
 

 

 WHAT Architect WHERE Notes 
 Zone 1: Lincoln Park 

*** 
Elks National 

Veterans Memorial 
Egerton Swartwout  2750 N Lakeview Ave 

Built in 1926 as the Elks National Memorial and Headquarters. In the 

years after the first World War, numerous memorials were built to 

honor the sacrifice of those who died in service. The Benevolent and 

Protective Order of Elks, a fraternal organization, launched a 

competition to design a fitting memorial to its 1000+ fallen members. 

The American Institute of Architects reviewed seven strong design 

proposals and selected Egerton Swartwout to build the 

memorial. Swartwout brought his experience designing lavish Beaux 

Arts buildings to the memorial project. It truly is monumental with 

its enormous dome resting on encircling columns, executed in durable 

Indiana limestone. Mon-Sat (12pm-4pm) from April 15 through 

November 15. 

* 
Peggy Notebaert 

Nature Museum 
Perkins and Will 

2430 N Cannon Drive 

(end of Fullerton) 

Founded in 1857 by the Chicago Academy of Sciences, the museum, 

which opened in its present facility in October 1999 focuses on the 

natural history of the Chicago region, child and adult education, and 

is known for its live butterfly house. General admission $9. Mon-Fri 

(9-5), Sat-Sun (10-5), $9 admission. 

***** 
Lincoln Park Lily 

Pool 
Alfred Caldwell 125 W. Fullerton Pkwy 

Originally built to cultivate tropical water lilies in 1889. In the 1930s, 

landscape architect Alfred Caldwell was hired by the Works 

Progress Administration to redesign the pool. Good example of 

Prairie School landscape architecture. Is an amazing spot where you 

forget you are in a big city. Opens only from April to November 

from 7.30 am-7.30 pm 

***** Amazing Views - End of Fullerton 
Views of Chicago’s amazing skyline. Hancock Tower, Navy Pier, River 

Point Towers. 

**** Chicago Zoo  2200 N Cannon Drive 

The zoo was founded in 1868, making it among the oldest of zoos in 

North America. It is also one of a few free admission zoos in the 

United States. Amazing skyline views close to the Nature Boardwalk 

at the pond. The zoo's exhibits include big cats, polar bears, 

penguins, gorillas, reptiles, monkeys, and other species totalling 

about 1,100 animals from some 200 species. Also located in Lincoln 

Park Zoo is a burr oak tree which dates to 1830, three years 

before the city was founded. Free admission and opened 365 days a 

year Mon-Fri (10-17). 

* 
Laflin Memorial 

Building 
Patton & Fisher 2001 N. Clark St. 

Named after Matthew Laflin, a gunpowder tycoon and philanthropist, 

the Laflin Memorial Building opened in 1894 as the new home for the 

Chicago Academy of Sciences—the first museum in Chicago 

(established 1857). Designed by Patton & Fisher in the Classical 

Beaux-Arts style and rehabbed in 1996 by Solomon Cordwell Buenz 

& Associates, the building became the administrative offices for the 

Lincoln Park Zoo shortly after the Chicago Academy of Sciences 

moved to the new Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum in 1999. 

***** Wood Pavilion Gang Studio 1212 N. Ashland Ave. 

Built in 2010 as a wood pavilion. The project transforms a picturesque 

urban pond from the 19th century into an ecological habitat buzzing 

with life. The way it’s constructed is very unique. Amazing skyline 

views from here. 

*** Moody Church Fugard & Knapp 1630 N. Clark St. 
The Moody Church is one of the grandest Romanesque-Revival 

churches in the United States. It was designed by Fugard and Knapp 



 

and completed in 1925. It borrows elements from Byzantine 

architecture. A rooftop deck with panoramic views of the Lincoln Park 

lakefront provides space for large events. The church is named after 

famed evangelist Dwight L. Moody. Check 

services http://www.moodychurch.org 

* 
Chicago History 

Museum 
Holabird and Root 1601 N. Clark St. 

Chicago History Museum (formerly known as the Chicago Historical 

Society) was founded in 1856 to study and interpret Chicago's 

history. Rebuilt in 1932. Second addition by Holabird and Root was 

made in 1988. General admission $14. Mon-Sat (9.30-4.30) 

** 
Charnley-Persky 

House Museum 

Frank Lloyd Wright 

and Louis Sullivan 
1365 N Astor St 

Built in 1892, it is one of the oldest houses of Chicago (with Glessner 

and Clarke Houses) and it is said to be the first modern house in 

Chicago. The red house next to it was built shortly before, and the 

differences are amazing. Free tours are offered on Wednesday 

afternoons. Wed (12pm-1pm), Sat (10am-1pm) 

 

 Zone 2: Downtown-Loop, North Loop 

*** 
Lake Shore Drive 

Apartments 
Mies van der Rohe 880 N Lake Shore Dr. 

Built in 1951. Mies van der Rohe's design for these towers was initially 

not accepted because it was considered to be too extreme (yikes!). 

The materials are common: steel, aluminum and glass. Yet what made 

these building so special was the structural clarity and composition, 

which followed his principle “less is more” as it is demonstrated in his 

self-proclaimed “skin and bones” architecture. 

***** John Hancock Tower 
Skidmore, Owing and 

Merril (SOM) 
875 N Michigan Ave 

Built in 1968 as the 4th tallest tower in Chicago. Its structural 

importance relies on the X-bracing tubular system that for the first 

time was shown in the exterior. In the beginning, the structure was 

something to be hidden and the apartments that had a piece of 

structure on their façade were expected to be sold last. Despite 

this fact, these apartments were the most requested. It was the 

beginning of a new era. Free access to the signature lounge on the 

96th floor. Extremely nice at sunset. If you are a woman, make sure 

you visit the restroom. 

*** 
Fourth Presbyterian 

Church 
Ralph Adams Cram 126 East Chestnut St 

Located in front of the Hancock Tower. Oldest founded church in 

Chicago. Except for the familiar Water Tower complex two blocks to 

the south, which survived the Chicago Fire of 1871, Fourth Church is 

now the oldest surviving structure on Michigan Avenue north of the 

river. 

*** Water Tower Place William W. Boyington 
806 North Michigan 

Ave 

Constructed in 1869 as a large water pump. Now is a Tourism art 

gallery. Is the second-oldest water tower in the United States. The 

structure has not been universally admired. Oscar Wilde said it looked 

like "a castellated monstrosity with pepper boxes stuck all over it," 

although he did admire the arrangement and movement of the pumping 

machinery inside. Mon-Sun (10am-6.30pm) 

*** 
Museum of 

Contemporary Art 
Josef Paul Kleihues 220 East Chicago Ave 

Housing of one of the largest collections of modern art in the nation, 

the Museum of Contemporary Art also hosts major touring exhibits, 

film screenings and performing artists. When they're not browsing the 

extensive galleries, visitors can grab a bite to eat at the on-site 

restaurant or take a stroll through a picturesque sculpture garden. 

Don't forget to exit through the gift shop—it boasts one of the city's 

best selections of offbeat tchotchkes. It was built in 1996 and it 

hosted the first Frida Kahlo’s expo in the US. The stairwell is 

remarkable. $12 admission. FREE admission for ILL residents on 

Tuesdays. Tue (10am-6pm) Wed-Sun (10am-5pm) 

***** 
Prentice Women's 

Hospital 

Bertrand Goldberg & 

Associates 
333 E. Superior St. 

This brutalist design built in 1975 is a vacant hospital on the 

Downtown Chicago campus of Northwestern University. It is planed to 

be demolished and replaced with a medical research facility so hurry 

to visit it, there is only one building like this in the world. 

*** Navy Pier Daniel Burnham 
600 east Grand 

Avenue 

Built in in 1916 as the largest pier in the world. The Pier was built 

both to handle shipping and as an entertainment site. During World 

War I (WWI), the Pier housed many Navy and some Army personnel, 

the Red Cross, and Home Defense units. It even had a jail for draft 

dodgers.Now it's famous for its Ferris wheel. Don't buy boat trips 

here, expensive. 

** Lake Point Towers 

John Heinrich and 

George Schipporeit 

(Mies students) 

505 North Lake Shore 

Drive 

Built in 1968 by Mies van der Rohe students as the only skyscraper 

with the privilege to be right next to Lake Michigan. The landowners 

of the time made some really clever movements to skip the city’s 

prohibition to build on the Lakefront. Besides the architectural 

interest of this tower, it has the best views of Hancock Tower from 

its rooftop restaurant. 

** Holy Name Cathedral Patrick C. Keely 735 N. State St. 

Built after the Great Chicago Fire of 1871, Holy Name Cathedral is a 

fitting seat for one of the largest and most influential Roman 

Catholic archdioceses in the United States. Above the sanctuary’s 

altar hangs the Resurrection Crucifix, sculpted by artist Ivo 

http://www.moodychurch.org/


 

Demetz. The bronze and glass screen in the vestibule represents 

the Tree of Life and was designed by artist Albert J. Friscia. Check 

services http://holynamecathedral.org 

***** 
The Poetry 

Foundation 

John Ronan 

Architects 
61 W Superior St. 

Built in 2011. Like a poem that invites multiple readings, the space 

encourages repeated visits, revealing itself slowly over time. That is 

why the building is organized in a series of layers. Opens Mon-Fri (11- 

16). Opened in 2011. Amazing construction for such a small building. 

**** Vertigo Sky Lounge - 2 W Erie St. 

Located on the 26th floor of the Dana Hotel, it’s the only year-

round, indoor/outdoor lounge in Chicago which is good if you get a 

sunny winter day. Views are amazing during daytime; at night (unless 

you take pictures from the outside which is fine) you’ll get horrible 

glass reflections. 

