo Plaza 
Kohn Pedersen Fox 

Associates PC (KPF) 
1395 Brickell Ave 

Built in 2002 asn now a Miami icon. Beautiful facade in a striking 

concave shape. Amazing views from the Conrad Hotel (floors 17-23) 

atrium. The building has been featured twice in Burn Notice. 

**** 
Simpson Park 

Hammock Pavilion 

Oppenheim 

Architecture + Design 

South Miami Avenue 

and SW 15th Road 

Built in 2009. Simpson Park Hammock’s history dates back to 1913 

when residents requested that 5.5 acres of native hardwood hammock 

be preserved as a natural area. Since then there have been many 

highs and lows and this new pavilion structure, by Miami architect 

Chad Oppenheim and Swiss designer Enzo Enea, was part of the first 

phase of a public/private partnership to revitalize this historic park 

and return it to the community. This is probably one of the most 

peaceful places in Miami. It embodies a symbiotic relationship between 

nature and architecture as the structure becomes interwoven within 

the canopy of the hammock while minimizing ecological site impact. 

**** Atlantis Condominium Arquitectonica 2025 Brickell Avenue 

Built in 1982, Miami icon. Glass facade and primary color scheme. Atypical 

5-story palm court which is cut out of the building. Featured in the 

opening credits of Miami Vice and landmark building in the game Sim City 3 

 

 Zone 3: Little Havana 

***** Little Havana - 
SW 8th St. and SW 

12th Ct. 

This little strip of galleries and studios houses one of the best 

concentrations of Latin American art (particularly from Cuba) in Miami. 

Maybe not so much about architecture but it is a must visit. 

**** Cuban Memorials - 

2 blocks of SW 13th 

Ave south of Calle 

Ocho 

The two blocks of SW 13th Ave south of Calle Ocho contain a series 

of monuments to Cuban and Cuban-American heroes, including those 

who died in the Cuban War of Independence and anti-Castro conflicts. 

The memorials include the Eternal Torch in Honor of the 2506th 

Brigade for the exiles who died during the Bay of Pigs Invasion; a 

huge Cuba brass relief; Jose Martí Memorial and a Madonna Statue. 

**** Cuba Ocho - 
1465 SW 8th Street 

Suite 106-107 

Community center, art gallery and research outpost for all things 

Cuban. Typical Cuban interior. Check www.cubaocho.com for events. 

***** 
Maximo Gomez Park 

Mural  
Oscar Thomas 

SW 8th Street and 

SW 15th Ave 

Known as Domino Park, is a gathering place for Cuban old timers who 

play tense games of dominos, and to a lesser degree checkers or 

http://www.cubaocho.com/


 

 

chess. The mural depicts the Presidents of all the American nations 

who attended the 1st Summit of the Americas in Miami in 1994. 

** Tower Theater ? 1508 SW 8th St 
Built in 1926 and remodeled in 1931 in an Art Deco style which make it 

become a neighborhood landmark. Nowadays it needs restoration. 

**** Bay of Pigs Museum - 
1821 Southwest 9th 

Street 

This museum has a small but interesting collection of ephemera and 

memorabilia relating to the failed Bay of Pigs invasion of 1961.  

Mon-Sat (9-4). FREE admission. 

 

 Zone 4: Coconut Grove 

***** Villa Vizcaya ? 
3251 South Miami 

Avenue 

Built in 1922 it was the winter residence of James Deering. Conceived as 

a modern interpretation of an 18th C Italian villa. It's amazingly well 

preserved. Wed-Mon (9:30-4:30). General admission $15, students $10. 

* 
Miami Museum of 

Science 
- 

3280 South Miami 

Avenue 

New building at Bicentennial Park will open in 2014. General admission 

$14.95, students $10.95 (includes entrance to all museum galleries, 

planetarium shows, and the wildlife center)./ Permanently closed 

** Dinner Key - 
3400 Pan American 

Drive 

Originally an island, but was connected to the mainland in. It served as 

a base for Pan American World Airways’ flying boats during the 30s It 

was one of the world's largest airports and the main hub for air 

traffic between N-S America. Today, it is used primarily as a marina. 

** AC Fine Art Gallery - 2911 Grand Ave 
Beautiful white entrance. Selection of Art Noveaux Posters, Salvador 

Dali, Piccaso, Andy Warhol, Chagal. Mon-Sat (11-6) 

** CocoWalk Gail Byron Baldwin 3015 Grand Avenue 
Multicultural marketplace open-air shopping, dining, and entertainment 

built in 1994. Eclectic and eccentric style. 