* 
The Driehaus 

Museum 
Edward J. Burling 40 E Erie St 

Originally built in 1883, the Gilded Age was the home of banker 

Samuel Mayo Nickerson. Philanthropist Richard H. Driehaus founded 

the museum on 2003. The museum offers visitors an opportunity to 

experience through its architecture, interiors, collection, and 

exhibitions how the prevailing design philosophies of the period were 

interpreted by artists, architects, and designers. General admission 

$20, $10 students. Tue-Sun (10am-5pm) 

*** The Godfrey Hotel 
Valerio Dewalt Train 

Associates 
127 W. Huron St. 

The Godfrey Hotel is quite possibly the most architecturally 

distinctive contemporary hotel. When construction began, an entirely 

different building was planned, but the recession caused the project 

to stall in 2008. The hotel finally opened in early 2014. It has an 

industrial-chic, Cubism-inspired exterior and luxurious modern 

interior. The hotel has an enormous rooftop event space—the I|O 

Urban Roofscape—with skyline views, a two-level fire pit and water 

features under a retractable roof. Enjoy sweeping skyline views 

from the I|O Urban Roofscape, an indoor-outdoor rooftop lounge. 

* The Contemporaine Perkins and Will 516 N Wells St. 

Built in 2010 as a 28-unit condominium building. The sculptural 

quality and the articulation of its functional parts mediate the 

building to the varying scales of its context. 

*** Merchandise Mart 
Graham, Anderson, 

Probst & White 

222 Merchandise Mart 

Plaza 

Built in 1931 as the world's largest building. It is an Art Deco 

landmark and icon. Interiors are not worth visiting. Nice views of the 

building from across the river. 

***** Marina Towers Bertrand Golberg 300 North State St. 

Built in 1964. This building complex was the first circular apartment 

buildings in history, with its iconic corn cob towers, and identical floor 

plans. It was designed as a self-contained town, full of residential 

and commercial units. They are featured in the Batman movie. 

***** Trump Tower SOM 401 North Wabash Av 

Built in 2009. With its 92-story structure and 423m (1,389 feet) was 

finally ranked the 6th tallest building in its time of completion and the 

2nd tallest skyscraper in western hemisphere, behind Sears Tower. It 

was being designed to be the tallest building in the world before 9/11 

terrorist attacks which changed the original plans. The design of the 

building includes, from the ground up, retail space, a parking garage, a 

restaurant and lounge, a spa, a hotel, and condominiums. The three 

setbacks represent the height of a nearby building. 

*** Wrigley Building 
Graham, Anderson, 

Probst & White 
410 N Michigan Ave 

Built in 1920 for the chewing gum company. The shape was based on 

the Giralda tower (Seville’s Cathedral) with French Renaissance details.  

**** Tribune Tower 
John Mead Howells 

and Raymond Hood 
435 N Michigan Ave 

Built in 1925 as a neo-Gothic skyscraper. Home of the Chicago Tribune 

and CNN's Chicago bureau. WGN Radio broadcasts from the building. 

The façade has stones/rocks from buildings all around the world. 

*** 
Michigan Avenue 

Bridge 

Edward H. Bennett, 

Thomas G. Pihlfelt, 

Hugh Young 

N. Michigan Ave. and 

E. Wacker Dr. 

There wasn’t always a bridge here. The 1909 Plan of Chicago 

recommended that Michigan Avenue be widened and extended north of 

the river. But this didn’t happen until 1920, making it one of the later 

bridges built across the main branch of the river. Its completion began 

a transformation of Michigan Avenue allowing it to become the elegant 

boulevard we know today. The McCormick Bridgehouse & Chicago River 

Museum (the southwest bridge house) is open to the public as a 

museum where visitors can see the gears that operate the bridge. 

*** 
Chicago River Walk 

Kayak 
- River Walk 

There are several companies by the riverside that offer kayak 

rentals (with or without tours). From $15. Recommended for summer. 

***** Aqua Tower Gang Studio 2000 N Columbus Dr. 

Built in 2009 as residential skyscraper and hotel. It is the tallest 

building in the United States designed by a woman: Architect Jeanne 

Gang. Its rectangular shaped floor plan integrates terraces in a 

sculptural form. These undulating terraces simulate the water 

movement and are sometimes cantilevered up to 3.5 meters. 

** 
Seventeenth Church 

of Christ, Scientist 

Harry Weese & 

Associates 

55 E Upper Wacker 

Dr 

Built in 1968 as a church. he seven-story structure maximizes its 

prominent six-sided site on the Chicago River at the intersection of 

Wacker and Wabash. The church auditorium is styled after the 

layout of a Greek amphitheater, with walls clad in travertine and a 

centrally-located wooden podium. Check 

services http://www.christiansciencechicago.org 

http://holynamecathedral.org/
http://www.christiansciencechicago.org/


 

*** 
Carbide & Carbon 

Building 
Burnham Brothers 

230 North Michigan 

Avenue 

Luxurious, exuberant and dramatic, the Carbide and Carbon Building 

is a metaphor for the sumptuous décor of 1920s America. The 

Carbide and Carbon Company, which developed the first dry cell 

battery, needed a regional headquarters to house its rapidly 

expanding business. Company executives wanted the building to make 

a statement, to communicate the firm's success and to attract 

clients. They commissioned the Burnham Brothers (sons of the 

deceased Daniel Burnham), who completed the structure in 1929. It is 

now the Hard Rock Hotel. 

***** The Wit Bar Rooftop Jackie Koo 201 North State St. 

This rooftop is absolutely amazing during summer, but also in winter. 

Sometimes people can be really loud here, especially if there is a 

party (usually every Sunday) going on but if you come here during 

weekdays your afternoon can become the best time of your day. The 

highlight, obviously, is having Marina Towers so close! Sundays from 

5-10 p.m. Free admission. 

***** Chicago Theatre 
George L. Rapp, 

Cornelius W. Rapp 
175 North State St. 

Built in 1927 as the most famous cultural icon of the city. The 

structure is seven stories tall and fills nearly one half of a city 

block. Book tickets online. 1h long tours are available Mon-Thu 12, 

Sat 11 and 12:30. General admission $12. 

* 333 Wacker Drive Kohn Pedersen Fox 333 Wacker Drive 

Sited at the point of the Chicago River where the main branch meets 

its south branch, this 36-floor office building stands out among its 

neighbors. Its 489-foot curved, blue-green glass facade mimics the 

color of the river. Like a chameleon, it seems to transform as the 

sun moves across it throughout the day. Sound-deadening glass was 

not available at the time of the building’s construction. To avoid the 

mechanical equipment sounds from the Lake Street “L”, all usable 

offices are elevated above the tracks. 

**** Thompson Center Murphy/Helmut Jahn 100 W Randolph St. 

One of the most famous buildings of Chicago and yet one of the 

most horrible. The colors, its shape and materials just feel wrong. It 

ignored its context and it's out of scale. The sculpture outside: 

Monument With Standing Beast by Jean Dubuffet. Closes at 5pm. 

Restaurants at basement. 

**** The Picasso Picasso 50 W Washington St. 

The Chicago Picasso was commissioned in 1963 by the architects of the 

Richard J. Daley Center to anchor the plaza on the east side of the 

building. Most public art in large cities at this time was calm and stoic, 

mainly depicting historical figures, but in the 1960s, architecture in 

American cities began to reflect the many cultural and modern changes 

taking place throughout the country. The Daley Center’s architects 

decided to commission the renowned Spanish artist, Pablo Picasso, to 

create a monumental sculpture for their plaza. 

*** 
Miro's Chicago 

Sculpture 
Joan Miró 69 W. Washington St. 

Built in 1981 and originally called "The Sun, the Moon and One Star" and 

later renamed Miró's Chicago.The sphere at center represents the moon 

while the shape of the face is derived from that of a ceramic hook. The 

fork projecting from the top of the head is symbolic of a star. 

*** Civic Opera House 
Graham, Anderson, 

Probst & White 
20 North Wacker Dr. 

Opened in 1929. Art Deco interior. Permanent home of the Lyric Opera 

of Chicago. Second-largest opera auditorium in USA. The backstage at 

Lyric Opera of Chicago is open to the public just three times a year! 

Check it on their web www.lyricopera.org/tickets/backstage_tours.aspx 

* Reliance Building Burnham & Root 32 N State St 

In a time when thick coal smoke blanketed the city and skyscrapers 

were often maligned for casting long shadows on the streets, the 

architects of the Reliance Building sought to create a building that 

could be "self-cleaning." The glazed terra cotta cladding provided 

what was thought to be the perfect solution. It was believed to never 

need cleaning because its smooth surface would allow any dirt to 

wash away in the rain. Though that belief ultimately turned out to be 

unfounded, it inspired the Reliance Building’s most distinct feature, its 

shining facade of glass and white terra cotta. 

*** 
Carson, Pirie, Scott 

and Company Building 
Louis Sullivan 

1 South State St. and 

W Madison St. 

Built in 1899 after the Great Fire. The building is one of the classic 

structures of the Chicago school. Now it’s a Target store but the 

façade is still original. Check its elaborate ironwork ornament on the 

first and second floor facades. 

*** 
Chicago Cultural 

Center 

Shepley, Rutan and 

Coolidge 
78 E. Washington St. 

Built in 1897 in Neoclassical style with Italian Renaissance elements. 

Important interior parts: Grand Staircase and Preston Bradley Hall 

and the stained glass dome. There is a famous Bull Sculpture in 

front door. Free admission. Mon-Thur (9-7) Fri-Sat (9-6) Sun (10-6). 

*** 
Smurfit Stone 

Building 
Epstein and Sons 

150 North Michigan 

Avenue 

Built in 1983 as an office building. The Smurfit is an office building 

cleverly designed according to its context: the service cores are 

rotated 45 degress from the street grid, producing diagonally-

oriented office floorplans to take advantage of the extraordinary 

southeast views over Millennium Park. From its diamond shaped roof 

the building started to be referred as “The Vagina Building”. 

***** Millenium Park - 201 East Randolph St. Public park with gardens, sculptures and a pavilion. 



 

 Wrigley Square 

O'Donnell, Wicklund, 

Pigozzi and Peterson 

Architects, Inc. 

201 East Randolph St. 

The original peristyle was designed in 1917 by Edward H. Bennett. The 

current peristyle replica was built in 2002 and was a gift from William 

Wrigley. The Millenium Monument is a tribute to the benefactors of 

the park. 

 Ice Rink Mc Cormick Millenium Park 

The McCormick Tribune Ice Rink is open to the public for skating 

with one of the best views of the downtown skyline. Experience one 

of the city's finest winter traditions from November 18 (the same 

day as the city's 103rd annual Christmas Tree Lighting Celebration) 

to March 5. Check the website for daily hours of operation. 

Admission is free with free skating lessons Friday through Sunday 

one hour before the rink opens. Skate rentals around $10. Mon-Thu 

(12-8) Fri (12-10) Sat-Sun (10-9). 

 Jay Pritzker Pavilion Frank Gehry Millenium Park 

Amazing pavilion built in 2004. This open-air venue features 

performances by the Grant Park Symphony Orchestra, as well as 

jazz, blues, and other world music performances. Clad in stainless 

steel panels, that frame the stage opening and connect to an 

overhead trellis of curved steel pipes, the Pavilion is a highly 

sculptural design element intended to act as a focal point for the 

Millennium Park. Free concerts Mondays and Wednesdays in summer. 

 Harris Theater 
Hammond Beeby, Rupert 

Ainge Architects 
205 East Randolph St. 

Built in 2003 as part of the Pritzker Pavilion. The theater has been 

credited as contributing to the performing arts renaissance in Chicago, 

and has been favorably reviewed for its acoustics, sightlines, 

proscenium and for providing a home base for numerous performing 

organizations. Industrial design. 

**** Aon Center 
Edward Durell Stone 

and Perkins and Will 
201 East Randolph St. 

Built in 1974 is the 3rd tallest building in Chicago. At the time of its 

completion, the building was only the sixth supertall tower ever 

constructed. Originally clad in Carrara marble, it was the tallest 

marble-clad building in the world until it was reclad in white granite 

due to safety concerns in the early 1990s. Similar to “Torre 

Picasso” at Madrid. The corners are very remarkable. 

***** 
Maggie Daley Ice 

Rink 

Michael Van 

Valkenburgh 

Maggie Daley Park, 

337 E Randolph St 

Maggie Daley Park ice skating ribbon is a seasonal public ice skating 

surface in the Maggie Daley Park section of Grant Park. The rink 

extends for one-quarter mile (0.40 km) mile and has a capacity of 

700 skaters. In the summer, the rink will serve as a walking path. 

 Free admission. Mon-Thu (10am-8pm), Fri-Sun (10am-9pm) 

 The Bean Anish Kapoor Millenium Park 

Icon sculpture of Chicago built in 2004. Made up of 168 stainless steel 

plates welded together, its highly polished exterior has no visible 

seams. It is 33 by 66 by 42 feet (10 by 20 by 13 m), and weighs 110 

short tons (100 t; 98 long tons). Its right name is “Cloud Gate”. 

 
BP Pedestrian 

Bridge. 
Frank Gehry Millenium Park 

Built in 2004, it spans 282 m (925 ft). Biomorphic allusions and 

extensive sculptural use of stainless steel plates expresses 

abstraction. Due to the construction of the Maggie Daley Park, the 

BP Bridge is closed at its mid-point until early fall 2014. 

 The Crown Fountain Jaume Plensa Millenium Park 

Designed by Spanish artist Jaume Plensa and executed by Krueck 

and Sexton Architects, it opened in July 2004. The fountain is 

composed of a black granite reflecting pool placed between a pair of 

glass brick towers. The water operates from May to October. Faces 

are from Chicago’s people. 

*** 
Chicago Athletic 

Association 
Henry Ives Cobb 12 S Michigan Ave 

Built in 1893 as a hotel. The CAA is an integral part of the historic 

Michigan Avenue streetwall, yet its details set it apart. Patterned 

after the palace of the Doge in Venice, its most notable feature is 

a course of distinctive, criss-crossing arched windows. Behind the 

elaborate facade are two lavish lobby levels, the second offering 

cozy seating clustered around several fireplaces. Women were long 

welcome in certain spaces and events at the Club but could not 

become full members until the 1970s. 

 Lurie Garden 
K. Guftafson, P. 

Oudolf, Robert Israel 
Millenium Park 

Built in 2004 this 5 acre garden pays homage to the City's motto, 

"Urbs in Horto" (City in a Garden), which refers to Chicago's 

transformation from its flat and marshy origins to a bold and 

powerful city. The garden is a sustainable design built on lightweight 

geofoam under the soil. 

 Nichols Bridge way 

Arup and Wiss, 

Janney, Elstner 

Associates, Inc. 

Millenium Park/Art 

Institute 

Built in 2009 as part of the Art Institute's new wing. It is 620 ft 

(190 m) long. Amazing views of millennium park from it. Suitable for 

people with disabilities. Mon-Sun (6am-11pm). 

 
The Art Institute 

(New Wing) 
Renzo Piano 

111 South Michigan 

Ave. 

The Modern Wing, built in 2012, is the new home for the museum’s 

collection of 20th and 21st-century art. A decade in the making, this 

264,000 square-foot building makes the Art Institute the second-

largest art museum in the United States. Collection is very 

impressive. Free admission 2 first Wednesdays of the month. Free to 

Illinois residents every Thursday from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. General 

admission $23, students $17 

 



 

***** 
The Art Institute 

Chicago 

Shepley, Rutan and 

Coolidge 

111 South Michigan 

Ave. 

The Art Institute of Chicago, founded in 1879 and located in 

Chicago’s Grant Park, is one of the oldest and largest art museums 

in the United States. Its collection—stewarded by 11 curatorial 

departments—is encyclopedic, and includes iconic works such as 

Georges Seurat’s A Sunday on La Grande Jatte — 1884, Pablo 

Picasso’s The Old Guitarist, Edward Hopper’s Nighthawks, and Grant 

Wood’s American Gothic. Ree admission 2 first Wednesdays of the 

month. Free to Illinois residents every Thursday from 5:00 to 8:00 

p.m. General admission $23, students $17. Mon-Sun (10.30am-5pm) 

* Inland Steel Building 
Skidmore, Owings & 

Merrill 
30 W Monroe St 

The 19-story office tower’s sleek facade combines shimmering 

aquamarine glass and stainless steel. Its innovative use of the 

metal pays homage to the building's namesake, the Inland Steel 

Company. Founded in Chicago in 1893, the company grew to become 

the eighth-largest steel producer in the United States by the 

1950s. To celebrate this success, Inland Steel commissioned a new 

corporate headquarters in Chicago's Loop in 1954. They wanted a 

building with a modern design to highlight the enduring power of the 

steel industry and showcase their product as well as other postwar 

technologies. 

* Marquette Building Holabird & Roche 56 W Adams St 

The Marquette Building was one of the most profitable skyscrapers 

built in Chicago during the 19th-century building boom. This historic 

landmark stands as an ideal example of a speculative commercial 

office building. It was created as a collection of first class office 

spaces whose primary purpose was to fatten the pockets of real 

estate investors taking a gamble on an up-and-coming urban center. 

Mon-Sun (7am-10pm) 

*** Flamingo Sculpture Calder 50 West Adams St. 

This abstract structure, built in 1974, is completely stationary. 

Despite the large size of the sculpture, its design is such that 

viewers can walk underneath and around it, thus enabling one to 

perceive it in human scale. Is in front of the Ludwig Mies van der 

Rohe Kluczynski Federal Building. 

**** Rookery Building Frank Lloyd Wright 
209 South LaSalle 

Street 

Completed by John Wellborn Root and Daniel Burnham of Burnham 

and Root in 1888, it is considered one of their masterpiece buildings, 

and was once the location of their office. The lobby was remodeled 

in 1905 by Frank Lloyd Wright. FREE guided tours are available Mon-

Fri (12). 

* 190 S LaSalle St 

John Burgee 

Architects with 

Phillip Johnson , 

Shaw Associates 

190 S LaSalle St 

The building’s austere masonry facade, built in 1989, blends in well 

with its similarly clad neighbors. The coordinated exteriors make the 

street both grand and a little intimidating to behold. But while 190 

South LaSalle intentionally blends in at street level, it makes quite 

a statement along the skyline. Its green gabled roof is distinctive. 

This building does a brilliant job of optimizing both ways it is viewed: 

as an unassuming structure from the street and as an eye-catching 

tower in the distance. The opulent lobby has a 55-foot-high gold 

leaf ceiling, a 28-foot-tall bronze sculpture and a checkerboard 

floor made of black and white marble. 

* 
111 South Wacker 

Drive 
Goettsch Partners 

111 South Wacker 

Drive 

Built in 2005 as an office building. When faced with complicated site 

and structural challenges, architect Jim Goettsch and his team 

developed a smart and creative solution. The result at 111 South 

Wacker is an award-winning Gold LEED. At the time of demolition, 

the USG building (the previous building at 111 South Wacker) was the 

tallest building to be demolished in Chicago. 