* 
Coconut Grove 

Playhouse 
Kiehnel and Elliott 3500 Main Hwy 

Built in 1937 as a movie theater. In 2006 the Coconut Grove Playhouse 

was closed due to an accumulated debt. It remains closed today. 

* 
Barnacle Historic State 

Park 
- 3485 Main Highway 

Built in 1891 as the home of Ralph Middleton Munroe. It offers a 

glimpse of Old Florida during The Era of the Bay. Fri-Mon (9-5) Tours 

at 10 and 11:30; 1 and 2:30. General admission $2, house tours $3. 

**** 
Plymouth  

Congregational Church 

Clinton McKenzie 

Robert Law Weed 

(addition of 2 transepts)  

3400 Devon Road 

Built in 1917. The front façade is highlighted by a curvilinear gable 

surmounted by twin bell towers. The door itself is approximately 375 

years old and came from a monastery in the Pyrenees Mountains. 

*** The Kampong 
Edward Clarence 

Dean and Max Strang 

4013 South Douglas 

Road 

Tropical garden. 1h tours Wed-Sat (10.30-12). General admission $20, 

students call for discount. Reservations are needed in advance. 

*** 
Marjory Stoneman 

Douglas House 
George Hyde 3744 Stewart Avenue 

Built in 1926 as the home of the author, activist, and Medal of 

Freedom honoree. Example of local Masonry Vernacular architecture 

featuring an eclectic combination of Tudor Revival and Medieval details. 

*** 
Fairchild Tropical 

Botanical Garden 
William Lyman Phillips 11935 Old Cutler Rd 

Built 1938. Outstanding collection of taxonomically arranged and well-

documented tropical plants. Mon-Sun (7:30-4:30). General admission $25. 

 

 Zone 5: Coral Gables 

***** Biltmore Hotel Schultze and Weaver 1200 Anastasia Ave 

Built in 1926. Mediterranean Beaux Arts style. For a number of 

years it had the largest swimming pool in the world (Famous picture 

from here). Great details everywhere. Check the lobby main stairs.  

**** 
Congregational United 

Church of Christ 
Kiehnel and Elliott 

3010 De Soto 

Boulevard 

Built in. George Merrick, architect and developer of Coral Gables, 

built the church to honor his father. Spanish style. 

**** 
Coral Way Entrance 

Monuments 
George Merrick 

cnr Red Rd & Coral 

Way 

He laid out the city of Coral Gables’ footprint by designing wide tree 

lined boulevards, fountains, coral rock entrance archways, golf courses…  

**** 
Coral Gables Country 

Club Prado Entrance 
George Merrick 

Cadiz + Country Club 

Prado 

Built in 1927 as part of George Merrick‘s grand “planned community”, 

one of the first to be designed and built in the United States. 

**** 
Alhambra Water 

Tower 
Denman Fink Alhambra Cir. 

Built c. 1923 and serves a time when everyday practical things could 

be turned into works of art. Extensively restored in 1993. 

**** 
Granada Entrance 

Monuments 
George Merrick 

SW 8 ST and Granada 

Blvd 

Made of coral rock, offered by George Merrick, for free to be used 

in the construction of homes and major landmarks. Very monumental. 

**** 
Coral Gables Merrick 

House 
George Merrick 907 Coral Way 

Built in 1925 as the family residence of George E. Merrick. 45min Tours 

Sun+ Wed (1, 2 and 3 p.m.). General admission $5.00, students $3. 

***** Venetian Pool 
Phineas Paist 

artist Denman Fink 

2701 de Soto 

Boulevard 

Created in 1923 from a coral rock quarry. It also features two large 

historic lookout towers, with a view to the City Beautiful. Mon-Sun 

(10-4.30). General admission $11.50. 

**** 
Coral Gables City 

Hall 

Phineas Paist and 

Harold Steward 
405 Biltmore 

Built in 1928 in the Mediterranean Revival architectural style. The 

tower interior is highlighted by a mural, painted by Denman Fink. 

*** Miracle Theater William H. Lee 280 Miracle Mile 
Built in 1948 as a neighborhood movie house is one of the best bits 

of deco anywhere off the Beach. 

**** Coral Gables Museum ? 285 Aragon Ave 

Built in 1939 as the Police and Fire Station. Collection includes 

historical artifacts and mementos. Interesting historic walking tours 

around Coral Gables on Saturdays at 11. Tue-Fri (10-6) Sat (11-5) 

Sun (12-5). General admission $7, students $5. 