**** Willis Tower 
Skidmore, Owing and 

Merril (SOM) 

233 South Wacker 

Drive 

At the time of its completion in 1973 was the tallest building on 

earth, holding this rank for over 25years! The Sky deck can be 

visited for $25. The west part of Chicago can be seen through the 

glass balconies. You’ll wonder why the glass balconies are faced 

towards the worst views ever. The reason is because that is the 

only side of the tower in which elevators go up to the top. In my 

opinion the Sky Deck is better than The Ledge for this reason. 

General admission $23. Mon-Sun (10am-8pm) 

*** Union Station Daniel Burnham 225 S Canal St. 

Opened in 1925 in Chicago, replacing the station built in 1881. 

Construction was delayed several times by World War I, labor 

shortages and strikes. It's the 3rd busiest rail terminal in the US 

and the only intercity rail terminal in Chicago. 

* 
Chicago Board of 

Trade Building 
Holabird & Root 141 W. Jackson Blvd. 

Built in 1930 as an office building. The regal 45-story skyscraper is 

the epitome of Art Deco styling. The Chicago Board of Trade 

Building is home to the world’s oldest futures and options exchange. 

Chicago, which sits on the edge of the prairie, has been the center 

of both grain distribution and grain trading since the 1840s. The 

Chicago Board of Trade (CBOT) was established in 1848 as a central 

location for negotiating and conducting transactions on the future 

prices of commodities. Not coincidentally, 1848 was also the year the 



 

first railroads arrived in Chicago and the Illinois and Michigan Canal 

opened, both of which made distribution of raw materials more 

efficient. 

* Monadnock Building 
Burnham & Root, 

Holabird & Roche 
53 W. Jackson Blvd. 

Built in 1893 as an office building. Built in two phases, the 

Monadnock Building functions as one large structure. However, the 

facades of each phase couldn’t look more different. The Monadnock’s 

northern half wears a daring, stripped-down facade, while its 

southern half is adorned in traditionally inspired ornamentation that 

expresses its metal structure. Each half, in its own way, 

demonstrates the transition happening during its time. Because of 

the building's narrow lot, all the vertical circulation—elevators and 

open staircase—is tucked in the middle of the building with skylights 

letting in light from above. 

*** 
Harold Washington 

Library 

Hammond, Beeby and 

Babka 
400 South State St. 

Built in 1991, is the 2nd largest public library system in the Mid-West. 

The exterior evokes the design of the Rookery, Auditorium and the 

Monadnock buildings. How ugly is its exterior? Hard to believe this was 

built in the 90's. The best part is in the last floor: The Winter 

Garden. Free access. Mon-Thu(9-9) Fri-Sat (9-5) Sun (1-5). 

* Manhattan Building 
William LeBaron 

Jenney 
431 S Dearborn St 

Chicago’s Manhattan Building is a fascinating surviving example of an 

early skyscraper from the late 19th century. In the 21st century, 

we’ve become accustomed to soaring skyscrapers, even celebrating 

engineering feats that make supertall towers possible. But in the late 

1880s, when architects and engineers were just beginning to 

experiment with skeleton frame construction, the general public was 

not so sure about the safety of tall buildings. 

** 
Railway Exchange 

Building 
D.H. Burnham & Co. 224 South Michigan 

The building is directly tied to critical aspects of Chicago’s history and 

status as a preeminent center of architectural innovation. By 1900, 

there were six passenger terminals downtown, and 15,000 people 

worked for the railroads. As a result of this large employee 

population, administrators needed affordable office space. Daniel 

Burnham and Edward Bennett created the 1909 Plan of Chicago in a 

small penthouse added to the roof of the building. Mon-Sun (9am-5pm) 

*** Fine Arts Building Solon Spencer Beman 410 S. Michigan Ave. 

Built in 1886 as a carriage sales and service operation with 

manufacturing on upper floors. In 1910 Wright rented a studio on the 

10th floor. It should be visited from that floor downwards. The interior 

features Art Nouveau motifs and murals. It now houses artists' lofts, 

art galleries, theatre, dance and recording studios, interior design 

firms, musical instrument makers, and other businesses associated with 

the arts. Mon-Fri (7-22), Sat (7-21), Sun (7-17). Free admission. 

* Auditorium Building Adler & Sullivan 50 E Congress Pkwy 

The Auditorium Building is an example of what can happen when 

business leaders and the artistic community work together to create 

functional, aesthetic mixed-use architecture. The developer, Ferdinand 

Wythe Peck, was committed to bolstering the state of the arts in 

Chicago. That was tricky business in a time of high tensions after the 

Great Chicago Fire of 1871 and not long after the Haymarket Affair. But 

after organizing a successful opera festival, Peck realized there was 

an appetite for the arts in the city and he was intent on making them 

more accessible. When completed, the Auditorium was the largest, 

tallest, priciest and heaviest building of its time. 

*** Buckingham Fountain Edward H. Bennett 301 E Columbus Dr. 

Clarence F. Buckingham Memorial Fountain, one of the largest in the 

world, has one of the best downtown views. For years, the fountain 

was entirely manually operated by two engineers who each worked a 

twelve-hour daily shift. Although the evening light show was first 

automated in 1968, the water continued to be manually operated 

until 1980, when the operations were fully computerized. From 1983 

to 1994, the fountain’s computer was located in Atlanta. Today, 

however, it is on site and with a monitoring system in Arlington 

Heights, IL. Open 8 a.m. to 11:00 p.m., April to mid-October. 

*** 
Spertus Institute of 

Jewish Studies 
Krueck and Sexton 

610 South Michigan 

Avenue 

Built in 2007 as a bold contemporary design that sets apart from 

the adjacent 19th-century historic buildings by Daniel Burnham and 

Louis Sullivan. Sun-Mon (10-5) Wed (10-5) Thu (10-6) Fri (10-3). 

* 
Jones College Prep 

High School 
Perkins+Will 700 S State St 

It’s not a new office building—it’s Jones College Prep, a new high-

rise school intended as a model for urban campuses. Designed by 

Perkins+Will in 1967, Jones Commercial High School stood for many 

years at State and Harrison streets, a compact school serving a 

small downtown population. After several name changes over the 

years, it became known as Jones College in Prep in 2002. As the 

number of families living downtown and in the South Loop exploded, 

Jones needed more space. They couldn’t build out like a typical high 

school, so they had to build up. 

**** River City Bertrand Goldberg 800 S Wells St 
Building on the concept of the iconic Marina City, Bertrand Goldberg 

envisioned River City as a tall, dense riverfront “city-within-a-city.” 



 

After more than a decade of revisions and battles with city 

planners and investors, the project was built in a smaller snake-like 

form. Goldberg said this was an “unfolding” of the original tower 

plan. Behind rusticated stone arches evoking railroad viaducts is a 

massive mixed-use complex with commercial space and a 70-slip 

marina. 

***** Agora Sculpture 
Magdalena 

Abakanowicz 

S. Michigan Ave. and 

Roosevelt Road 

Built in a foundry near Poznan (Poland) between 2004 and 2006. The 

group of 106 headless and armless iron sculptures are 9 ft (2.7 m) 

tall and weigh approximately 1,800 lb (820 kg). Each is made from a 

hollow, seamless piece of iron that has been allowed to rust. It 

represents a crowd of "brainless organisms acting on command, 

worshiping on command and hating on command", influenced by WW II. 

***** 
Best Views of 

Chicago 
- 

1200 South Lake 

Shore Drive 

The views from this point are the best ones of Chicago. Clear view 

of Sears Tower, Lake Point Tower and Aon Center towers. Amazing 

at sunset/ sunrise. 

**** Shedd Aquarium 
Graham, Anderson, 

Probst & White 

1200 South Lake 

Shore Drive 

Built in 1925. The floor plan is traditional Greek and the foyer looks 

like a Roman basilica. Shedd’s magnificent building remained unchanged 

for decades. The central pool is huge and has a lot of animals. 

Neoclassical exterior. Mon-Fri (9-5) Sat-Sun (9-6). General admission $8. 

*** Field Museum 
Daniel H. Burnham & 

Co 

1400 South Lake 

Shore Drive 

Built in 1921 as one of the largest natural history museums in the 

world. The collection is impressive. It has Sue, the largest and most 

complete (80%) Tyrannosaurus rex skeleton currently known. Mon-Sun 

(9-5). General admission $15, $12 students. Check for free days. 

** Alder Planetarium Ernest A. Grunsfeld 
1300 South Lake 

Shore Drive 

Built in 1930 as America’s first planetarium. Founded in 1930. The 

exterior is very interesting. The views of downtown are great from 

the outside. Amazing views from the café. Mon-Fri (9.30-4) Sat-Sun 

(9.30-4.30). General admission $12, $10 students. Check free admission 

days. 

***** Northerly Island 

Studio Gang 

Architects, 

SmithGroupJJR 

1521 S. Linn White Dr. 

Unveiled as an eco-park in 2015, Northerly Island finally resembles the 

vision Daniel Burnham had for it in 1909. This artificial, but historically 

significant, spit of land was once used as an airport. Now it’s a 

refuge from the city’s bustle. After five years of construction, and 

despite the harsh realities of constrained budgets and a sometimes-

stormy Lake Michigan, much of this vision has been realized. A mile 

loop trail running through the lushly planted hills around the lagoon 

sometimes appears to be the only human incursion into a landscape 

resembling pre-settlement Chicago. Dramatic skyline vistas remind 

visitors that the city is not nearly as far away as it seems in this 

dreamlike escape to the natural world. 

* Soldier Field Wood + Zapata 
1410 Museum Campus 

Drive 

Built in 1924 as an American football stadium, reopened in 2003. Its 

design is modeled on the Greco-Roman architectural tradition; with 

Doric columns rising above the entrance (this part is so ugly!). Home 

of the Chicago Bears. Mon-Fri (9-5). General admission $15 admission, 

$10 students. 

 

 Zone 3: South Loop, Chinatown 

** 
Glessner House 

Museum 
H.H Richardson 

1800 South Prairie 

Avenue 

Completed in 1887. The innovative floor plan ranks as one of the most 

important residences of the 19th century. $10 Admission. Thu-Sun (1-3). 

Glessner + Clarke Houses Combo for $15. FREE on Wednesdays. 

** Clarke House - 1827 S. Indiana Ave 

Built in 1836 for Henry B. Clarke, Chicago’s oldest house. Over the 

years, the house survived fires, belonged to a church, and was 

moved twice – during the second move, the house was stuck in the 

air for two weeks. Wed-Sun (12 and 14) General admission $10. 

Glessner + Clarke Houses Combo for $15. 

** Keith House J.R. Roberts 1900 S Prairie Ave 

Named for banker and merchant Elbridge Keith, this mansion is one 

of only five remaining from the heyday of the Prairie Avenue 

District. The Victorian Chateauesque home combines Neo-Classical 

and French motifs and includes 30 rooms and a large coach house. 

The family that has owned the house since the 1970s has lovingly 

restored it—transforming it into a grand event space and several 

well-appointed apartments. 

*** 

Columbia College 

Chicago Media 

Production Center 

Studio Gang 

Architects 
1600 South State St 

Built in 2010 this Media Center is LEED rated, sustainable and one of 

the best 2010 projects. Walls, roofs and floors are designed to reduce 

vibration for film studios from nearby elevated trains. Interior can't 

be visited if you aren't a student but you can try speaking to one of 

them. The interior stair is impressive. Amazing at night. 

** Chinatown - 
Cermak and 

Wentworth Avenues 

If you liked NY’s Chinatown, this one is going to be a complete 

disappointment. Make sure you visit the Main Gate, the Nine-Dragon 

Wall and Wentworth Avenue. 

* Hilliard Towers Bertrand Goldberg 54 W Cermak Rd. 
The Raymond Hilliard Homes (also called Center) was built in 1966 as 

a Chicago Housing Authority complex (low-income family housing) by 



 

the same architect of Marina Towers. "The architecture gave a 

message that we were building a community, we respected a 

humanism which that community wanted or deserved, and we simply 

weren’t storing people, which has been the general message of 

unsuccessful public housing." 

* Mc Cormick Place 

C. F. Murphy 

Associates (1968) 

Gene Summers 

2301 S. Lake Shore 

Drive 

Built in 1971 as the largest convention center in North America. The 

lead architect was Alfred Shaw, one of the architects of the 

Merchandise Mart. The 1960 exposition hall was destroyed in a 

spectacular 1967 fire, despite being thought fireproof by virtue of 

its steel and concrete construction. Although many wanted to 

rebuild the hall on a different site, Chicago mayor Richard J. Daley 

elected to rebuild on the foundations of the burned building. The 

new design of dark steel and glass, by Gene Summers of C. F. 

Murphy and Associates (and formerly of Mies van der Rohe's office) 

contrasted markedly with the white look of the structure that had 

burned down. Trade shows and meetings from time to time. The west 

concourse is the best part. 

*** Palmistno Park Site Design Group Mon-Sun (6am-11pm) 

Before there was a hill, there was a hole. Just a few years after 

Chicago was established, construction was booming and limestone, an 

important building material, began to be quarried on the Stearns 

site. Over 130 years of mining, the hole got bigger, eventually 

extending 380 feet below street level. A landscape architecture firm 

called Site Design Group was selected to create the unusual park. 

The landfill was closed and capped with more than 40,000 square 

feet of clean topsoil, building up a 33-foot hill that offers 

commanding views of the city.  Mon-Sun (6am-11pm) 

 

 Zone 4: Illinois Institute of Technology Campus 

***** Gospel Mass 
(Pentecostal Church 

of God) 

3520 South Indiana 

Avenue 

Typical gospel mass, very interactive. Sunday Mass at 10.30. People 

are very respectful. 

**** IIT Tower ? 10 West 35th St. 

This 20 story tower built in 1964 is the Illinois Institute of 

Technology less visited part of the campus which makes it the best 

place to sneak in. Well, not everyone is allowed here but people who 

love photography aren’t exactly known for their compliance right? 

Amazing skyline views! 

** 
IITRI Minerals and 

Metals Research 

Building 

Mies van der Rohe 3350 S. Federal St. 

Built in 1939 as the first building designed by Mies for IIT, but it 

was also his first construction in the US. The building is unusual 

because it was completed during WWII. The M&M Building served as a 

background building for manufacturing, private industry, and for 

facility staging and storage. 

* 3410 Mies van der Rohe 3410 South State St. 

Built in 1953 as part of the Architecture college. The building contains 

advanced studios, masters’ program studios, and PhD student digital 

workstations and offices. 3410 South State also houses the HQ of the 

Council on Tall Buildings and Urban Habitat (CTBUH), an international 

organization and leading body in the field of tall buildings. 

***** Crown Hall Mies van der Rohe 
3360 South State 

Street 

Built in 1956 as home to the College of Architecture. The column-

free open plan of the main floor of Crown Hall demonstrates Mies' 

innovative concept of creating universal space that can be infinitely 

adapted to changing use. Have a look around the student tables and 

the models. 

***** IIT housing  Helmut Jahn 

Southeast corner of 

33rd and State 

Streets 

Built in 2003 as the first new residence hall built for IIT students in 

almost 40 years. The building is composed of three separate five-

story buildings, joined by exterior glass walls that muffle noise from 

passing trains on the adjacent "L" tracks. Jahn studied architecture 

at IIT under Mies van der Rohe in the late 1960s. His designs include 

the State of Illinois' Thompson Center in downtown Chicago. 

** 
Paul V. Galvin 

Library 
Walter Netsch 35 W 33rd St 

Built in 1962 and named after Paul V. Galvin, the entrepreneur who 

founded Motorola Inc. Plate girders span the roof but are supported 

by interior columns. 

** 
Main Building of 

Armour Tech 
 3300 S Federal St. 

The Armour Institute of Technology was founded in 1890 with a 

donation of $1M from Philip Danforth Armour, Sr., a prominent 

Chicago meat packer and grain merchant. Built in 1891 is the oldest 

building on campus. 

** Wishnick Hall Mies van der Rohe W 33th St. 

Built in 1946, Wishnick Hall, originally called Chemistry Building, was 

Mies' fifth structure on the IIT campus. The final phase of the 

restoration, replacing the concrete porch, was completed in summer 

2008. The building continues to serve as IIT’s home for chemistry, 

with facilities for everything from introductory classes to innovative 

and advanced research. 

** Perlstein Hall Mies van der Rohe 
W 33th St. and S 

State St. 

Built in 1945. Mies uses the grid to organize the interior into three 

zones: outer, inner, and circulatory. One unique aspect of Perlstein 

is the juxtaposition of two different structural systems. Originally 



 

built for Metallurgical & Chemical Engineering, it housed a large two-

story lab which is expressed on the northern facade. Structurally, 

the lab is a one-way, gothic-type system, whereas the rest of the 

building is a two-way, classically based system. 

** Herman Hall Walter Netsch 3241 S.Federal Street 

Built in 1962 by Walter Netsch for Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, 

echoes Galvin Library with its glass curtain wall and internally 

supported huge plate girders spanning the roof. The heavy pebble 

aggregate reinforced concrete support columns inside suggest 

something of the scale of the clear spans. McCormick Auditorium, 

which seats 836 people, is cradled between these columns. 

***** 
McCormick Tribune 

Campus Center  
Rem Koolhas 3201 S. State Street 

This building used by IIT students is one of the campus recent 

masterpieces. It opened in 2003 and supports the train rails. It's 

adjacent to Mies van der Rohe original dining hall. 

** 

Robert F. Carr 

Memorial Chapel of 

St. Savior   

Mies van der Rohe 65 E. 32nd Street 

Built in 1952 it is the only building designed by Mies for religious 

services. Unique among the single-story pavilions on campus, the 

chapel has load-bearing brick walls, not a steel frame. 

* Stuart Building Myron Goldsmith 10 West 31St. 
Designed by Myron Goldsmith, a student of Mies van der Rohe, and 

it was built in 1971. Department of Computer Science. 

* Keating Hall Myron Goldsmith 3040 South Wabash 

Built in 1968 as IIT's sports facility in that slightly awkward period 

after SOM had replaced Mies van der Rohe as the campus architect at 

IIT. The program for the gymnasium required facilities for basketball, 

tennis, a swimming pool, squash courts, and a training room. Walter 

Netsch had already built the Paul V. Galvin Library (1962) and the 

Grover M. Hermann Hall (1962), buildings that aroused a great deal of 

ire for responding so independently to the original campus. 

* 
White Sox Stadium 

(U.S. Cellular Field) 

HOK sport 

(now Populous) 
333 West 35th St 

Built in 1991 as the home of the White Sox baseball team. In 

response to fan complaints, the stadium has undergone numerous 

renovations since the 2001 season. 

 

 Zone 5: Wicker Park 

*** 
St. Mary of the 

Angels 

Worthmann & 

Steinbach 
1850 N Hermitage Ave 

Built in 1920 as the grandest of the “Polish cathedrals” on the 

northwest side—and its history tracks pivotal moments in the life of 

Chicago’s Polish community. The immense nave is lavishly decorated, 

with accents of blue, rose and gold. Check services http://sma-

church.org 

***** The 606 

Arup, Ross Barney 

Architects, Michael 

Van Valkenburgh 

Associates 

1801 N. Ridgeway Ave. 

The Bloomingdale Rail Line ran at grade along its namesake avenue 

from the 1870s until it was elevated for safety reasons in 1915. It 

served the industrial district along the Chicago River at Goose 

Island, but traffic dwindled as de-industrialization took hold. The 

last train ran on the line in 2001, by which time the embankment was 

already more of an illicit park than a freight artery. The park was 

named “The 606” in reference to the first three digits of virtually 

all Chicago zip codes. 