*** Alhambra Towers ACi Inc 121 Alhambra Plaza 
Built in 2002 inspired in the Cathedral towers of Seville, Cordoba and 

Leon. The West Tower is crowned by a replica of ‘The Giraldillo.’ 

**** University of Miami - 1320 S Dixie Hwy 

Established in 1925. The University offers tours of its Coral Gables 

campus through the Office of Admission but must be scheduled by 

appointment only. Must visit the Richter Library, BankUnited Center, 

the School of Business and the School of Engineering. 



 

 

**** 
The Jorge M. Perez 

Architecture Center 

Leon Krier with 

Merrill Pastor 

Architects 

1215 Dickinson Drive 

Built in 2006. It houses a lecture hall, an exhibition space and 

multimedia classroom. Interesting use of geometry outside and inside. 

It seems positively medieval when placed beside the Bauhaus-inspired 

buildings of the rest of the architecture school. 

**** BankUnited Center  
Ellerbe Becket + 

Spills Candela 
1245 Dauer Drive 

Multi-purpose arena built in 2003. It hosts concerts, family shows, 

trade shows, lecture series and university events. Very monumental. 

 

 Zone 6: North Miami beach + North Beach 

**** 
The Ancient Spanish 

Monastery 
Unknown 

16711 West Dixie 

Highway 

Originally built in 1141 in Sacramenia, Spain, later in 1925 shipped to 

New York City (structures were dismantled stone by stone, packed in 

more than 11,000 wooden crates, numbered for identification and 

shipped to the US) and finally reassembled in North Miami Beach. 

***** Temple Menorah Morris Lapidus 620 75th Street 
Built in 1962 as a conservative Jewish Synagogue by the famous 

architect. Great example of MIMO (Miami Modern) architecture. 

**** Ocean Surf Hotel Anton Skislewicz 7436 Ocean Terrace Built in 1940 as an Art Deco landmark. Also see the hotel on its right. 

**** Eden Roc Renaissance Morris Lapidus 4525 Collins Avenue 

Built in 1956. Mufson told Lapidus "I don't want any of the French 

stuff you used at the Fontainebleau. That's for kids." So he 

designed this fine example of MiMo (Miami Modern) architecture. 

**** 
Fontainebleau Resort 

Hotel 
Morris Lapidus 4441 Collins Avenue 

Built in 1954 is one of the most historically and architecturally 

significant hotels on Miami Beach. Its style is Miami Modern (MiMo). 

 

 Zone 7: Little Haiti + Wynwood 

**** 
Little Haiti Cultural 

Center 
Bernard Zyscovich 212 NE 59th Terrace 

It houses a small art gallery, crafts center and activities space. The 

best time to visit is for the Big Night in Little Haiti, a street party held 

on the third Friday of every month from 6pm to 10pm. Mon-Sun (9-5) 

*** 
Living Room 

Sculpture 
- 

Cnr NW 40th St & N 

Miami Ave 

Huge sculpture of a living room. ‘Urban intervention’ meant to be a 

criticism of the disappearance of public space. Design District starts. 

** 
Galerie Emmanuel 

Perrotin 

Oppenheim 

Architecture + Design 
194 NW 30th St 

The renovation and addition in 2006 maintains the building's original 

1950s character. Check opening hours http://www.perrotin.com/  

** 
Rubell Family Art 

Collection 
- 

95 NW 29th St 

Wynwood 

Impressive contemporary art collection that spans the last 30 years. 

Wed-Sat (10-6). General admission $10, students $5. 

***** 
Wynwood Walls 

Urban Art 
- 

Northwest 25th 

Street 

Graffiti, Street art murals. Amazing art that changes every year. In 

order to know the artists visit http://thewynwoodwalls.com  

*** 
Pan American Art 

Projects 
- 2450 NW 2nd Ave 

Best and most complete Art Gallery in Wynwood. Always offering new 

and interesting shows. Tue-Fri (9:30-5:30) Sat (12-5:30). 

*** Artopia - 1753 NE 2nd Ave 

This was the old studio space of artist Purvis Young, who grew up 

near the studio. His folk-arty works and similar pieces are often 

displayed. Call for opening hours. 

***** Bacardi Building 
Enrique Gutierrez 

Ignacio Carrera-Justiz 
2100 Biscayne Blvd 

Complex of 2 towers built in 1963 and 1973 (by Ignacio Carrera-Justiz) 

that serve as Bacardi’s HQ in USA. The architect had previously 

worked with Mies van der Rohe on the Bacardi HQ in Mexico City, you 

could tell from the minimalistic sides of the façade. The other two 

exterior walls are adorned with fantastic blue and white renderings of 

a tropical paradise, handpainted by Brazilian artist Francisco Brennand. 

Definitely worth a visit. Mon-Fri (9-3.30). FREE tours. 

 

 Zone 8: Florida International University 

**** 
Florida International 

University Campus 
- 11200 SW 8th Street 

Founded in 1965. Its brand new buildings make this a very interesting 

architecture point. Can't miss: School of Architecture, School of 

Business, Viertes Haus, Academic Health Center 2 (No. 4 by Perkins 

and Will is being built), Charles Perry Primera Casa (PC), Patricia & 

Philip Frost Art Museum and Herbert and Nicole Wertheim Performing 

Arts Center. 

**** 
Chapman Graduate 

School of Business 
KPF 

11200 SW 8th St (left 

school of architecture) 

Built in 2011 as the concept of two interlocking courtyards. Its strong 

diagonal pathway allows east-west breezes to filter through the new 

complex. 

**** 
Paul L. Cejas School 

of Architecture 
Bernard Tschumi 11200 SW 8th Street 

Built in 2003 as classroom, studio, gallery, workshop and office 

space.The building is named after former FIU trustee Paul L. Cejas, 

who (ahem!) donated $2 million in support of the School of 

Architecture. Beautiful use of ceramic tiles in tones of yellows, 

oranges and reds. Design was focused on creating a communal space 

as a way to activate the student body and promote discussions and 

interactions, so don’t forget to visit its interior too. 

*** Viertes Haus ? 
SW from architecture 

school 

Built in 1975, VH houses the Department of Communication Arts, Art & 

Art History. Check the angled concrete wall, beautiful. 

**** 
Steve and Dorothea 

Green Library 
David M. Harper 

SW 107 Av + SW 14 

St 

Built in 1975, this building is the largest of the campus libraries. It 

underwent an expansion in the1990s designed by M.C. Harry Associates. 

*** 
Academic Health 

Center 2 
? 

E Campus Cir + SW 

11th St 

Built in 2008, this building is home to offices of the College of 

Medicine and College of Public Health & Social Work. Interesting façade  

**** 
Patricia & Philip 

Frost Art Museum 
Yann Weymouth (HOK) 

10975 S.W. 17th 

Street 

Established in 1977 and re-built in 2008. It houses various collections 

from local and international artists. Amazing main staircase. Tue-Sat 

(10-5) Sun (12- 5) FREE admission./ Closed?? 

http://www.perrotin.com/
http://thewynwoodwalls.com/


 

 

 Zone 9: Key Biscayne 

* Miami Seaquarium - 
4400 Rickenbacker 

Causeway 

Dozens of shows and exhibits. Sea life educational center. Mon-Sun 

(9:30-6). General admission $39.95. 

**** 
Key Biscayne Cruise 

Tour 
- 

401 Biscayne 

Boulevard 

There is a 90min tour cruise that departs from Bayside Marketplace, 

for seeing this beautiful landscape from the sea, the homes of some 

of the world's "rich and famous", along the stunning Miami Skyline 

as well as the Port of Miami and more. 

*** Crandon Park  - 6767 Crandon Blvd 

Marjory Stoneman Douglas Biscayne Nature Center, a not-for-profit 

organization dedicated to environmental education located on one of 

the most beautiful beaches of Miami. 

*** 
Cape Florida 

Lighthouse 
- 1200 Crandon Blvd 

Originally built in 1825, were attacked and burned in 1836 by Seminole 

warriors. Rebuilt in 1855-1856.  Featured in TV series "Miami Vice". It 

is disappointing though. Entrance to the park in $8. 

 

 Zone 10: The Everglades 

***** 
Everglades Safari 

Park 
- 26700 SW 8 St 

Amazing natural region of subtropical wetlands. Great photographs 

taken from the Airboat Ride. It's a ride in wilderness coming face to 

face with alligators & other exotic wildlife. Tours are around $20. 

 

 

 URL map: http://goo.gl/maps/3KX6C  

 Image: Painting of “The colony Hotel” by Frank Dalton 

 Legend: ***** (1 day) 

        ****   (2-3 days)  

        ***    (3-4 days) 

        **  

        *       (5-7 days) 

 

 

 

 Note: Directions are from 1-9 areas in order of importance and proximity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. South Beach + The Art Deco District 

2. Downtown + Financial District 

3. Calle Ocho (Little Havana) 

4. Coconut Grove 

5. Coral Gables 

6. North beach 

7. Little Haiti +  Wynwood 

8. Florida International University 

9. Key Biscayne 

10. Everglades 

http://goo.gl/maps/3KX6C


 

 

 