**** Wicker Park - 
N Milwaukee Ave and 

Damen St. 

Wicker Park is a Chicago neighborhood. Nice shopping and art 

galleries. In a September 2012 Forbes article, Wicker Park was 

named the #4 hippest hipster neighborhoods in the country. 

**** 
Holy Trinity 

Orthodox Cathedral 
Louis H. Sullivan 1121 N Leavitt St 

Built in 1903 as one of the two houses of worship in Louis H. 

Sullivan's entire career. The interior is an intimate and flexible 

space, lavishly painted with iconography and without permanent 

seats. A church in the Siberian village of Tatarskaya may be a main 

source of inspiration for the design of Holy Trinity. Check 

services http://holytrinitycathedral.net 

** PFANNER house Zoka Zola 1737 W. Ohio Street 

Built in 2001 and Home of the Year (2002). There is no fence around 

it, so it’s possible to walk through the site. The house explores an 

architectural concept of Opening continuously transitioning space and 

opening of one space to another space. 

**** Mary Bartelme Park  115 S Sangamon St 

Formerly the site of an old infirmary, this 1.4-acre park in the West 

Loop community features design elements that combine a sense of 

history with modern, innovative design elements. Three strong, 

diagonal paths intersect in this one block park to create distinct, 

programmed zones. These zones include a fountain plaza, a 

children’s play area, a sunken dog park, an open lawn area, a 

viewing hill and enclosed seating area. Mon-Sun (6am-9pm) 

*** 
Our Lady of Sorrows 

Basilica 

Henry Engelbert, 

John F. Pope & 

William J. Brinkmann 

3111 W. Jackson Blvd. 

Built in 1902 as the grandest church in the whole city. Our Lady of 

Sorrows seats 1,200 people beneath a soaring, barrel-vaulted 

coffered dome that rises 80 feet from the marble floor. The nave is 

65 feet wide and features more than 1,100 ornate gold-leaf panels. 

An English Baroque style steeple turns this Renaissance-Revival 

church into a local landmark. It once had a twin steeple that, 

unfortunately, was destroyed by lightning. Check 

services http://ols-chicago.org 

http://sma-church.org/
http://sma-church.org/
http://holytrinitycathedral.net/
http://ols-chicago.org/


 

 Zone 6: University of Chicago Campus, Hyde Park, Woodlawn 

***** University of Chicago - 5801 South Ellis Ave 

One of the oldest Campuses in the US. Founded in 1890. The first 

buildings copied the English Gothic style of architecture, complete 

with towers, spires, cloisters, and gargoyles. By 1910, UChicago had 

adopted more traditions, including a coat of arms that bore a 

phoenix emerging from the flames and a Latin motto, Crescat 

Scientia, Vita Excolatur (“Let knowledge grow from more to more; 

and so be human life enriched.”). 

***** 
The Joe and Rika 

Mansueto Library 
Helmut Jahn S Ellis Ave + 57th 

Built in 2011 as a half egg shaped. The problem was to store 3.5 

million books with an Automated Storage and Retrieval System this 

is why it has that section type. The structural grid-shell of 120 x 

240 ft. and the insulated glazing represent a very minimal and 

intelligent system for mediating between the varying exterior 

conditions and the desired interior comfort. Entrance is through the 

Regenstein Library. Free access but need to ask for a one day pass. 

Mon-Sun (8.30am-11.45pm) 

***** 
Max Palevsky 

Residential Commons 

Legorreta + 

Legorreta 
1101 E. 56th St. 

Built in 2001. The building’s design bears a strong relationship to 

the scale and materials of the built context, while at the same time 

embodying a contemporary solution. Besides that, it has Legorreta's 

particular signature with bright and warm colors. 

***** Robie House Frank Lloyd Wright 5757 S Woodlawn Av 

Completed in 1910, Robie house is a masterpiece of the Prairie style 

and a forerunner of modernism in architecture. Lloyd Wright broke 

down old barriers, creating a residential design with a horizontal 

roofline, large overhanging eaves, continuous ribbons of windows, 

and a wide-open living space at its center. Thu-Mon (11-3) Prairie 

style. $15 Admission. 

**** 
Harper Center (UoC 

School of Business) 
Rafael Vinoly 5807 S Woodlawn Av 

Built in 2004, as The Booth Scooch of business latest building. 

Located in front of the Robie House. The centre of the project is a 

soaring, glass-enclosed atrium, with 83 foot tall steel columns with 

curved beams found in the Gothic Style. 

*** UoC Bond Chapel Coolidge and Hodgdon 1025 E. 58th St. 

Built in 1926 in Gothic style. It was extensively renovated in 2012-

2013. It serves as the location for a wide variety of spiritual and 

ceremonial events, and also for performing arts events. 

***** 
Arley D. Cathey 

Learning Center 

Shepley, Rutan & 

Coolidge 
1116 E. 59th St. 

Built in 1912 as University of Chicago's library and took inspiration 

from King’s College Chapel at Cambridge. The most beautiful part, 

Arley D. Cathey Learning Center, is located on the 4th Floor at the 

former Harper Library. Sun-Fri (10-6) Sat (8-20). 

*** 
Rockefeller Memorial 

Chapel 

Bertram Grosvenor 

Goodhue 
5850 S Woodlawn Ave 

Built in 1924, is the tallest building on campus. The woodcarvings 

that adorn the organ and South balcony were created by Alois Lang. 

Tuesdays from 4.30-5 organ recital. 

*** 
Reva and David 

Logan Center for 

the Arts 

Tod Williams and 

Billie Tsien 
915 E 60th St. 

Built in 2012 the Logan Center is a home for teaching, practice, 

exhibition, and performance spaces. The Performance Penthouse has 

amazing views. Mon-Sat (8-22) Sun (11-9). 

*** 
Promontory Point 

Park 
Alfred Caldwell 5491 S. Shore Dr. 

Part of the city's Burnham Park of 1909, the Promontory Point is a 

man-made peninsula designed by Alfred Caldwell and recognized as 

one of the city's most stunning locales. Early in the morning, it's 

"the most zen place in the whole world". Mon-Sun (10-23). 

* 
Museum of Science 

and Industry 

Graham, Anderson 

Probst & White 

5700 South Lake 

Shore Drive 

Great museum with lots to see. It is housed in the former Palace of 

Fine Arts from the 1893 World's Columbian Exposition. It is the 

largest science museum in the Western Hemisphere. Very interactive. 

Far away from the Loop. Mon-Sun (9.30-5.30). 15$ Admission. Free 

for Il. Residents. 

*** Osaka Garden  
6401 S. South Stony 

Island Ave. 

Built in 1893 for the World's Columbian Exposition and is a hidden 

gem located just south of the Museum of Science and Industry. It's 

basically paradise, resembling a traditional Japanese "stroll garden." 

This style of garden was popular with 17th century Japanese 

noblemen who used to carefully tend their gardens, ensuring that all 

plants and trees were kept to proper, human-sized scale. 

* 
Gary Comer Youth 

Center 

John Ronan 

Architects 
7200 S. Ingleside Ave. 

The Gary Comer Youth Center is a colorful beacon of hope in its 

neighborhood. Its bold, bright walls provide a safe and flexible space 

for a wide range of youth activities. Its innovative design and 

community programs won it global acclaim as a model for enriching 

the lives of young people in the city. The South Shore Drill Team 

was established in 1980. Of its 300 members each year – 99 percent 

graduate from high school on time. Mon-Fri (8.30am-9pm), Sat (10am-

4pm) 

** New Regal Theater John Eberson 1645 E 79th St 

The New Regal Theater, once the Avalon Theater, has a colorful 

minaret suggesting a mosque in a Middle Eastern city. In the boom 

years of the 1920s, countless buildings in America borrowed from 

historic architectural styles. Veterans returning from service in 

foreign lands during the first World War, and tourists armed with 

early cameras, brought images of exotic places home that inspired 



 

architects. Some of the most fanciful of these historicist buildings 

were the atmospheric theaters. These buildings borrowed from 

exotic and exciting places, and were constructed with such lavish 

attention to detail that the typical moviegoer might forget she was 

even in Chicago. Check events http://www.regaltheater.org 

 

 Zone 7: Lakeview, Uptown 

*** 
Chicago Cubs 

Stadium 
Zachary Taylor Davis 1060 W Addison St 

Wrigley Field, built in 1914, is a baseball park  home of the Chicago 

Cubs. It was built in 6 weeks. Cheap tickets ($15-25) can be 

purchased around. Tours provide an insider's look at more than 100 

years of history in this legendary ballpark. 

*** 
Tomb of Ludwig Mies 

van der Rohe 
Dirk Lohan 

4001 N Clark St 

(Graceland Cementery) 

Located on Graceland Cementery. The flat slab of black granite was 

designed by his grandson Dirk Lohan in 1969. Mies came to Chicago 

from Germany to direct the architecture department of Armour 

Institute. It is now known as Illinois Institute of Technology. Mies 

steel-&-glass buildings revolutionized modern architecture and 

established the "International Style". Other amazing mausoleums 

such as Henry H Honoré and Louis L. Sullivan. Beautiful in winter. 

**** 
Montrose Harbor 

Views 
- 601 W Montrose Ave. 

Just north of the city's Lincoln Park neighborhood, Montrose Harbor 

offers a stunning view of the skyline. 

 

 Zone 8: Oak Park 

**** Unity Temple Frank Lloyd Wright 
875 Lake St, Oak 

Park 

Built in 1905, is considered to be the first modern building in the 

world. Unity Temple is Frank Lloyd Wright’s only surviving public 

building from his Prairie period. Mon-Fri (10.30-16.30), Sat (10-14), 

Sun (13-16). Admission $15 adults, $12 students. 

* 
Frank W. Thomas 

House 
Frank Lloyd Wright 

210 Forest Ave Oak 

Park 

This house, commissioned by James C. Rogers in 1901 for his 

daughter and her husband, Frank Wright Thomas, is the earliest of 

Wright's fully mature residences in Oak Park and the first all 

stucco house. Thus, it is the first "Prarie Style" house in Oak Park! 

Typical of Wright's houses in the period 1901-03 is the arched 

entrance, leaded glass accentuated by bits of white and gold, and 

the beaded moldings. 

* 
Peter A. Beachy 

House 
Frank Lloyd Wright 

 

238 Forest Ave Oak 

Park 

This residence built in 1906 with brick and stucco was erected for 

banker Peter A. Beachy, who commissioned Wright to "remodel" the 

former gothic cottage that stood on this spot! The open gables of 

the roofs resemble the gables of a number of residences built by 

Wright. Many other details relate to other buildings by Wright in 

1906; for example, the square panes of glass supported by wooden 

mullions and the three part window of the ground floor tie the 

house firmly to its period of design. 

* 
Mrs. Thomas H. Gale 

House 
Frank Lloyd Wright 

6 Elizabeth Court Oak 

Park 

Built in 1909 for Laura Gale, widow of realtor Thomas Gale, who in 

1892 had built two houses on Chicago Avenue from designs of Wright 

(the "Bootleg Houses) built this house for herself and her children 

in 1909. The house Wright designed for her is by all measures one 

of the most unusual of his Oak Park years. 

* 
Edward R. Hills 

House 
Frank Lloyd Wright 

313 Forest Ave Oak 

Park 

Built in 1906 but this house was originally on the lot north of where 

it stands now, and was moved in 1906 to be the foundation of a 

house for the daughter, Mary, of William Gray. Her husband was 

Edwards Hills, an attorney. Gray commissioned Wright to remodel it - 

and remodel he did. Essentially nothing remains of the original house 

fromin 1874. This house was severely damaged by fire while being 

restored in 1976. Mr. and Mrs. Thomas DeCaro undersaw its 

extensive reconstruction in 1977, including the restoration of 

features lost over the years through remodeling. For this reason, 

this is often called the "Hills-DeCaro House". 

* 
Arthur B. Heurtley 

House 
Frank Lloyd Wright 

318 Forest Ave. Oak 

Park 

Built in 1902 as a "Prairie Style" house. One of its main features is 

the bands of Roman brick which emphasize the horizontal lines of 

the structure. 

* 
Nathan G Moore 

House 
Frank Lloyd Wright 

333 Forest Ave Oak 

Park 

In 1895, Wright's friend and neighbor, Nathan Moore, came to him 

with the commision for an expensive residence to be designed in the 

English Tudor style. With the depression at hand, a growing family, 

and just starting out on his own, Wright agreed, and delivered. The 

design featured high gables, half-timbering in the upper story, 

complex medieval chimneys, and diamond-pane casement windows. A 

1922 fire gave Wright the opportunity to redesign the house. 

* 
Walter H. Gale 

House 
Frank Lloyd Wright 

1031 Chicago Ave Oak 

Park 

Built in 1893. The Walter Gale House was Wright's first completed 

commission after quitting Adler & Sullivan in 1893. While stylistically 

a Queen Anne design - evident in the complexity of the massing, the 

classical details of the dormer, the Palladian windows in the side 

gables, and the varied textures of the shingles, clapboards, brick 

http://www.regaltheater.org/


 

and diamond pane leaded glass - the geometric purity of the design 

of this house for druggist Walter Gale are unconventional, and mark 

the beginning of the struggle by Wright to free himself of the 

constraints of the historic style of design. 

* 
Thomas H. Gale 

House 
Frank Lloyd Wright 

1027 Chicago Ave Oak 

Park 

Wright's design for these houses, especially the nearly identical 

Thomas H. Gale and Robert P. Parker Houses, were derived from the 

more expensive residence he had designed earlier in 1892 for Robert 

Emmond of LaGrange, Illinois. They were built later that same year 

by realtor Thomas Gale. 

* 
Robert P. Parker 

House 
Frank Lloyd Wright 

1019 Chicago Ave Oak 

Park 

Built in 1892. The triple of houses on Chicago Avenue, just west of 

the Studio House and called the Bootleg Houses as they were 

designed by Wright while he was still working at the firm of Adler & 

Sullivan, who forbade him to take outside commissions. Their irregular 

composition, consisting of octagonal bays joined to a rectangular core, 

the whole covered by high-pitched roofs with polygonal dormers, 

reflect the style of design of Wright's first teacher, Joseph Silsbee. 

The influence of Louis Sullivan, especially his philosophy of "geometric 

simplification", is seen in the taut masses of these houses, made clear 

when contrasted with the more ample rounded forms of true Queen 

Anne designs so popular at that time. 

***** Studio House Frank Lloyd Wright 
951 Chicago Avenue, 

Oak Park 

Built in 1889 Frank Lloyd Wright used his first home to experiment 

with design concepts that contain the seeds of his architectural 

philosophy. In his adjacent studio, Wright and his associates 

developed a new American architecture – the Prairie style. The 

original 1889 structure was quite small and it was extensively 

remodeled in 1895, when among other changes the kitchen was 

enlarged and converted to a dining room. The Wrights raised six 

children in the home. Mon-Sun (11-4). Admission $15 adults, $12 

students. 

* H.P. Young House Frank Lloyd Wright 
334 N Kenilworth Ave 

Oak Park 

Built in 1895. With its high-pitched gable roofs, pointed windows in 

the attic, diamond pane glass windows, and other historic details, 

Wright's design of this house for purchasing agent H. P. Young 

appears strongly influenced by his concurrent ideas for the Nathan 

Moore House in the "Medieval Revival" style. 

***** 
Ernest Hemingway 

Birth Home 
Wesley A. Arnold 

339 N Oak Park Ave, 

Oak Park 

This historic house with wraparound porch and a turret was the 

birthplace and early childhood home of Ernest Hemingway. It was 

built by his maternal grandparents and today has been fully-

restored as a house museum. The interior is awash in rich Victorian 

decor recreated meticulously from photographs taken by Ernest’s 

father, Dr. Clarence Hemingway. The passions of the family are on 

full display—from the taxidermied wildlife specimens collected by his 

father to the musical instruments used by his mother Grace to give 

lessons. The house was among the first in Oak Park to have 

electricity, and since it was not yet particularly reliable, the light 

fixtures also included gas lamps. General admission $25. 

Check http://www.ehfop.org 

* 
Roberts Stable 

House 
Frank Lloyd Wright 

317 N Euclid Ave Oak 

Park 

Built in 1896 beside the main house by Roberts' son-in-law, the noted 

architect Charles E. White Jr., who remodeled it into a residence. The 

Roberts Stable House is best viewed from the street in winter or 

early spring, as the lush trees and bushes obscure the house. 

* 
Charles E. Roberts 

House 
Frank Lloyd Wright 

321 N Euclid Ave Oak 

Park 

Built in 1896 for Charles Roberts, president of the Chicago Screw 

Company, by the noted architectural firm of Burnham & Root. 

Roberts was a remarkable man, who in the 1890's became the patron 

of Frank Lloyd Wright, nurturing and supporting the young Wright in 

whom he sensed true artistic genius. The exterior of this house 

belies the riches that lie within. In 1896 Wright remodeled the 

interiors of this house for his patron. The result was one of the 

most exquisite ensembles of decorative woodwork to survive from 

the earliest years of Wright's architectural practice. 

* 
Oscar B. Balch 

House 
Frank Lloyd Wright 

611 North Kenilworth 

Oak Park 

Built in 1911 as one of Wright's first flat-roofed houses and its 

proportions are taller compared with later flat-roofed homes he 

designed. Wright brought new drama to his Prairie style with the 

addition of the flat roof. It was designed upon his return from an 

extended trip to Europe, during which he designed no houses. Wright 

had traveled to Europe with Mamah Borthwick, a client's wife. This 

flaunting of public morality lost him friends, clients and his family. 

* 
Harry S. Adams 

House 
Frank Lloyd Wright 

710 Augusta St, Oak 

Park 

Built in 1913 as the last of Wright's Oak Park houses, in which 

Wright provided a superb summation of his first modern style, 

marking the end of his Prairie or Oak Park period. Its longitudinal 

plan with, from left to right, porte cochere, porch, living room, hall 

and dining room, allowed Wright to display all of the horizontal 

forms which he had evolved during his Oak Park years: a concrete 

http://www.ehfop.org/


 

base course, terrace wall on the left corresponding to the flower 

box under the three-part dining room window on the right, lower hip 

roof, continuous string course, casement windows, and main hip roof 

with its wide eaves. 

* 
William E. Martin 

House 
Frank Lloyd Wright 

636 North East Ave. 

Oak Park 

Built in 1903 for William Martin, who was president of the Martin & 

martin Stove Polish Company in Chicago. The design of this house 

shows an indecisive Wright, apparently unable to make up his mind 

whether to build horizontally or vertically. (Compare to the Fricke 

House a block away.) The vertical stacking of interlocking 

rectangular masses and shapes makes a striking composition. 

* 
William G Fricke 

House 
Frank Lloyd Wright 

540 Fair Oaks Avenue 

Oak Park 

Built in 1901 as one of the first completely mature Prairie Style 

designs by Frank Lloyd Wright. By the time of this design, Wright 

had dropped all classical or historical elements from his designs. All 

lines are rectilinear; all moldings have sharply square corners. With 

the exception of kitchen and baths, the main house is in its original 

condition. All the leaded glass windows on the first and second 

floors are intact, each one a custom design by Wright. 

* 
Harry C. Goodrich 

House 
Frank Lloyd Wright 

534 East Avenue N 

Oak Park 

Built in 1896 for inventor Harry Goodrich apparently is based on 

designs for a group of low cost houses Wright designed but did not 

build in 1895 for his early patron Charles Roberts in 1895. This 

house was recently on the market but not anymore. 

* 
Edwin H. Cheney 

House 
Frank Lloyd Wright 

520 East Avenue N 

Oak Park 

Built in 1903 for electrical engineer Edwin Cheney is a superb brick 

house with the living and sleeping rooms all on one floor under a 

single hipped roof (reminiscent of the design Heurtley House.) here, 

however, there is a less monumental and more intimate quality to 

the house partly because it is not raised a full story off the 

ground, and partly because of the way its windows are nestled in 

between the wide eaves of the roof and the substantial stone sill 

that girdles the house. It was this commission that precipitated the 

celebrated love affair between Wright and Mamah Borthwick Cheney, 

the climax of which occurred in 1909 when Wright abandoned his 

architectural practice and left with Mrs. Cheney for a year in 

Europe. This era of Wright's life ended tragically in 1914 when Mrs. 

Cheney and her children were murdered at Taliesin by an insane 

servant. 

* Rollin Furbeck House Frank Lloyd Wright 
515 Fair Oaks Ave N 

Oak Park 

Built in 1897 as a wedding present for Rollin Judson Furbeck from 

his stockbroker father, Warren F. Furbeck, in 1897. Rollin was the 

third of five sons. It marked the beginning of Wright's three year 

period of experimentation that by 1900 had emerged into Wright's 

modern style. 

 

 Zone 9: Northwestern University Campus 

**** 
Northwestern 

University Campus 
- 633 Clark St. 

In the 1960s, the University added 84 acres (340,000 m2) to the 

campus by building a seawall and filling in the interior with sand. 

Notable buildings: Deering Library, University Library, Dearborn 

Observatory, University Hall and Technological Institute. 

**** Patten Gymnasium Holabird and Root 
2407 Sheridan Road 

Evanston 

Built in 1940 and it originally featured a gymnasium, exercise and 

small-group activity rooms, a swimming pool (now removed), and a 

rifle range and gun room (now removed) for the Naval Reserve 

Officers Training Corps. In the foyer of Patten Gymnasium stands a 

large bronze plaque that commemorates the 1860 heroics of Edward 

Spencer (class of 1862) and other students of the Northwestern 

Life-Saving Station who rescued more than 17 people after the 

shipwreck of a steamer on Lake Michigan. 

**** 
Goodrich Residence 

Hall 
Childs and Smith 

2321 Sheridan Road 

Evanston 

Built in 1932 as a component of the men`s quadrangles. In 1933 the 

Board of Trustees voted to rename the building Goodrich House in 

honor of Grant Goodrich, one of the founders of Northwestern. 

Grant Goodrich was born in 1811 in upstate New York and moved to 

Chicago in 1832. An ardent Methodist and antislavery activist, Mr. 

Goodrich took a leading role in the founding of Northwestern. 

** 
Technological 

Institute 
Holabird and Root 

2145 Sheridan Road 

Evanston 

Built in 1942 and houses the Robert R. McCormick School of 

Engineering and Applied Science as well as the departments of 

chemistry and of physics and astronomy, which are part of the 

Weinberg College of Arts and Sciences. The Lannon stone and 

Bedford limestone building is embellished at the entrance by Edgar 

Miller's sculptural reliefs on scientific and engineering themes. 

** 
Seeley G. Mudd 

Library 

Walter Netsch 

(Skidmore, Owings & 

Merrill) 

2233 Tech Drive 

Evanston 

Built in 1977 as a Science Library. The three-story, reinforced-

concrete library is connected by pedestrian walkway to the 

Technological Institute. It holds the University's collection of books, 

publications, and other materials pertaining to engineering and science. 

*** 
Dearborn 

Observatory 
Cobb and Frost 

2131 Tech Drive, 

Evanston 

Built in 1888 as an astronomical observatory of limestone in the 

Richardsonian Romanesque style. Fri (8-20). Friday night tours are 



 

held “rain or shine.” Visitors will receive a tour of the Observatory 

and be able to look through the telescope. 

*** Lunt Hall William Augustus Otis 
2033 Sheridan Road 

Evanston 

Built in 1894 it served as Northwestern's library until Deering 

Library was built in 1933. The Italian Renaissance's style building 

was funded largely by a gift from Orrington Lunt, a prominent 

Chicago businessman and one of Northwestern’s founders. While 

little of the building's original splendor has survived remodeling 

efforts, the main entrance foyer and the woodwork on the ceiling of 

the first-floor library offer a glimpse of the craftsmanship involved 

in its construction. During World War II the Naval Training School for 

radio operators occupied the building. Today Lunt Hall is the third-

oldest building on campus and houses the mathematics department. 

*** Deering Library James Gamble Rogers 
1935 Sheridan Road 

Evanston 

Built in 1933, and served as Northwestern University's central 

library until 1970. The Library's neo-gothic design was inspired by 

King's College Chapel (Cambridge). It was extensively renovated in 

the early 1970s. It currently houses University Archives, Government 

Publications and Maps on the first floor; the Music Library on the 

second floor; and Special Collections and the Art Collection on the 

third floor. Mon-Fri (8.30-17) Sat-Sun (10-2). 

**** 
Northwestern 

University Library 

Walter Netsch 

(Skidmore, Owings 

and Merrill) 

1970 Campus Dr. 

Evanston 

Built in 1970 in brutalist style as the principal library for the 

Evanston campus of Northwestern University. It's connected to 

Deering Library. Mon-Fri (8-17) Sat-Sun (10-2). 

**** 
Block Museum of 

Art, Mary and Leigh 

(expansion) 

Dirk Lohan 
40 Arts Circle Drive 

Evanston 

Built in 2000. The museum's permanent collection consists of almost 

4,000 works of art ' prints, drawings, photographs, sculptures, and 

mixed-media works ' dating from the 13th century to the present. 

Mon-Tue/Sat-Sun (10-5) Wed-Fri (10-8). FREE admission. 

*** University Hall Gurdon P. Randall 
1897 Sheridan Road 

Evanston 

Built in 1869, is the oldest building on campus. The high-Victorian 

Gothic building was made with the same type of Joliet limestone that 

was used in the historic Chicago Water Tower. Now home of the 

English department, but it originally housed a chapel, a museum, 

classrooms, a library, and meeting rooms. Don't miss "The Rock", an 

icon of Northwestern University which is just besides the building. 

** Scott Hall James Gamble Rogers 
601 University Place 

Evanston 

Built in 1940 as the student union for 30 years until Norris 

University Center was built. Beautiful Gothic building. Today Scott 

Hall houses offices for the Division of Student Affairs and the 

political science department. Behind this building there's the area of 

all the Northwestern sororities. 

* 
Rebecca Crown 

Center 

Walter Netsch 

(Skidmore, Owings & 

Merrill) 

633 Clark Street 

Evanston 

Built in 1968 as the new administrative building. It features a broad 

elevated plaza with a 100-foot-tall clock tower surrounded by three 

buildings containing Northwestern's central administration offices. 

*** Alice Millar Chapel Jensen and Halstead 
1870 Sheridan Road 

Evanston 

Built in 1962 as a religious center and gift of Foster G. McGaw, a 

University trustee, and his wife, Mary. It houses a 100-rank Aeolian 

Skinner organ and is distinguished by its magnificent stained-glass 

windows and a 151-foot spire. 

 

 Zone 10: Wilmette 

**** Emil Bach House Frank Lloyd Wright 
7415 N Sheridan Rd, 

Chicago 

Built in 1915 as a house but is now open to the public as a bed and 

breakfast.  Otto Bach purchased the house from its original owners, 

the Steffens family, three years later. Otto’s brother, Emil, admired 

the house so much that he commissioned his own to be designed by 

Wright and built nearby. The Emil Bach House was completed in 1915. 

***** 
Baha'i House of 

Worship 

Louis Bourgeois and 

Alfred Shaw 

(interiors) 

100 Linden Ave. 

(Wilmette) 

Built between 1921-1953 as one of only seven Baha'i temples in the 

world at present. This unique structure symbolizes unity and invites 

prayer to God. It has nine sides and is surrounded by exquisite 

gardens and fountains. The diameter of the dome is 90 feet. 

 

 Zone 11: Plano 

***** Farnsworth House Mies van der Rohe 
14520 River 

Road  Plano, IL 

Built in 1951 for Dr. Farnsworth, who apparently fell in love with 

Mies. Icon of the 20th century. Edith Farnsworth’s ended up in court 

fighting miles for the rights of the house. Tue-Sun (9-4). $22 

admission. Closes in winter. 

 

 

 ULR map: http://goo.gl/maps/ota9P 

 Subway map:  http://www.transitchicago.com/traintracker/ 

 Note: Directions are given following this diagram.  
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1. Lincoln Park  

2. Downtown-Loop, North Loop 

3. South Loop, Chinatown 

4. Illinois Institute of Technology Campus 

5. Wicker Park 

6. University of Chicago Campus, Hyde Park, 

Woodlawn 

7. Lakeview, Uptown 

8. Oak Park 

9. Northwestern University Campus 

10. Wilmette 

11. Plano 


